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THE GANGS ARE BACK? 


Some cops say gangs are 
behind S.F.'s recent crime wave. 


By Alexander Mullaney 
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LETTERS 


ACTUALLY, WE’RE FREE 


Thanks for the click: Cynical shit 
posing as reporting from a “newspaper” 
that is mostly ads and bullshit 
(“BART’s Political PR Blitz,” Chris 
Roberts, Sucka Free City, 03/24/16). 
Go back to being a weed reporter; you 
suck at being a low rent Chronicle. 


SFWeeklySux 


DRUG AWARE 


Same old police story: People 
who sell drugs near homeless shel- 
ters and treatment centers make life 
harder for folks who are actively try- 
ing to get help, and do so for their 
own personal profit (“On Heroin Us- 
ers, Mayor Calls the Cops,” Chris Rob- 
erts, Chem Tales, 3/24/16). The 
police should go after them. Nota- 
maroon 


SF on the rocks: We don’t see the 
heroin problem in our neighborhood, 
we see the meth problem. And that 
problem includes needles, broken 
windows on cars, attempted break-ins 
in apartments and houses, human fe- 
ces on the sidewalks and streets, 
left-behind clothes, and general mess. 
Mess. Absolute mess. Talk about this 
problem. Because THIS is what we 
see in our neighborhood. Joe Wicht 








BABIES, BOOMERS 


Revenge of the olds: I’m guessing 
the reviewer missed the part where this 
show was billed as an acoustic or 
mostly acoustic performance, ergo the 
mellower song selections (“Live Re- 
view: I Was The Youngest Person at a 
Smashing Pumpkins Show And It Was 
Super Weird,” Elle Coxon, All Shook 
Down, 3/28/16)? This wasn’t a band 
“playing it safe” and it certainly wasn’t 
a “crowd full of people no longer inter- 
ested in any song as ferocious as ‘Bullet 
with Butterfly Wings.’ WTF is the story 
with SF Weekly concert reviews lately? 
If the only angle is going to be, “I’m 
young, look at all these old folks listen- 
ing to their old music,” why bother? 
Danimalssf 


Age before subtlety: You may be 
young, but you're also an asshole. 
Werewrwewer 


LOUNGE CLASH 


This is my cocktail, this is my 
bar: Comparing Harper & Rye to Hi-Lo 
is like comparing peaches to lemons 
(“Bar Fight: The Hi-Lo Club vs. Harper 
& Rye,” Mike Vangel, SFoodie, 


5 
ul? 


) a 


“We dont see the heroin problem in our neighborhood, 
we see the meth problem.” 


3/25/16). They are completely differ- 
ent bars. The cocktails and atmosphere 
at Hi Lo attract real connoisseurs while 
H&R is designed to cater to the young 
tech industry. H&R is never busy ona 
Wednesday night, very few bars on Polk 
are. Both establishments have their 
positives & negatives but to say that 
H&kR staff are more qualified than the 


seasoned tenders at Hi Lo isa joke. 
Frisco’s Barkeep 


Drinking to violence: I effing hate 
Harpers. Just lines of selfish good-for- 
nothings thinking they’re cool. Uber 
cabs clog up and stop ON the pedes- 
trian crossing waiting for whoever in- 
side to hurry up. I’m going to webcam 
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— JOE WICHT 


this for my supervisor before throwing 
a brick at the m/f cab blocking the way 
— be warned. local dude 


CRITICAL BEATDOWN 


The looks have it: It looks to be ex- 
cessive force, that’s for sure (“Public 
Defender: Deputies Involved in Beating 
Lied; Must Be Charged,” Chris Roberts, 
The Snitch, 3/24/16). How many min- 
utes allotted to beat a person before the 
police have to stop, or the police move 
from proper restrained to police brutal- 
ity? Rodney King should have been an 
exemplar that never went away. Prolix 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


Ambiguity in Numbers 


We may never know how many people enjoyed San Francisco for Super Bowl City — but at least we'll know the bill. 


By Chris Roberts 


Super Bowl 50 and its “iconic” 
numerical statues are long gone from 
San Francisco, but the big game is the 
gift that keeps on giving. Earlier this 
week, San Francisco police Chief Greg 
Suhr announced that the city had under- 
estimated the cost of guarding Super 
Bowl City with Kevlar-clad officers by a 
cool $1 million. That bumped S.F’s host- 
ing bill to $6.3 million and counting. 
(You may recall the initial estimate from 
Mayor Ed Lee’s office was about $4 mil- 
lion.) Super Bowl boosters, who claim 
the game brought in $5 million in hotel 
taxes, are still sanguine, and say the final 
haul, to be known later this year, will 
more than justify spending public money 
in a budget deficit year to host big, out- 
of-town crowds. 

But just how big was the crowd? We 
may never actually know. 

In a presentation to the Fire Com- 
mission last month, Assistant Deputy 
Fire Chief Shane Francisco, the leader 
of the department’s Homeland Securi- 
ty Division, reported that as many as 
970,000 people had strolled through 
the heavily guarded gates of Super 
Bowl City to see, among other things, 
an Alicia Keys concert and a sculpture 
made of Bud Light cans. Combined 
with the 157,743 who bought tickets 
to the NFL's official event at Moscone 
Center, that’s conveniently just north 
of the 1 million promised visitors that 
boosters at the Chamber of Commerce 
and elsewhere said the Super Bowl 
would bring (though that was a step 
down for the NFL Experience, which 


drew 165,000 the year before in Glen- 
dale, Ariz.) 

The source for that number, howev- 
er, is the Super Bowl Host Committee 
itself. No official government agency 
— police, fire, or anyone else — count- 
ed the crowd, fire officials said, mean- 
ing the event’s official boosters are also 
responsible for telling us how officially 
big it was. 
That figure 
is also much 
higher than 
the one 








Roll Rules 


What assurance do citizens 
have that cops will actually use 
body cameras? 


By Chris Roberts 


Bad as it looked on video, the 


beating of 29-year-old carjacking suspect 


Stanislav Petrov at the hands (and ba- 
tons) of two Alameda County Sheriff's 


Deputies — made public in November af- 
ter the San Francisco Public Defender ob- 


tained surveillance video of the incident 
— has only become worse. 


First, a police report leaked to KTVU 


last week revealed the narrative of the 
deputies involved didn’t match what 
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was captured on camera. (Deputies re- 
ported that a violent Petrov made them 
fear for their lives, whereas the video 
appears to show an exhausted man 
trying to surrender only to get tackled 
and pummeled with as many as 30 ba- 
ton strikes for his trouble.) And it was a 
good thing the alley where deputies Luis 
Santamaria and Paul Wieber caught up 
with Petrov after a high-speed chase 
across the Bay Bridge had a surveillance 
camera — as neither Santamaria nor 
Wieber nor the nine other deputies 
eventually involved in Petrov’s appre- 
hension had activated their depart- 
ment-issued body cameras. 

Though law enforcement experts 
say use-of-force complaints drop pre- 
cipitously when officers wear personal 
video cameras, they’re still a controver- 


initial third-party report we have to 
go off of. On Super Bowl City’s first 
day in operation in January, the city’s 
Department of Emergency Manage- 
ment issued an official report from its 
Emergency Operations Center — the 
command center activated whenever 
there’s a big “civic celebration” like 
Pride or Fleet Week — that estimated 


sial tool, used differently by different 
agencies. In Alameda County, the cam- 
eras are mandatory equipment, but they 
record only at the deputy’s “discretion,” 
confirmed Set. J.D. Nelson, a depart- 
ment spokesman. Older, Luddite-like 
deputies, he surmised, may have a hard- 
er time remembering to switch them 

on than younger, tech-friendly cops. 
(Millennial deputies: They will soon be 

a thing.) 

Or maybe the free-swinging deputies 
from across the Bay were just adhering 
to local custom. San Francisco cops cur- 
rently have no body cameras, and won't 
until later this year at the earliest, when 
a long-awaited, much-debated policy 
equipping cops with cameras will receive 
final approval from city bureaucrats. 

City policy (once approved) says off- 


the Super Bowl crowd on the first 
Saturday at no more than 7,000. (The 
Host Committee guessed the total that 
weekend to be 200,000.) 

That estimate was made “in error,” 
DEM spokesman Francis Zamora said 
later, and has since been rescinded. 
(Zamora could not say who came 
up with it or why it ended up in the 

report.) Though DEM is re- 
sponsible for telling first 
responders how many 
people may need help in 
case of an emergency, 

“it’s more important 

to know what the 

crowd is doing,” he 
says. 

It’s also not en- 
tirely clear how the 
Host Committee 
made its count. “The 
Host Committee did 

a daily count, so we 

are very confident in 
the Super Bowl City 
attendance numbers,” 
Stephanie Martin, the 
Host Committee’s VP of 
Marketing and Commu- 
nications, wrote in an 
email. She did not pro- 
vide further detail — 
but if everything else 

is any indication, the 

number could change, 
and has nowhere to go 
but up. 


cers “shall activate” their cameras when 
interacting with the public in numerous 
ways, including every foot chase, vehicle 
pursuit, detention, and arrest, as well 

as whenever a citizen becomes hostile, 
and in any other “situation where the 
recording would be valuable.” (Cops 
aren't supposed to record victims of 
sexual assault or child abuse, confiden- 
tial informants, or strip searches.) If it 
turns out the cameras weren't rolling, 
they must later explain why in writing. 

If they don’t, they will be punished, 
promises Police Commission President 
Suzy Loftus. 

“The goal is for them to be turned 
on all the time,” she says. “There will be 
discipline if they don't.” 

Failing to turn on a camera will 
be treated as a failure to follow other 
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Slow Train 


BART's “Fleet of the 
Future” is late. BART 
insists there’s nothing to 
worry about. 


BART can’t win: Trains the 
transit agency hasn’t even put 
into service yet are already run- 
ning late. 

To replace the agency’s 669 
rail cars — some of which are 
still out of service thanks to 
the electrical problem on the 
Pittsburg-Bay Point line, but 
nearly all of which are past 
their use-by date — BART 
is buying 779 rail cars from 
Canadian rail conglomerate 
Bombardier, at a cotal cost of 
about $2.5 billion. After plac- 
ing the order in 2012, agency 
officials told the public last 
summer to expect a prototype 
by the fall. 

That prototype finally 
rolled off an East Coast 
assembly line, onto a flatbed 
truck, and arrived in the Bay 
Area in mid-March. 

A lengthy delay on the very 
first car isn’t exactly encour- 
aging, but BART officials ar- 
en't panicking. 

“BART is a unique system 
that requires special and com- 
plex manufacturing, so some 
early delays with the first test 
cars is not unheard of or un- 
reasonable,’ says BART Direc- 
tor Zakhary Mallet, who rep- 
resents parts of S.F., Alameda, 
and Contra Costa counties. 

Nine more cars are prom- 
ised to arrive later this year; 
the first will see passenger 
service in December at the 
earliest. By then, BART might 
be able to replace the “bus 
bridge” on that line in Contra 
Costa. CR 


official department procedures, such 
as recording the race of motorists 
encountered in traffic stops. Usually 
infractions like that result in an “ad- 
monishment” and retraining — which 
is to say, pretty much nothing — but 
repeated offenses can result in a sus- 
pension. 

Cameras could be on S.F. cops as 
early as June, Loftus says. How effec- 
tive they turn out to be will wait lon- 
ger than that. “To advance account- 
ability, body-worn camera policies 
need clear rules that minimize officer 
discretion,” says Catherine Wagner, a 
staff attorney with the ACLU. What 
happened to Petrov “really is the 
feared scenario ... That’s no way to ad- 
vance accountability and improve the 
public trust.” 
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ETS cRIME 


Gang of Thieves 


It's not “soft-on-crime” moves like Prop. 47 or realignment that’s causing the rash of auto break-ins in San Francisco. It’s gangs adopting new tactics, 


Bay Area police agencies Say. 


By Alexander Mullaney 


In January, San Francisco 

police Capt. Joseph McFadden — com- 
manding officer of Ingleside Station, 
which polices the Excelsior, Ingleside and 
the Outer Mission — sent his superiors at 
SFPD command staff a special request. 

In an official operations order, the 
veteran cop asked for reinforcements, 
from the department’s Gang Task Force 
— an outfit originally assembled to fight 
the gun-toting tongs in Chinatown in 
the 1970s — and 
possibly state 
and federal agen- 
cies. 

McFadden 
needs help com- 
bating a variety 
of crimes all 
over his district, 
including gun- 
fights, armed 
robberies, illegal 
casinos and nightclubs, and even simple 
property crimes like the auto break-ins 
that have causewd a steep rise in overall 
crime in San Francisco over the past few 
years. 

The source of it all? Gang activity, 
McFadden said. Young black and brown 
men are taking advantage of an eco- 
nomically struggling, vacancy-ridden 
commercial corridor on Mission Street 
— where many seemingly-abandoned 
storefronts turn into underground clubs 
or off-license casinos at night — to wage 
a turf war. 

“There’re a lot of interior battles 
going on right now with the Nortefios,” 
McFadden said at a Feb. 2 meeting of 
the Outer Mission Merchants and Resi- 
dents Association, a local neighborhood 
group. A lot of the older generation 
have been taken out in the past and so 
now there’s a power struggle.” 

There’s also a youth movement 
afoot. Feuding with blue-dressed 
Surefios in the Mission District, red- 
clad Nortenis are “heavily recruiting 
youngsters’ as young as 14 into the 
gang ranks, who then “put in work” 
committing crimes — including the 70 
daily auto burglaries plaguing motorists 
all over town. 

As violent crimes stay relatively level 
in San Francisco, there’s an ongoing 
crime wave where property is the victim. 
Auto break-ins are up 31 percent year- 
over-year, and are driving the 17 percent 
rise in reported property crimes — to 





Capt. Joseph McFadden 
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53,000 total in 2015, according to police 
statistics. 

To account for this crime wave, some 
police officials, including the outspoken 
leaders of the Police Officers Associa- 
tion, blame crime reform movements 
like state prison realignment and Prop. 
47, the measure sponsored by San Fran- 
cisco District Attorney George Gascon 
that reclassified some petty crimes (but 
not auto burglary) to misdemeanors. 

But other cops around the Bay Area 
say gang members are turning to car 
break-ins to make easy money. 

So was the broken glass where your 
passenger side window used to be 
caused by a gangbanger — or just the 
local neighborhood lawbreaker? It de- 
pends who you ask. 


According to Inspector Leonard 
Broberg of the SFPD’s Gang Task Force, 
gangs’ turn to property crime “started a 
few years ago.” 

“Before it was always the [strongarm 
street] robbery,’ he claims. “But with 
the property crime, ‘property crime, no 
time’ is the slogan they have.” 

And these gangs travel outside of 
town for the right opportunity. At the 
the outlet malls in Vacaville, “Oakland 
and San Francisco gangsters” take ad- 
vantage of the “tourists there who have 
suitcases and other stuff in their cars,” 
Broberg claims. 

In San Jose, police recently wrapped 
up a three-year investigation of hun- 
dreds of home burglaries. The perpetra- 
tors, according to authorities, were the 
29 men charged with felonies in Decem- 
ber by a grand jury: all of them Norterio 
gang members, prosecutors allege. 





Major city police departments in the 
Bay Area recognize the trend. But to 
date, it’s based on anecdotal evidence or 
closely held secrets. If any data exist, the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Department 
refused to share it. 

“T could not separate how many 
[crimes] are gang-related versus not,” 
says San Mateo Sheriff’s Detective 
Salvador Zuno, who believes there’s a 
strategy in being tight-lipped. “I don’t 
want to say the Nortefios are in control 
of Palo Alto, because these guys will 
take that and go, “That’s, right we are’ 
and then use that to intimidate others. 
We're not going to put them in position 
to empower these guys.” 


But not every cop believes 
organized crime — young or old, Nortefio 
or Surefio — is behind the increase in 
property crimes. 

“As far as ’'m concerned I can’t say 
the uptick is because of criminal gangs,” 
says Set. J.D. Nelson, a spokesman for 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment. “You'd have to assume you ar- 
rested more gang-registered individuals 
than not in the last two years.” 

Police Chief Greg Suhr, who has 
not made a public declaration tying 
the property-crime wave to gangs as 
McFadden has, was not available for 
comment. Speaking on his behalf, Com- 
mander Greg McEachern, head of the 
SFPD’s Investigations Bureau, agrees 
with Broberg that auto break-ins have 
replaced drug sales as gangs’ bread-and- 
butter — so much so that S.F. cops have 
begun “measuring the connection be- 
tween documented gang members and 
property crimes.” 





The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
analyzes all local police data, and federal 
agents — who would be called in to 
assist local cops in a major multi-juris- 
dictional gang crackdown — have not 
bought into McFadden’s gang connec- 
tion theory. 

“The FBI has just not gathered de- 
tails in respect [to gangs and property 
crime],” says San Francisco-based Assis- 
tant Agent in Charge of Violent Crimes 
Bertram Fairries, who notes the feds are 
definitely “hearing” the claim from local 
law enforcement, but cannot verify it. 

“That is just not a statistic we are 
tracking,” he adds. “My analysts are able 
to tell me that there is an increase in 
property crimes, but we have not associ- 
ated that with gangs. I’m not saying we 
won't in the future, but right now, the 
FBI’s focus with gangs is violence.” 


Defense attorneys say the one 
place gangs turn up with the most fre- 
quency is in the courtroom, where prose- 
cutors are eager to tack on gang 
enhancements to otherwise run-of-the- 
mill urban crimes — like the car break-ins. 
(Gascon’s prosecutors boast of a “100 per- 
cent trial conviction rate” for their Gang 
Unit.) 

“We've seen nothing to back up” 
claims like McFadden’s, said Tamara 
Aparton, a spokeswoman for the San 
Francisco Public Defender’s office. 
“Prosecutors appear to be adding gang 
enhancements to more petty crimes, but 
that does not mean gangs are increas- 
ingly turning to property crime.” 

Under the state Penal Code, a young 
man becomes a gang member when 
he meets two of 10 criteria, includ- 
ing “wearing gang clothing,” having 
“identifiable gang tattoos,” committing 
“gang-related crime,’ “affiliating with 
documented gang members” or “fre- 
quenting gang areas.” 

Critics say these are conveniently 
vague, and mean in effect that a gang 
member is anyone who police say is 
a gang member. Under these criteria, 
police could declare any crew of auto 
thieves who hail from the same area, 
dress similarly, or admit affiliation to 
a gang. (According to conversations 
with police, that’s what cops are already 
doing.) 

Deputy Public Defender Danielle 
Harris, who manages all felony cases, 
recalled an incident from last year in 
which a man was charged as a gang 
member for the theft of a pair of de- 
signer sunglasses — with only Broberg’s 
expert testimony as evidence for gang 
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enhancement (and the subsequent 
much-stiffer penalties). 

“T have noticed in the last year or 
two [that prosecutors] have charged 
more relatively minor property offenses 
as gang crimes,’ she says. “Whether 
they’re arresting people more or just 
charging, they just realized, ‘We can 
charge these crimes as gang crimes, 
too.” 

The sunglasses thief was in cus- 
tody for two months on $90,000 bail 
— meaning he needed 10 percent, or 
$9,000, to post bond and be outside pri- 
or to his trial, but couldn’t come up with 
it. (Later, an accomplice of his copped 
to an affiliation with the Oakdale Mob, 
the Hunters Point crew of which city 
officials claimed Mario Woods was a 
member.) 

“He is supposedly a gang member. 
He couldn't himself or anyone else in his 
gang figure out how to post 10 percent 
[bail],” Harris says. “This is what passes 
as a gang member in San Francisco. The 
gang is so unsuccessful they can’t pay 


bail.” 


In San Francisco, police say 
they're working with other jurisdictions to 
shut down the fences — the “merchants” 
who peddle stolen goods bought from 
gang members — who may send overseas, 
en masse, the iPhones and other gear 
swiped out of cars at Fisherman’s Wharf. 

Meanwhile, McFadden says he’s “tro- 
ubled” by the short-term implications 
of what he believes is a macro trend — 
specifically the thought of a car owner 
discovering an armed gang member 
rifling through their vehicle, and being 
seriously injured or killed in a resulting 
altercation. 

“I don’t want them to get any 
strength,” McFadden said. “We want to 
remove any gang activity from the Mis- 
sion corridor, especially Mission-Geneva 
and lower Mission.” 

For Joelle Kenealey, president of the 
Outer Mission Merchants and Residents 
Association and a member of Ingleside 
Station’s Community Police Advisory 
Board, the gang activity is alarming and 
mysterious. 

“Where is it coming from?” she asks. 
“Are these Daly City Nortefios? Are 
they city Nortefios? Is there an internal 
war going on with the Nortefios so all 
of a sudden we're seeing an increase in 
this type of behavior. That’s obviously 
a question for the police and their re- 
sources and their people well-versed in 
the Gang Task Force. I find it unsettling 
and I don’t really like it. I want a safe 
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CANNABIS OBVIOUS RACE PROBLEM IS NO MATCH FOR ONE SF NEIGHBORHOOD'S WEED PROBLEM. 


Making Cannabis 
Blacker 


Tikisha Ong wants to change the 
world. The East Bay 30-something wants 
to become something rarer than a Silicon 
Valley unicorn: a black person in a position 
of ownership in the medical cannabis in- 
dustry. 

No honest conversation about drugs 
can neglect race. If decades of blatantly 
biased arrest and incarceration statis- 
tics, the odd coincidence of the crack 
epidemic and then poverty ravaging 
once-middle-class black neighborhoods, 
and clear and cogent arguments like 
Michelle Alexander’s The New Jim Crow 
did not convince you of the direct con- 
nection between drug prohibition and 
white supremacy, the recent revelation 
in Harper's that the drug war was cooked 
up by Nixon administration operatives 
specifically to “disrupt” blacks and the 
left made this undeniable. 
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And thus far, the “Green Rush” of eco- 
nomic opportunity presented by the 
legitimization of marijuana has been 
lily-white. 
Fewer than one percent of the 
roughly 3,500 cannabis retail outlets 
in America are owned by black people, 
Buzzfeed recently reported. Last win- 
ter, a marijuana investor summit in 
San Francisco was deemed “the most 
white and male convention you could 
go to” — by one of its organizers. Of 
the owners of the city’s 28 medical 
marijuana dispensaries, only a hand- 
ful — one Jordanian-American, one 
Palestinian-American, one Asian anda 
Latino — are non-white, according to an 
SF Weekly count. (The city — which saw 
8,000 Latinos leave the Mission in the 
past decade and the black population 
dip below 5 percent, leaving one of the 
smallest black populations of any major 
American city — keeps no demographic 
data on its marijuana industry.) In can- 
nabis circles, the place you are most apt 
to see a black person — aside from pur- 
chasing product at the counter — is 
working security at the door. 
“Predominately, it’s an older, white 
male industry,” says Ong, a polished 
former corporate spokesperson who 
claims to have been involved in the 
cannabis industry in various ways 
“most of her life,” dating from when 
her military veteran father self-med- 
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icated with cannabis to treat PTSD and, 
later, cancer. (In case her name throws 
you, one of her parents is black, the oth- 
er Chinese). 

“This is a disparity that needs to be 
changed,” she adds. “African-Americans 
need a place in this industry.” 

To secure such a place — and be, 
quite possibly, only the second black dis- 
pensary owner in the Bay Area; SF Week- 
ly can name only one more, in Oakland 
— Ong last year filed an application to 
operate a medical cannabis dispensary 
in a long-vacant commercial storefront 
on Sickles Avenue in the Outer Mission, 
a few blocks away from the Daly City 
border. 

She’s also enlisting some help: On 
March 11, Rev. Amos Brown, head of 
the San Francisco chapter of the NAACP, 
wrote an open letter to the Planning 
Commission officials who will approve 
or reject Ong’s plan. 

In his letter, Brown called marijuana 
“yet another lucrative industry growing 
without [sic] almost no input from our 
community — another table we are not 
invited to sit at.” 

The problem is that this is not just 
a race issue. It’s also a neighborhood 
zoning issue — and not even the ven- 
erable NAACP stands a chance against 
the power of neighborhood opposition, 
of which there is plenty in the Outer 
Mission. 


Laws passed more than a decade ago 
restrict legal medical cannabis business- 
es to a select few areas in a select few 
neighborhoods. Repeated pleas to open 
up this “Green Zone” — including from 
the Planning Commission — have gone 
unheeded at the Board of Supervisors, 
where marijuana is still more a liability 
for a politician than anything else. 

Stretches of the Excelsior and the 
Outer Mission, where there are many 
vacant storefronts, are in the Green 
Zone. There are also three dispensaries 
along a mile-long stretch of Mission 
Street between Silver Avenue and the 
Daly City border, with a few more on 
Ocean Avenue. But the most vocal locals 
say they have enough legal weed. 

“This is not a race thing,” says Jo- 
elle Kenealey, president of the Outer 
Mission Merchants and Residents As- 
sociation, which is opposing the dispen- 
sary (and successfully defeated the last 
dispensary to try to open in the neigh- 
borhood in 2014). “She could bring any 
other business — a bakery, a pet food 
store, something we need out here. We 
are pretty much good on [dispensaries] 
... we already have three.” 

Ong’s hearing at the Planning Com- 
mission has been delayed until July. A 
recent neighborhood meeting called 
to discuss her dispensary plan drew a 
standing-room-only crowd, nearly all of 
whom were opposed to the idea, accord- 


ing to Kenealey. It also drew a political 
hopeful seeking to represent the area on 
the Board of Supervisors, who will likely 
use cannabis as a campaign issue. 

It’s notoriously difficult to open up 
a new medical marijuana dispensary in 
San Francisco — so difficult that out-of- 
town business people with deep pockets 
are buying buildings with existing dis- 
pensaries in them in order to avoid the 
planning process. (Think about that: 
buying S.F real estate is preferable to 
attempting to navigate the approval pro- 
cess.) Anyone still interested is advised 
to set aside close to a million dollars — 
cash needed to pay lawyers, architects, 
permit fees, and up to a year’s worth of 
rent on your would-be storefront while 
you wait to see if angry neighbors torpe- 
do your business plan. 

It’s not clear how cannabis’s race 
problem can be corrected. At the state 
level, advocates like the NAACP have 
demanded that licenses for commercial 
cannabis activity should not be denied 
to applicants with nonviolent, low-level 
drug offenses. In the Medical Marijuana 
Regulation and Safety Act signed by 
Gov. Jerry Brown last fall, they achieved 
that. Fixing the rest of America’s race-re- 
lated drug problems will require a plan 
that thus far nobody has crafted. 
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SURROGATE PARTNER THERAPY EXISTS IN A LEGAL LIMBO, BUT 
MANY SWEAR BY THE CLINICAL LEGITIMACY OF EROTIC TOUCH. 


BY ELIZABETH COSTELLO 
W hen Kai Wu was stuck in an unsatisfying romantic 


relationship, she began having physical, as well as emotional pain — par- 
ticularly in her pelvis. 

It was an ache that was difficult to ascribe to anything in particular — she 
hadn’t pulled any muscles she could think of — but the pain was as strong as if 
she'd been injured in an accident. 

Rather than work solely with a therapist who would analyze her situation and 
talk her through it, she decided to take a somatic — or body-based — approach 
to healing. 

After a massage therapist helped her release the mysterious cramp in her pel- 
vis, Wu realized its source: She had been carrying sexual trauma in her body for 
years. 

“T didn’t know I had trauma, which I thought was due only to rape and moles- 
tation,” she says. “But we all carry sexual trauma.” 
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Wu defines “trauma” broadly, as an 
accumulation of discomfort, rather 
than a response to a cataclysmic or 
violent event. She realized her re- 
lationship was not satisfying to her 
sexually, and that her body was send- 
ing a clear message about her sensual 
and emotional life. Her trauma was an 
experience of being sexually under- 
nourished. 

Expressing herself sexually was of 
central importance, she realized, and 
not a secondary consideration in a re- 
lationship with someone she knew to 
be a “good man.” 

“Sexual energy is primal energy,” 
she says, “and with the pelvic healing, 
I realized I had trauma in my pelvis 
and was disconnected from that part 
of myself. I realized I was starving for 
wholeness.” 

To connect with that primal en- 
ergy — and to live “more honestly” 
with her sexual desire — she began 
an exploration of somatic techniques, 
which may include an array of mas- 
sage styles, as well as movement and 
breath practices such as yoga or tai 
chi. 

In the process, she found her call- 
ing. These days, Kai Wu is a love, sex, 
and relationship coach — and she is 
also a “sexological bodyworker,” pro- 
viding healing for sexual trauma and 
dysfunction via a form of touch simi- 
lar to the one that healed her. 


A member of the Embodiment 
Arts Collective, a group of holistic well- 
ness practitioners in the Mission, Wu is 
part of San Francisco’s long tradition of 
seekers and healers. A former entrepre- 
neur who worked in her family’s restau- 
rant for six years and then in corporate 
finance for 12 years, she describes her- 
self as “non-woo.” Yet her own experi- 
ence with pelvic healing led her to 
realize how powerful body-based thera- 
peutic work can be. 

Exploring somatic therapies, 
which encourage clients to use sense 
experience to strengthen their un- 
derstanding of themselves and their 
lives, she became interested in “sexo- 
logical bodywork,” a somatic practice 
that may involve touching a client’s 
genitals, but does not include actual 
intercourse. 

Though the term “sexological body- 
worker” may lead people to assume 
otherwise, this type of therapy centers 
around “one-way touch.” 

Wu's sexological bodywork clients 
receive her touch, but they generally 
don’t touch her. (In some instances, 
Wu serves as a relationship coach 
rather than as a sexological bodywork- 
er. Then, the touch can be two-way, 
as Wu's clients do a kind of “dress 
rehearsal” of erotic play.) Whatever 
approach she takes, Wu remains fully 
clothed, even in intimate positions. 

“Recently, I entwined with a client 
— a woman in her late 60s — who 
said that she had seen others do it, 
but had no experience of this herself,” 
Wu explains. “She asked me to teach 
her how, so we wrapped our arms and 
legs around each other and had a real- 
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ly sweet session, where we talked and 
practiced different kinds of touch on 
our arms and legs.” 

Though intercourse with clients is 
a boundary Wu does not cross, she 
believes wholeheartedly that sex can 
be part of a successful therapeutic 
approach to healing traumas, big and 
small. 

Sexual trauma isn’t necessarily 
rooted in one particular extreme ex- 
perience, but often arises in response 
to the accumulated pressures of 
modern life, she explains. As we deal 
with work, family, and other difficul- 
ties, our ability to express ourselves 


‘People near 
‘sex, and they 
get all titillat- 
ed — and they 
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sensually and to connect with others 
pleasurably can suffer. And our rela- 
tionship to intimacy reflects our rela- 
tionship with ourselves. 

Wu bases her practice on a lay- 
ing-on of hands that allows her clients 
to relax, breathe, and be present with 
their bodies, free of shame. Her train- 
ing is based in part on what she calls 
Neo or California tantra — a Western 
interpretation of a Tibetan tradition 
of working with the breath and the 
physical body to connect to that pri- 
mal creative energy. Primal energy is 
often difficult to tap into, particularly 
because desire and shame run hand- 
in-hand. Many Americans still suffer 
from the Puritanical repression of 
sexual feelings — and no doubt even 
the most confident and liberated lover 
among us has fumbled somewhere 
along the line in her sexual life. 

Yet experts say many people 
operate under the assumption that 
everyone else is having great sex, and 
believe they alone are missing out on 
fulfillment. Such assumptions can 
have physical as well as emotional re- 
percussions. 

And sometimes, it takes a hands- 
on guide to correct those assump- 
tions. 

“Surrogate Partner Therapy,’ or 
SPT, is perhaps the most radical form 
of somatic therapy focused on intima- 
cy and sexual expression. Surrogate 
partners engage in “two-way touch,” 
receiving as well as giving. They pro- 
vide a truly unique space: an oppor- 
tunity to explore intimacy without 
the additional concerns that arise in 
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romantic partnerships. 

This can include intercourse with 
their clients — but you should look 
elsewhere if you're looking for a fast 
ride to a happy ending. 

“T get a lot of inquiries from reality 
TV show producers seeking titilla- 
tion, but [they find that] SPT is like 
watching grass grow, explains Mark, a 
surrogate partner who works with the 
International Professional Surrogates 
Association. (SF Weekly is withholding 
his last name to protect his privacy.) 

Reality TV producers and the 
public alike might imagine SPT asa 
legal — or at least not illegal — way 
to exchange money for an orgasm. But 
surrogate partners aren’t prostitutes, 
and what they offer their clients is 
more than simply relief from unbear- 
able urges. 

Surrogate partners and other 
hands-on practitioners provide their 
clients with a safe space to investigate 
the dark realm of desire, offering a 
rare therapeutic bridge between talk 
and touch. Through them, clients can 
experience sensual pleasure as potent 
medicine, and connect directly to its 
innate healing potential. 

Surrogate partners remind their 
clients that sexual expression doesn’t 
happen in a vacuum. Nor does it re- 
quire a body that is free of blemishes 
or the marks of age and experience. 
Clients learn to be at ease with sexual 
desire, to approach potential partners 
with confidence, and to be free of 
damaging assumptions about them- 
selves and their lives. 

Our sexual expression is deeply 
entangled with the marketplace — 
with sports-like talk of achievement, 
business prowess, and large portfolios 
— and with religious, social, familial, 
and other norms (whether we cloak 
ourselves in them or angrily throw 
them off). Surrogate partners and 
other somatic practitioners help their 
clients navigate that complexity and 
strengthen the connection between 
body and mind. 

For them, this work is more a call- 
ing than a profession. As they pursue 
it, they come face to face with the 
judgmental, juvenile, and puritanical 
ideas about sex that remain deeply 
entrenched in our society. 

Even in San Francisco. 


Surrogate partner therapy follows 
a “triadic” model: Partners always work 
with a talk therapist with whom they 
communicate before and after sessions 
with clients. In other words, if you want 
surrogate partner therapy, a therapist 
will have to agree it’s necessary before- 
hand. Therapists and psychologists 
who recommend SPT for their clients 
recognize it as an effective complement 
to the more analytical processing that 
can happen with words alone. 

They suggest SPT for clients suf- 
fering from an array of difficulties 
— from obvious sexual problems such 
as premature ejaculation in a man, or 
vaginismus (vaginal closing) or the 
inability to orgasm in a woman — to 
the subtler difficulties of shyness and 


awkwardness that can lead to decades 
of unwanted celibacy. SPT might also 
benefit individuals suffering in other 
ways, by teaching breathing and relax- 
ation, and encouraging people to land 
in their own bodies before attempting 
to connect with others. 

For clients working through diff- 
culties arising from sexual expression 
— whether they are simply awkward 
in their approach to potential part- 
ners, or have difficulty on a physical 
level — giving and receiving erotic 
touch with someone can be revolu- 
tionary. 

“SPT is an excellent clinical tool 
for men and women who come to 
sex therapy without a partner,” says 
Dr. Martin McCombs, a psychologist 
specializing in clinical sexology. “Sex 
therapy is at once insight-oriented 
and behaviorally driven. There are real 
clinical limitation challenges for single 
people addressing sexuality or intima- 
cy dysfunctions. Professionally super- 
vised, appropriately trained surrogate 
partners who are members of IPSA 
and bound by its code of ethics area 
gift in the field. “The three surrogate 
partners | interviewed spoke highly of 
the training that they receive through 
IPSA, which has provided resources, 
certification, and ethical guidelines in 
the United States and internationally 
since 1973. IPSA has certified sur- 
rogate partners working in England, 
Switzerland, and Israel (which is cur- 
rently the only country with health 
insurance that covers SPT). 


Currently, there are about 50 cer- 
tified surrogates, most of whom are 
based in the United States. The IPSA 
training is not for everyone, however. 

The application process is rigorous. 
There is a lot of writing about why the 
applicant would like to do this work, 
including his or her own sexual his- 
tory, a letter of intent, and three let- 
ters of recommendation from either 
therapists or educators. They'll also 
need a rundown on how much study 
the applicant has done in the field of 
sexuality (in or out of school) anda 
list of books regarding sexuality the 
applicant has read. 

After passing the screening pro- 
cess, the applicant is required to 
participate in two-and-a-half weeks of 
daily, 10-hour workshops, a period of 
work with a supervising talk therapist, 
and a one- to two-year apprenticeship 
with an established surrogate. Finally, 
in order to work on one’s own as a 
surrogate partner, one would have 
to earn the stamp of approval from a 
committee of established surrogate 
partners (hence the varying length of 
the apprenticeship). 

Mark credits famed sexuality 
researchers William Masters and Vir- 
ginia Johnson, whose studies from 
the 1950s to the 1990s make up the 
bedrock of received wisdom on human 
sexuality, as the originators of modern 
surrogate therapy. Masters and John- 
son began their studies at Washington 
University in St. Louis, and went on to 
establish their own research institute. 
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Their work with nearly 700 volunteers 
was described in what are considered 
the classic texts about sexuality: 
Human Sexual Response and Human 
Sexual Inadequacy, and their lives are 
the subject of the Showtime TV series 
Masters of Sex. 

“Our work is based on Masters 
and Johnson’s ‘sensate focus’ model,” 
Mark explains. “We take our clients 
through a slow progression from talk 


“Men nave so 
Mucn cock 
shame.” 


to touch. We meet the client where 
they are. We don’t just get right on 
the plane to cure the fear of flying.” 
Eileen Chao, a 35-year-old surro- 
gate partner and kink coach who is 
currently pursuing a master’s degree 
in psychology — and who currently 
has four surrogate clients — expresses 
tremendous respect for IPSA. “I would 
caution anyone seeking this type of 
therapy to be sure that their surrogate 
partner is IPSA-certified,” she says, 
noting that many people who adver- 
tise sexual healing services online or 
elsewhere have not been IPSA-trained. 
IPSA-certified surrogate partners 
may have websites, but they connect 
with clients through referrals from 


Eileen Chao 
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therapists, not through advertising. 
Chao credits IPSA with maintaining 
high ethical standards and providing 
critical resources for surrogate part- 
ners — not only insisting on regular 
testing for sexually transmitted infec- 
tions, but also offering counseling and 
support for the surrogate partners 
themselves. 

Because their work can be intense 
and emotionally draining, the surro- 
gate partners, like other therapists, 
seek counseling to help them remain 
psychologically healthy. The training 
helps people who are living well in 
their own skins develop the skills to 
help others relax and enjoy having a 
body, rather than seeing it as a burden 
to be overcome. 

“I have always been comfortable 
with my body and my sexuality, 
though my family was very conserva- 
tive,” says Chao. “I found I was attract- 
ed to awkward people, and that I was 
able to put them more at ease.” 

For a surrogate partner, putting 
the client at ease is the first step to- 
ward helping them overcome their 
fear of flying. 


There are many reasons why 
the stimulation of our erogenous zones 
can inflame fear and shame. 

Fear of sex is more widespread 
than many of us will ever admit — 
even to ourselves. For most of us, 
being sexual means being vulnerable. 
Sex usually involves taking off our 


clothes, and being naked is something 
many have nightmares about. 

“Men have so much cock shame,” 
says Wu, who notes many sexually 
frustrated men respond — negatively 
— to the pressure to perform. “What’s 
called erectile dysfunction is often 
just a perfectly reasonable emotional 
response [to discomfort]. And women 
— particularly cisgender, heterosex- 
ual women — are often disconnected 
from their own pleasure, and seek 
help from bodyworkers and surrogate 
partners only when their relationships 
are in jeopardy.” 

Surrogate therapy is not a quick fix 
to sexual and social anxiety. You can’t 
order it online. If your talk therapist 
feels surrogate therapy is warranted, 
you're going to have to show up for it 
and take your time. 

Stephanie Waddell, who has been 
practicing SPT since the 1970s, says 
many of her clients are men who, for 
one reason or another, have been un- 
able to “get from the couch to bed.” 

Some of her clients are not having 
sex, Waddell says, because they don’t 
know how. 

She described the progression of 
sessions. 

“The first session is a two-hour sex- 
ual history,” she explains. “Often, talk 
therapists don’t ask as many ques- 
tions in this area. We teach breath- 
ing, focusing, and how to touch ina 
non-demanding way.” 

Waddell identifies three kinds of 
touch: therapeutic, sensuous, and 
erotic. Therapeutic touch is generally 
firm and focused on addressing a 
physical complaint — a pulled mus- 
cle, say, or working out a knot — and 
is more about applying pressure 
than about a lingering gentleness. 
Sensuous touch could be defined as a 
caress. (Think of the touch a parent 
might give a child — gentle, soft, 
open-palmed.) Erotic touch may be 
more focused on the erogenous zones 
and is intended to stimulate rather 
than soothe. Over the course of a 
dozen or so sessions, she teaches 
clients how to move through these 
different modes, practicing on them, 
and allowing them to practice on her. 

Waddell makes a distinction be- 
tween the work that she does and the 
offerings of “tantricas” and intimacy 
coaches who advertise online, point- 
ing out that people seeking someone 
“safer” than a prostitute may answer 
such ads — and that “self-described 
tantricas” are often not trained, and 
certainly don’t work in consultation 
with a talk therapist. I asked Wad- 
dell, who noted that many of her 
clients are 50 or older, what made 
them decide, at this late stage, that 
something was missing. She said that 
often it was a major upheaval, such as 
the death of a parent or other family 
member or friend, but that the ques- 
tion could use further exploration. 

“T recently had the privilege of 
working with [two different and un- 
related] 60-year-old virgins,” Waddell 
says. “To all outward appearances, 
they were completely normal. Had 





jobs and so forth. One of them had 
been living with his mother, and final- 
ly sought me out when she died.” 

For the rest of us, what is the tip- 
ping point that leads the realization 
that sexual help us needed? And what 
keeps sufferers from seeking help 
with a sexual dysfunction? Denial may 
seem easier, until it doesn’t. 

“Ive had people meet with me, 
then decide they can’t afford the ses- 
sions, Waddell says, explaining that 
surrogate partners usually charge be- 
tween $150 and $200 an hour. “They 
might wait a year, but they end up 
finding the money, because they real- 
ize how important this is.” 


Sexual dysfunction could be a 
pandemic. A large swath of the popula- 
tion would likely benefit from a sexual 
surrogate, or sensuality coaching of 
some sort. 

Many of Wu’s clients refer to them- 
selves as “broken.” Several of them, 
particularly those with outside-the- 
norm body types in terms of size, abil- 
ity, or scarring from injury, describe 
an experience of looking in the mirror 
and not really being able to see certain 
parts of their own bodies — only their 
heads. 

That brokenness or disconnection 
can lead to a desperate and vulner- 
able psychological state. Although a 
positive sensual experience is not a 
cure-all, it is a wonderful step toward 
helping a struggling person feel more 
whole. 

Surrogate partners talk about 
“non-demanding” touch, meaning the 
kind that requires nothing in return, 
such as a parent’s caress that soothes 
a baby. Such touch can also calm an 
adult, in a way that no words can. (We 
are social animals, after all.) 

Though it’s hard to know exactly 
how many people are working with 
surrogate partners — just as it would 
be difficult to guess how many people 
are in therapy — Mark is able provide 
a broad overview of the demographics. 

Twenty years ago, he says, 90 per- 
cent or more of SPT clients were male, 
but in the last 10 years, many more 
women have sought treatment, so 
that about 30 percent are female. 

“I think as people realize it’s a valid 
form of therapy, some women realize 
they’d like take control of their sexu- 
ality,” explains Mark. “Some women 
have put their careers first and now 
they’re in their 50s or 60s and realize 
they’ve missed out on an important 
aspect of life, sex, but don’t know how 
to date. Maybe they’ve been virgins 
too long. Maybe they’ve never been 
able to orgasm and want someone to 
help them figure that out. Of course, 
men can't ‘give’ a woman an orgasm, 
but we can be there to coach.” 

One hopes this means more women 
are investigating their own potential 
for pleasure. The surrogates them- 
selves also fit a pattern that suggests 
something about the way gender and 
power are expressed in our society. 

Mark estimates that “80 to 90 
percent” of surrogate partners are 
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women. 

“Most are heterosexual and work 
with male clients, although some do 
work with women as well,” he says. 
“Many surrogates, both men and 
women, work with men, women, and 
transgender [populations], or the dis- 
abled. Some work just with men. Some 
work just with women. I’m bisexual 
and work with all four populations. 
There are a few gay male surrogates, 
and a few bisexual male surrogates, 
but many more female surrogates 
work with both men and women.” 

Chao and Waddell made similar 
estimates regarding the gender and 
identity breakdown of surrogate part- 
ners and clients. Their findings seem 
in line with Wu’s statement — which 
she recognized as a generalization 
that is most appropriately applied to 
cisgender heterosexual people — that 
women are often moved by concern 
for others, while men struggle more 
with the need to perform, or to be the 
aggressor. 


Maybe tney ve 
DEEN VIFGINS TOO 
long. Maybe 
They ve never 
been able to 
orgasm anc 
want someone 
To Nelo tnem 
figure that Out. 


Learning to deal with that perfor- 
mance anxiety might lead a single 
man toward SPT, while being so- 
cialized toward empathy might lead 
women to take on the role of surro- 
gate partner, and to being open to 
working with a larger segment of the 
population. SPT sessions cost about 
as much as talk therapy sessions, but 
unlike other types of therapy, insur- 
ance in the U.S. doesn’t cover it. So 
access to this important resource is 
constrained by the almighty dollar. 
What may be more troubling than the 
cost barrier is the potent combination 
of a lack of sex education and the pro- 
liferation of sexual images online. 

Today, many young people learn 
about sex through watching porn or 
Hollywood movies, and they have few 
other outlets for investigating and 
understanding their sexual urges. 

“Sometimes, people know very 
little — sex education is terrible in 
this country,” surrogate partner Chao 
says. “Only 10 or 12 states actually 
offer any at all, and generally it’s a 
rudimentary discussion of pregnancy 
and disease. I’m blown away »y p16 
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Story from p14 


by the shaming of this desire. Have 
you heard the abstinence-only peo- 
ple talking? Saying that ‘no one will 
love you if you allow yourself to be 
touched in this way.” 

We can find out a lot about a soci- 
ety by looking how it deals with sex- 
uality. Whether inherited from the 
religious zealotry of the Pilgrims or 
the mores of Victorian-era WASPS, 
America’s puritanical streak is alive 
and well. 

Abstinence-only programs block 
people from learning the truth about 
their physical nature — that we are 
animals, and that our bodies can be 
sources of joy. These approaches to 
sexuality often serve, consciously 
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or unconsciously, other systems of 
social control. 

As Williams S. Burroughs once 
said, “Is Control controlled by its 
need to control? Yes.” 


“INTErCOUrse |S 
tne least of wnat 
we do.” 


As children, we learn by modeling 
our behaviors on what we see around 
us, Waddell observes. Young people 
who learn about sex through Holly- 
wood and porn often neglect the slow 


aie 
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unfolding of sensual pleasure — fore- 
play absent from films both dirty and 
artistic — surrogate partners attempt 
to teach. 

None of the practitioners argue that 
porn should not exist, but they make 
the point that it follows a “drive-thru 
orgasm” model, which suggests that 
sex is all in the genitals. 

“We're substitute teachers,” says 
Waddell, acknowledging that the lack 
of access to information about sex can 
plant the seed for a lifetime of anxiety 
and suffering. “Intercourse is the least 
of what we do.” 


Surrogate partners don’t solicit 
clients or work the streets, and though 
some of their friends or relatives might 





not understand what they do, law en- 
forcement has never brought criminal 
charges against a surrogate partner. 

“lve heard that some years ago, an 
undercover cop in Los Angeles tried 
to bust some surrogate partners for 
prostitution,” Mark says, estimating 
that only about 2 percent of the time 
surrogate partners spend with their 
clients involves intercourse. “Finally, 
he gave up, saying, ‘I’ve spent $1,000, 
and I haven’t even taken my clothes 
off.” 

In the absence of a legislative ban, 
surrogate therapy is not technically il- 
legal — and it doesn’t seem as though 
California is predisposed to outlaw it. 

In 1997, Kamala Harris, now the 
state Attorney General, told the San 
Jose Mercury News, “If it’s between 
consensual adults and referred by li- 
censed therapists and doesn’t involve 
minors, then it’s not illegal.” 

In spite of that, Chao says that she 
has known some therapists who are 
hesitant to use SPT because they fear 
that their license could be imperiled. 
They also express concerns that their 
clients will become overly attached to 
the surrogate partners. 

Yet it is difficult to find any thera- 
pists who have actually used SPT and 
who say it has a negative impact. 

Run-ins with the law are not the 
only risk. I asked the practitioners 
if their clients have ever fell in love 
with them, or misunderstood the 
boundaries. None had encountered 


“FINAlly, NE Gave 
Up, saying, Ive 
soent $1,000, 
and | naven T 
even Taken my 
clotnes off.” 


that problem, and of the three I spoke 
with, none had found a lover or part- 
ner through serving as a surrogate 
partner, either. 

“No one’s ever fallen in love,” 
says Chao. “I’ve had clients feel 
weird within the constraints of this 
structure imposed on this sensual 
thing, but we acknowledge and work 
through that. And if they’ve never 
been in love or had those feelings, it’s 
a safe space to explore that.” 


Grace Paley wrote that “sex is 
common, like bread.” Like bread, it 
nourishes, it sustains, and it is a big 
part of our lives. And like bread it could 
be stale or dry or poorly held together, 
and it requires the right conditions to 
be what it can be: delicious and life-giv- 
ing and — sometimes — sublime. 

It was certainly so for Brian, who 
found in SPT a way to address a 
lifelong problem of premature ejac- 
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ulation. 

When Brian — whose last name 
I’m withholding to protect his privacy 
— finished his sessions, he felt he had 
become a new person. 

“It was a life-changing experience, 
and I don’t say that lightly,” he says. “I 
had always been a caregiver, a provider. 
I was in the military, and I’m a doer. I 
had never before been a lover. Relation- 
ships ended because of this problem. I 
feared that someone | asked on a date 
would say yes. After one woman left 
me, | was celibate for five years. At 
age 40, I said, ‘I have to do something 
about this.” 

Brian had his doubts. He had tried 
books and breathing exercises. At first 
he didn’t believe that someone else 
could change what he could not change 
on his own. But the surrogate partner 
and his talk therapist cared about his 
progress, and they helped him to com- 
mit fully to the work. 

“You can’t dabble in this,” Brian 
says. You think you're going into this 
to talk about this one problem, but you 
end up talking about your whole life. 
You want to guard yourself against the 
emotions that come up. But I realized 
[had to lay myself bare, to give every- 
thing to this process. Sometimes you 
just have to pull over while driving and 
cry. 

He was afraid at the beginning of 
his SPT sessions, and then again at 
the end. At first he feared that SPT 
wouldn’t work, and when he made 
progress with his surrogate partner, 
he feared that after the sessions were 
over, his old problem would return. But 
the techniques he learned have stayed 
with him. 

For three years now, he has had 
complete control over his ejaculation. 
He credits SPT with enhancing all of his 
relationships: with friends, family, and 
with business associates. 

“This was an incredible process, you 
learn how to touch everything,” he 
says. You begin with simple objects, 
learning to notice textures, things like 
that. Slowly, you learn to be intimate 
in a completely safe environment. You 
experience a sense of self-realization. 
You are in it and at the same time, 
you are watching the process from the 
outside.” 

Surrogate partners and other body- 
work practitioners provide a space for 
people to learn how to live with them- 
selves as physical beings who need 
one another for pleasure, as well as 
for health and sanity — because those 
things are related. 

For Wu, Mark, Chao, and Waddell, 
the experience of helping people con- 
nect with their bodies is one of shared 
liberation. Wu's own healing led her 
to explore new possibilities in her own 
life, and to bring it into harmony. She 
says that her goal is to help people’s 
heads, hearts, and genitals all vibrate 
together, in tune with one another. 
Sounds like a worthy endeavor for all 
of us human animals. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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Thu 3/31 | Music 


DRUM STRUCK 


Tabla virtuoso Zakir Hussain is a na- 
tional treasure in his native India and 
one of world music’s architects and su- 
perstars. A former child prodigy, Hussain 
learned to play the sophisticated du- 
al-drum instrument from his fa- 
ther — the tabla master Alla Rakha 
— and has become renowned for the 
technical proficiency, improvisational 
prowess, and soulful concentration he 
displays when drumming. The New York 
Times called him a “living genius.” Hus- 
sein achieved international fame in the 
1970s as amember of Shakti, the fusion 
band featuring John McLaughlin and L. 
Shankar. Additional collaborations have 
included Planet Drum, with Mickey 
Hart — their first LP received a 
Grammy Award in the brand-new cate- 
gory of Best World Music Album — and 
projects with George Harrison, Van 
Morrison, Pharoah Sanders, and Yo-Yo 
Ma. In his continued effort to bring In- 
dia’s diverse rhythmic sounds to audi- 
ences worldwide, Hussein will be 
presenting and performing in sev- 
eral Masters of Percussion showcases, 
conducted though his current residency 
at SFJazz. Fellow drummers and guest 
musicians and dancers will join him. 
Zakir Hussain will present Masters 
of Percussion Thursday to Sunday, 
March 31-April 3, at SFJazz Center, 
201 Franklin St., S.F $35-$75; 866- 
920-5299 or sfjazz.org. Anita Katz 


Sat 4/2 | Dance 


DANCE LOCALLY 


It’s not quite the dance equivalent of 
neorealist cinema, but Bolero, featuring 
a largely civilian cast and all body types, 
contains an authenticity factor rare in 
A-list dance-company productions. 
Choreographed by Larry Keigwin and 
Nicole Wolcott of New York’s Keigwin + 
Company, and set to Ravel’s magnetic 
score, the community-specific perfor- 


mance consists of vignettes unfolding 
in a selected city or region, danced by 
several dozen of that area’s real-life resi- 
dents. A handful of Keigwin company 
members perform material requiring 
professional talent. While the show’s 
general structure remains constant, ele- 
ments such as costumes and cast demo- 
graphics vary according to 
vicinity. Bolero premiered in New York 
City in 2007 with a production featur- 
ing 46 New Yorkers reading newspa- 
pers, talking on cellphones, walking 
dogs, and the like. Both audiences and 
critics deemed it a joyful salute to the 
city and its denizens. To date, Bolero has 
been presented in about a dozen loca- 
tions, and next up is Stanford Univer- 
sity. Bolero Silicon Valley is expected to 
feature more than 50 civilians dancing 
in a tech-world setting. 

Keigwin + Company will pres- 
ent Bolero at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 
April 2, and 2:30 p.m., Sunday, April 
3, at Bing Concert Hall, Stanford 
University, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. 
$15-$65; 650-724-2464 or live.stan- 
ford.edu. Anita Katz 


Mon 4/4 | Film 


ABSOLUTE TRASH 


Before achieving mainstream success 
with Hairspray, bad-taste maven John 
Waters made some inimitably trans- 
gressive and disgusting cinema. “If 
someone vomits watching one of my 
films, it’s like getting a standing ova- 
tion,” Waters wrote in Shock 

Value, while noting that bad taste can 
have merit, including the ability to 
amuse. Waters’ Trash Trilogy, from 
the 1970s, contains some of Waters’ 
most revered such works. It begins 
with Pink Flamingos, Waters’ cult-pop- 
ular social satire containing murder, 
bestiality, incest, cannibalism, necro- 
philia, and a notorious dog-poop mo- 
ment. The film features regular 
Waters collaborator Divine living in 
squalor with her Old kin, 
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vying to become the “Filthiest Person 
Alive.” It has appeared on numerous 
lists of best gross-out comedies. Fe- 
male Trouble follows Dawn Davenport 
— again Divine — as a bad schoolgirl, 
single mom, and lethal model. In Des- 
perate Living, a housekeeper (Jean 
Hill) and her employer (Mink Stole) 
commit murder and end up on an out- 
rageous journey, Waters-style. The 
Roxie Theater will be screening the 
films late at night and in 35mm. The 
presentation coincides with a Wa- 
ters-curated gallery show at 
FraenkelLab. 

John Waters’ Trash Trilogy will 
screen Monday through Sunday, 
April 4-10, at the Roxie Theater, 
3117 16th St., S.F. $8-$12; 415-863- 
1087 or roxie.com. Anita Katz 


_* 


Wed 4/6 | Books 


HIPPIE AT LAW 


Beyond the fame and flamboyance, civ- 
il-rights lawyer, activist, and local char- 
acter J. Tony Serra has long been a 
genuine deal. Combining countercul- 
ture principles with acclaimed court- 
room skills, Serra has defended 
numerous radical and high-profile fig- 
ures since the 1960s — Huey Newton, 
Chol Soo Lee, Dennis Peron, Judi Bari, 
and Symbionese Liberation Army mem- 
bers among them. In 1971, he ran for 
San Francisco mayor on the Platypus 
ticket — for “redistribution of wealth 
and power to the people” — and later 
went to prison for tax resistance. Hav- 
ing taken a vow of poverty, Serra lives in 
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a tiny North Beach apartment, wears 
secondhand suits, and often works pro 
bono. Now 81, the long-haired Dead- 
head and cannabis advocate has written 
a novel. While in prison, Serra com- 
pleted The Scaffold: A Treason Death Pen- 
alty Trial, a wartime story featuring U.S. 
and Japanese warcraft, an island para- 
dise, a military trial, and a message in- 
volving the absurdity of war, capital 
punishment, and much of life. He’ll be 
celebrating the novel’s release with a 
bookstore appearance next week. 

J. Tony Serra will launch The Scaffold: A 
Treason Death Penalty Trial at 7 

p.m. Wednesday, April 6, at City Lights 
bookstore, 261 Columbus Ave., S.E 
Free. 415-362-8193 or citylights.com. 
Anita Katz 
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RT LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our completel listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


Arc Gallery & Studios. Identity Opening Reception: 
“Identity,” features the works of Arc’s studio 
artists Kathy Fujii-Oka, Dianne Hoffman, Peter 
Howells, Soad Kader, Bonnie Levinson, Sasha 
Merritt, Priscilla Otani, William Salit, Debra Cook 
Shapiro, Tracy Starr, Denise Tarantino, Samanta 
Tello & Stephen C. Wagner, with Matthew Frederick. 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 1-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 12-3 
p.m. Continues through April 30. Free. 415-861- 
3504. arcstudiossf@gmail.com. www.arc-sf. 
com/. 1246 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-298-7969, 
arc-sf.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education (CARE). 
The Erosion of Memory: Works by Anne Tait: Tait's 
work is influenced by vernacular 19th-century 
memorials and the influence of industrialized 
printmaking onimages of memory and domesticity. 
Prints, paintings, glass etchings, and embroidery 
pieces combine cemetery grave imagery with 
monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 


THURSDAY 


Dance 


City Limits. William Koone, 10:10: A watch must 


be watched to witness time’s movement. Since 
about 1926, commercial photography has let 
time stand still at 10:10. The symmetrical hands, 
hour on the left and minute on the right, give 
an impression that the clock is smiling. Taking 
the ambivalent posturing of objects and people 
found in everyday photography, along with 
the intrinsic trade language of its commercial 
application -- invisible supports, slogans, fonts, 
and props -- William Koone presents a group of 
new sculptures which examine and reconfigure 
this facade of suspended timelessness and the 
image fantasy it braces and shapes. Sat., April 
2, 1-5 p.m. free. 917-267-9587. 300 Jefferson, 
Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 


David Brower Center. Vanishing Ice: Alpine Land- 


scapes in Art 1775-2012: A multimedia exhibit 
that explores the beauty and fragility of frozen 
landscapes through the lens of science, adven- 
ture, and aesthetics, opens with a curator lecture 
and a screening of Art from a Changing Arctic 
at 6:30 p.m. Through May 11. Free. 2150 Allston 
Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 


The Dryansky Gallery. Hovering: Photographs at 


the Boundaries of Nature: The Dryansky Gallery 
is proud to present Hovering: Photographs 
at the Boundaries of Nature, an exhibition of 
large-scale works by Gregg Wilensky, Theoret- 
ical Physicist and Senior Principal Scientist at 
Adobe. Wilensky’s contemplative photographic 
compositions explore the boundaries between 
faithful representation and the abstracted image. 
Hovering marks Wilensky's first exhibition in 
San Francisco and will be on view from March 31 
through May 12, 2016 with an opening reception 
on Thursday, March 31 from 7-9 PM. The artist 
will be in attendance. Wednesdays-Sundays, 
1-9 p.m.; Wednesdays-Sundays, 12:30-5 p.m. 
Continues through May 12. Free. 415-932-9302. 
info@thedryansky.com. www.thedryansky. 


3/31 


Still Life Dances, evening-length program 
of physical vignettes based on still life 
paintings from the de Young’s permanent 
collection, starts at 8 p.m. through April 2 at 
ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., S.E $25-30; 
415-863-6606 or odcdance.org. 


Robbie Sweeny 


Theater 


e. Colette Uncensored, world premiere of 
solo show set in Parisian lecture hall at the 
Qr end of WWIL, explores the life and work of 
trail-blazing French novelist at 4 p.m. 
through May 14 at Marsh Theater, 1062 
Valencia St., S.F. $20-55; 415-282-3055 or 
themarsh.org. 


Collette Uncensored 


Movie Mashups 


Anthony Buchanan, creator of Denver’s 
inspired pop-up microcinema “Cinema 
Contra,” screens his own Super 8mm films 
comprised of snippets of found footage at 8 
p.m. at OddballCinema, 275 Capp St., S.E $10 
with RSVP; 415-558-8117 or oddfilms. 


Anthony Buchanan 


my At 


blogspot.com. 


Hovering: Photographs at the 
Boundaries of Nature, exhibit of large- 
scale abstract photographs created by 
theoretical physicist Gregg Wilensky, opens 
at 7 p.m. and continues through May 12 at 
Dryansky Gallery, 2120 Union St., S.F Free; 


Gregg Wilensky, Yellow, Cowell Ranch, 2015, 
pigment print on cotton paper. 
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415-932-9302 or thedryansky.com. 
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com. 2120 Union, San Francisco, 415-932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 

FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 
featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, Emily 
Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
2277 Mission, San Francisco, 415-500-2166, 
ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 
ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fort Mason. Capacitor’s ‘‘When We Were Small”: 
Capacitor takes audience members through 
the exploration of early sensory discovery in 
“When We Were Small” — a surreal reflection of 
childhood in the form of a performance instal- 
lation, happening at Fort Mason Center for Arts 
& Culture’s new Gallery 308. March 31-April 10. 
$35-$42. Fort Mason, San Francisco, 415-345- 
1500, fortmason.org. 

Gallery 16. Jason Middlebrook // The Small Spaces 
in Between: Gallery 16 is pleased to announce 
our first exhibition with New York based artist 
Jason Middlebrook, The Small Spaces in Between. 
This is the first West Coast solo show by the 
California native in over a decade. His work 
has been the subject of major exhibitions and 
public projects around the world, most recently 
at Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art 


and Site Santa Fe. The exhibition will include 20 
of Middlebrook’s signature towering “Plank” 
paintings and wall works. These are geometric 
abstractions painted directly onto internally cut 
trunks from the local mill in Hudson New York. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Mondays-Fridays, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through May 6. Free. 
415-626-7495. hilde@gallery16.com. 501 Third 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Paper Cut - Jennifer Clifford: A 
blend of the vibrant textiles and my vast photo 
collection of skylines and icons taken on my 
urban hikes around San Francisco. Through May 
10. Free. 342 Grant, San Francisco, 415-394-0500, 
hoteltriton.com. 

Paxton Gate's Curiosities for Kids. Penguinno! 
Takes over Paxton Gate Curiosities for Kids.: 
Penguinno! is taking over Paxton Gate Curiosities 
for Kids! Inspired by Fairy Penguins who wear 
sweaters to help them recover after swimming 
in polluted waters, local artist Fuzz E. Grant is 
bringing her brood of cut paper penguins to 
Paxton Gate Curiosities for Kids. In the southern 
hemisphere fairy penguins come ashore at night 
to nest. When there is pollution the penguins are 
washed with detergent to remove the oil from 
their feathers. Unfortunately this also removes 
their natural oils that keep them warm in the cold 
southern ocean. Kind people knit tiny sweaters 


for the penguins to keep them. Through April 
5, lla.m. Free. 415-252-9990. fuzzillustration. 
com/penguinnos-1/. 766 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-252-9990, www.paxtongate.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. RayKo's 9th Annual Interna- 
tional Juried Plastic Camera Show: RayKo's 9th 
Annual Plastic Camera Show is opening on March 
9th from 6-8pm! China may have announced that 
they've stopped making the Holga (a plastic 
medium format camera with limited controls, 
a fixed focal length, and a crappy plastic lens), 
but artists are still churning out images from this 
toy camera and many others like the Diana, the 
Bluebird, the Brownie Hawkeye, the Ansco Pix 
Panorama and many others you've never heard 
of. Along with the 90 international artists juried 
into this competition, we will also be featuring 
the work of Gordon Stettinus, this year’s chosen 
one! Through April 29, 6-8 p.m. Free. 415-495- 
3773. ann@raykophoto.com. www.raykophoto. 
com. 428 Third St., San Francisco, 415-495-3773, 
raykophoto.com. 

Root Division. 2nd Saturday Series: The Alchemist: 
The Alchemist presents artists whose practice 
includes alternative processes and the trans- 
formation of raw materials in unexpected ways. 
April 6-23. Free. 1131 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-863-7668, rootdivision.org. 
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April 29th, 30th & May Ist 
San Mateo Event Center 


Special Events 
Marianne Williamson| Dr. Eben Alexander} Scott Wolter 
Gregg Braden|John Gray Ph.D|Dr. Steven Greer 
Deborah King|Amy Goodman| Nassim Haramein 
Katherine Woodward Thomas 


180+ Booths| Special Events 
Workshops | Lectures 
Panel Discussions | Yoga | Bookstore 
Green Products| Natural Foods 
Health & Beauty Products 
Crystals & Jewelry 
Meditation Lounge | Intuitive Readers 
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COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Casual Sets! Live Comedy!: Hosted by Levi Ja- 
cobs. First Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/casualsetsoak. The Golden 
Bull, 412 14th St., Oakland, 510-893-0803. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) a chance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

Chinese Ballroom: Long form and short form 
comedy improv. First Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $12-$15, chineseballroomimprov. 
com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 
edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 


The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., San 
Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861- 
3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Night at I! Pirata: Tony Sparks has 
presided over this long-running local showcase 
since 2005. First Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 
Il Pirata, 2007 16th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

The Dirty Show: Stand-up gents Zack Chapaloni 
and Joe Gorman woo you to their comedic 
monthly rencontre in the only San Francisco bar 
that resembles a tricked-out ‘70s sex van. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. Kozy 
Kar, 1548 Polk, San Francisco, 415-346-5699, 
kozykar.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and this 
weekly open mic means that you, too, can share 
the same stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 415-649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 
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#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & Queers: 
Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, with all 
genders welcome (but misogyny most definitely 
not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 Tith St., San 
Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. 
Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-392- 
9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest “brings 
together some of the most pessimistic, neurotic, 
and dysfunctional individuals on the face of the 
planet: stand-up comedians.” First Monday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy. 


com. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeon- 
mars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San 
Francisco, 415-693-9588. 


Noel Fielding: Tue., April 5, 8 p.m.; Wed., April 6, 
8 p.m., $42.50. The Regency Ballroom, 1300 
Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 415-673-5716, 
theregencyballroom.com. 

Noel Fielding: April 5-6, 8 p.m., $42.50. The Re- 
gency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-5716, theregencyballroom.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896- 
6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live 
audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action 
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Cannabis Job Fair 


America’s Fastest Growing Industry 


DOZENS of cannabis companies hiring talent now 
HUNDREDS of jobs in ALL sectors of the industry 


THOUSANDS of networking possibilities with industry leaders 


April 30th, 2016 10am -é6pm 
Regency Ballroom 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 


mice 4a item cel siieh@ele(-e) a /7,4 8 4 


For more information, visit JoinTheGreenRush.org 





greenrRush 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


RG SMe urwones Viga yty GoM @) aatsn ath. 


MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 2016 21 


, 


- 


DIST 1270\ValenciaSt. ¢ 415-647-8332 
: ISS5Haight st 2415 -431-7733 


BERKELEY?12 B EES EES e 510-644-9202 


22 





19 “Below Market Rate” Rental Units (2-Studios, 10-One-Bedrooms and 7-Two-Bedrooms) available 
May 2016 at 101 Polk Street, San Francisco, California 94102 as follows: 


Maximum Allowable Rents 


$ 941 $1,074 $1,199 


Prices listed above do not include utilities or parking. Parking rent is an additional $100 per month. Spaces 
are limited and will be selected by final lottery rank (5 total). 


Must be non-property owners and income eligible. Households must earn no more than the 
maximum income levels below: 


Household Size One Two Three Four Five 
Person Person Person Person Person 
55% of Median Income $39,250.00 | $44,850.00 $50,450.00 $56,050.00 $60,550.00 
2015 


Applications are due by 5pm on April 15, 2016 and must be received in paper form (no faxes or 
emails). POSTMARKS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 


For more information, please contact The Civic at (415) 522-0261 or via e-mail at bmr@thecivicsf.com or 


download application at http://emeraldfund.com/thecivicbmr.html or pick up in person at the following 
location and times: 


101 Polk Street, #107, San Francisco, CA 94102 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 10 am-6 pm 
Friday, March 18, 2016-Friday, April 15, 2016 


Units available through the San Francisco Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community Development and 
are subject to monitoring and other restrictions. Visit www.sfmohcd.org for program information and to 
view the full posting. 
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FRIDAY 4/1 


Art 


LITE-BRITE 


If color is the torture of light, 
Cathy Cunningham-Little 
could be a grand inquisitor. 
For more than a quarter of a 
century, the San Antonio art- 
ist has been bending and ma- 
nipulating light, whether it’s 
been fulfilling commissions 
in neon at her self-owned 
glass studio, or challenging 
perception through a tricky 
configuration of lightboxes, 
or building room-scale instal- 
lations out of reflective re- 
cording wire that are affected 
by the movement and acti- 
vated by light. More recently, 
Cunningham-Little began 
painting Modernist abstrac- 
tions by shining light through 
plates of carefully angled di- 
chroic glass, which is coated 
with vaporized metal to 
transmit one color while reflecting another, like a sharkskin suit. In Manifest- 
ing Luminance, Cunningham-Little manipulates industrial materials to create 
phenomenological impressions with bold, highly saturated, self-illuminated 
sculptures that are inspired by the color theories of painter Josef Albers. Unlike 
Albers’, these colors have no boundaries or borders. Cunningham-Little’s exhibit 
is complemented beautifully by From the Floor, a solo exhibit by Penny Olson, 
whose condensed, high-resolution, and unrecognizable photographs of the light 
moving across the gallery floor will confound and thrill you. 

Manifesting Luminance opens at 12 p.m. and runs through May 26 at 
Chandra Cerrito Contemporary, 480 23rd St., Oakland. Free; 510-260- 
7494 or chandracerritocontemporary.com. Silke Tudor 


Music Movie 


| Saw the Light, a biopic of seminal 
singer/songwriter Hank Williams portrayed 
by Brit Tom Hiddleston, opens at 1:45 p.m. 
at Clay Theatre, 2261 Fillmore St., S.F. $8- 
10.50; 415-561-9921 or landmarktheatres. 
com/san-francisco/clay-theatre. 


Art Films 


Crossroads 2016, San Francisco 
Cinematheque’s festival of experimental 
film featuring nine discrete programs over 
the three days with work by the likes of 
Michael Betancourt, Craig Baldwin, 
Margaret Rorison, and Tzu-An Wu, starts at 
7 p.m. and continues through April 3 at 
Victoria Theater 2961 16th St., S.F $10; 
415-863-7576 or sfcinematheque.org. 


Performance 


“The Flow Show 8,” festival of prop- 
based routines for lovers of juggling, hula 
hoops, swords, spheres, fans, infinity rings, 
flower-sticks, staff, poi, buugeng light 
staffs, and everything else you saw in the 
desert, starts at 8 p.m. and continues 
through April 3 at Dance Mission Theater, 
3316 24th St, S.F. $20; 415-826-4441 or 
dancemission.com. 
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Art 


Emilio Villalba: The 
Next Day, solo exhibition 
by masterful oil painter 
who invokes classic Danish 
portraiture while filtering 
them through the frenetic, 
often schizophrenic lens of 
modern life, starts at 6 p.m. 
and continues through 
April 30 at Modern Eden 
Gallery, 801 Greenwich St., 
S.E Free; 415-956-3303 or 
moderneden.com. 


Opera 
Svadba-Wedding, an 


hour-long chamber opera 
for 10 voices by the 
incredible Ana Sokolovi¢, is 
inspired by preparations for 
a Serbian wedding starts 
with a talk by the composer 
at 7 p.m. anda performance 
at 8 p.m. through April 10 
at Taube Atrium Theater, 
401 Van Ness Ave., S.E $75; 
415-864-3330, or sfopera. 
com. 








Cihan Unalan 
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Art 


24-Hour Psycho, an exhibit of 
large-scale images by 23-year-old 
Petra Collin, a Canadian-born artist 
who explores how girls become 
women in the age of Photoshop and 
social media, starts at 1 p.m. through 
April 30 at Ever Gold Gallery, 441 
O'Farrell St., S.E Free; 415-796-3676 
or evergoldgallery.com. 


Music 


Peter Murphy, unpredictable post- 
punk icon and legendary frontman of 
Bauhaus, performs stripped down 
versions of everything from “Bela 
Lagosi Is Dead” to “Cuts You Up,” at 
8:30 p.m. Swedish American Hall, 
2174 Market St., S.E. $45; 415-4431- 
7578 or swedishamericanhall.com. 


Movie Marathon 


Out 1: Noli Me Tangere, epic 13- 
hour cinematic experience created in 
1971 by French New Wave director 
Jacques Rivette, is shown in its 
entirety, starting at 12 p.m. at Alamo 
Drafthouse, 2550 Mission St., S.F. 
$13.25; 415-549-5959 or drafthouse. 
com/sf. 


Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, 
facebook.com/medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Roughhouse: Sketch comedy made the San 
Jose way. First Saturday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $17.50-$35, roughhousecomedy.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/ComedyRoyale. The Royale, 800 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Safe Words: Stand-up comedy at a gay leather 
bar with (not gay or leathery) host Kollin Holtz. 
First Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 
S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? Let 
Endgames Improv turn headlines into punchlines 
at this interactive and spontaneous comedy 
show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Creek: Summer-camp-style hijinks with Jesse 
Fernandez, DJ Real, Mary Van Note, and guests. 
First Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines fol- 
lowed by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProduc- 
tions. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Talkies: A comedy/multimedia monthly event 
produced by George Chen, Anna Seregina, Jesse 
Elias, Clare O'Kane, and Land Smith-Abbinante. 
First Friday of every month, 8 p.m., $10, talkies- 
show.tumbir.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 


Valencia, San Francisco, 415-643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna- 
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you've seen on TV, 
and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/tabernaclesf. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
$17-827. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throck- 
morton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 142throck- 
mortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at this 
long-running weekly comedy catharsis. Fridays, 
10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgamesimprov. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection explore 
the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, asi- 
anart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 


Six guitars, one singer, and an unbelievable journey. 


THE LION 
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SF OPERA LAB SEASON ONE 


Join us in the new 
Dianne and Tad Taube Atrium Theater 
at the Diane B. Wilsey Center for Opera 
401 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 


NEW SF OPERA LAB PRODUCTION 


SVADBA-WEDDING 
ANA SOKOLOVIC April 2-10 


Eat, drink and be married! A bride-to-be and her friends prepare for her 

wedding day in this fantastical a cappella opera. And you're invited to 

the after-party: each performance includes a free reception featuring a 
DJ, champagne and wedding cake from Tout Sweet Patisserie. 


THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE CINE-CONCERT 
BENOIT CHAREST April 14-23 


Don't miss this “comic, touching, visual knockout” (Rolling Stone)! 
Be transported to 1920s Paris and Le Jazz Hot as 
composer-conductor Benoit Charest leads Le Terrible 
Orchestre de Belleville in a live performance of his score 
during a screening of this beloved animated film (PG-13). 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


The Taube Atrium Theater is equipped with the fA r 
ll Sexes 


@ Sound. Media Sponsor FAKDFC 


Meyer Sound Constellation® acoustic system. 


sfoperalab.com - (415) 864-3330 


OPERA BOX OFFICE (301 Van Ness Ave) 
Mon 10am—5pm 
Tue-Sat 10am-—6pm (Cela elarelat-smolalhy) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
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SUNDAY 4/3 


Cine Event 


MOTION PICTURES 
MOVING TRUTH 


Over the last few 
years, Charles Ferguson has 
received a lot of attention for 
the movies that he hasn’t made. Charles Ferguson 
To be sure, 2015’s Time to Choose is an alarming and bracingly proactive look at the 
environmental crisis, but we also wanted Ferguson’s abandoned documentary 
about WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange. (As a ground-floor Internet entrepre- 
neur, M.I.T. scholar, and formidable authority on tech policy, Ferguson was 
uniquely qualified to make it.) Of even more interest was Ferguson’s CNN-funded 
documentary on Hilary Clinton, but that project was obstructed by threats against 
the news agency, from both sides of the aisle. The politicos were spooked. Fergu- 
son's first two films — 2010's Oscar-winning Inside Job, a thorough reckoning of 
2008's economic crisis; and 2007's aptly titled No End in Sight: The American Occu- 
pation of Iraq — were comprehensive examinations of power and policy, followed 
by equally damning books full of detailed citation. Tonight, after a screening of No 
End in Sight, this formidable filmmaker will talk about the movie's continued and 
ruinous relevance, and what it takes to be a truth-sayer. 

Charles Ferguson appears after No End in Sight at 7 p.m. at Berkeley Art 
Museum Pacific Film Archive, 2155 Center Street, Berkeley. $12; 510-642- 
0808 or bampfa.berkeley.edu. Silke Tudor 


Walking Tour 


“Alfred Hitchcock's San 
Francisco,” a journey through Nob 
Hill and Union Square viewed through 
the lens of the Master of Suspense, 
starts at 11 a.m. at the Huntington 
Park fountain, Sacramento St. near 
Taylor St., S.F. Free; sfcityguides.org. 








Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 


Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 


415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 


cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Color of Life: The 
Academy's bright new summer show celebrates 
the chromatic diversity of nature with live 
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animals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California 
Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium show 
redefines the traditional concept of astronomical 
presentation, turning the telescopes around and 
focusing on the greatest wonder of the universe 
— Earth itself — as it invites viewers to discover 
what it means to live in today's connected world 
on the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 


MONDAY 4/4 


Literary Salon 


“Funny Sexy Sad,” a reading 
series true to its name, reunites 
Tusk blog co-founders Lizzy Acker 
and Nate Waggoner, as well as 
writers Maggie Tokuda-Hall, 
Caroyln Ho, Casey Childers, Joe 
Wadlington, Hope Waggoner, and 
Kath Duckworth at 7 p.m. $5-10; 
Second Act, 1727 Haight St., S.F 
415-668-3994 or secondactsf.com 


quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the 
Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Acade- 
my’s live coral tank and offer live explanations 
of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
Ssssnake Encounter: Get up close and personal 
with some of the Academy's scaly, slithering 
inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly 
afterhours party featuring dance music, drinks, 
scientific presentations, hands-on activities, and 
more for people who like to pair their intellec- 
tual curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 
Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s 
residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Garden Railway: 1915 


Pan-Pacific: Garden Railway displays miniature 
replicas of World's Fair attractions. Through April 
10. $8. 100 John F. Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 
415-666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 


Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as “‘an 
outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of steel 
into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, old 
tools, and other objects that hang over the 
museum's central lobby. Like the eternal light 
that can be found in every synagogue, Lane's 
gigantic lamp can be seen as a symbol of higher 
connection — both literally and figuratively. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Hardly 
Strictly Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough 
to meet Warren Hellman, or see him perform at 
his signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
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performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Permanent Exhibits: The family 
science museum's gigantic new complex is split 
into six separate gallery sections that focus on 
human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and inter- 
active features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tactile Dome: One of the Exploratorium's 
earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze designed 
to heighten one’s awareness of the sense of 
touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 
GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 
Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 
Lawrence Hall of Science. Spring Science Days 
2016: Design, build, and test planetary rovers and 
spacecrafts. Get inspired by the other-worldly 
qualities of Earth's animals, and learn about 
NASA's efforts to visit Mars in a 3D film! The 
Planetarium, Ingenuity Lab, and Animal Discovery 
Room will be open on weekdays AND weekends 
during Spring Science Days. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through April 10. 
Free with admission. Explore New Worlds: At the 
Hall's newest experience, Explore New Worlds, 
you lead the charge into the great unknown. On 
your visit, you are the engineer, the astronaut, 
and the adventurer. Launch a rocket, design 
planetary rovers, tour the universe in our 
Planetarium, and more! Wednesdays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Sept. 4. $12 
Adults; $10 Children 3-18, Seniors 62+; Free for 
Members, children age 2 and under, UC Berkeley 
students and staff. 1 Centennial, Berkeley, 510- 
642-5132, lawrencehallofscience.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Por- 
celain from England and continental Europe. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the ex- 
travagant French Neoclassical interior of the 
Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Alison Saar: 
“Bearing”: Saar utilizes manipulated materials 
such as glass and tar and found objects such 
as Sugar sacks, mops, and raw cotton to merge 
the historical past with contemporary bodies. 
The historical attachments associated with 
such materials provoke conversation about 
the burdens endured by African Americans 
stemming from the legacy of slavery and 
racial discrimination, both past and present. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 
16. $5-$10. 685 Mission, San Francisco, 415-358- 
7200, moadsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny Insect, 
Big Impact: With bee populations declining 
across the nation, this family friendly exhibit 
acts as both an introduction to these striped 
insects and a wake-up call about their ecological 
importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 24. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238- 
2200, museumca.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presen- 
tations about the animals who live at the mu- 
seum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 
Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In Sci- 
ence Workshop: Each week kids and parents can 
participate in artistic activities that illuminate 
some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 
$3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the Randall's 
regular facilities in Corona Heights are tempo- 
rarily closed, the animals who live at the museum 
will make weekly trips down to the Mission for 
free live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
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Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative in- 
stallations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA’s own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lightswarm: This 


suspended window sculpture turns the YBCA's 
glass wall into a glowing parade of sound-sens- 
ing lights that changes with the movements of 
nearby people and things. Through Oct. 31. Free. 
Murmur Wall: Located by the YBCA steps at 701 
Mission, this Future Cities Lab installation lights 
up as it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers can 
offer their own contributions, which feed into the 
data stream, light up the sculpture, and reflect 
the city’s volatile internet habits. Through May 
31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


At Last Theatre presents Dominion: A New play 


by Alan Olejniczak. Directed by Rik Lopes. When 
young Esther arrives to fulfill her duties as third 


TUESDAY 


wife of the prophet Hammon, she must also find 
her place among his other wives - the adversarial 
Mara and the well-meaning Rachel. On a nearby 
farm, the widow Ella fears that her only son Jubal 
will be taken away, leaving her alone to weather 
the advances of one of the most powerful 
members of the community. Defying tradition, 
Jubal and Esther set in motion a series of events 
that corrupt the foundation of the entire village. 
Starting April 1, Fridays, 8-9:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 
8-9:30 p.m.; Thursdays, 8-9:30 p.m. Continues 
through April 21, $30. Fort Mason, Fort Mason, 
San Francisco, 415-345-7500, fortmason.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look 
at the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882- 
9100, sheltontheater.org. 


The How and the Why: More than science is at 


stake when two women of different genera- 
tions clash over what it means to be female. 
On the eve of a prestigious conference, an 
up-and-coming evolutionary biologist wres- 
tles for the truth with an established leader 
in the field. As the women thrash out their 
views, the struggle to find the middle ground 
between research and relationships. This 
intimate and keenly perceptive play by Sarah 
Treem (Netflix'’s HOUSE OF CARDS, HBO's IN 
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Art 


SMELL THE ROSES 





In the realm of artistic synesthe- 
sia, Bouquets to Art is one of the 
city’s most anticipated annual events, 
with more than 125 innovative floral 
designers drawing inspiration from 
artworks in the permanent collection 
of the de Young Museum. Already, sev- 
eral adjunct programs have sold-out, 
though, arguably, the most interesting, 
Takako Ikebana Studio, Takako Miyashita, The New Blooms with notable Helio 
JeffLeRoux girl Flowers and Crimson Horticulture 
Rarities representing San Francisco’s next generation of florists, remains open. 
Of course, elucidation can’t compete with the sensory delights of the exhibit, 
with its heady perfume, brilliant sprays of color, prickly temperature — take a 
sweatshirt — and wild flashes of imagination. From the impressionistic, like 
Jean S. David’s 2015 arrangement which captured the brooding strength and 
beauty of Frank Duveneck’s 1879 “Study for Guard of the Harem’ using only ten 
South African arum lilies and a tumble of honeycomb fabric, to more literal in- 
terpretations, like that of Plumweed Flowers’ Monique Duncan who created a 
haunting life-size human figure inspired by Robert Henri’s Lady in Black witha 
Spanish Scarf — youre going to see something that will stay with you forever. 
Bouquets to Art opens at 9:30 a.m. and runs through April 10 at the 
de Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F. $25; 415-750- 
3600 or deyoung.famsf.org. Silke Tudor 





Songstress 


Ester Rada, Israeli-born Ethiopian singer who conjures the savoir faire of 
Ethiopiques, the hip-shaking funk of Fela Kuti, and the emotional nuance of 
Nina Simone, speaks at 7 p.m. and performs at 8 p.m. at Jewish Community 
Center of San Francisco, 3200 California St., S.F. $27-37; 415-292-1233 or jccsf. 
org. 


Hilarious Human 
Noel Fielding, English comedian, actor, artist, and co-creator of The Mighty 


Boosh, performs at 8 p.m. through April 7 at Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter St., 
S.E. $42.50; 888-929-7849 or theregencyballroom.com. 
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TREATMENT) explores evolution and emotion, 
and the difficult choices faced by women of 
every generation. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
8-10 p.m.; Sundays, 2-4 p.m.; Tuesdays, Sun- 
days, 7-9 p.m. Continues through May 8, $35- 
$45. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 


formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 


The News: Monthly series of queer performance 


art. First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. 
SOMArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, San 
Francisco, 415-863-1414, somarts.org. 


Stories by Emma Donoghue and Colm Toibin: 


For Word for Word's latest production they are 
performing stories by award-winning writers 
Colm Toibin (‘Silence’) and Emma Donoghue 
(‘Night Vision’). Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7-9 
p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 8-10 p.m.; Sundays, 


& 


Better than a Garage sale... 
It’s the whole house! 


Open Tues.-Fri.12-7 
Sat. 12-6, Closed Sun. and Mon. 


952 Howard St, San Francisco 


415-543-6833 


3-5 p.m. Continues through April 3, $33 - $58. 
Z Below, 470 Florida, San Francisco, 415-626- 
0453, zSpace.org. 


The Unfortunates: The Unfortunates, a musical 


fever dream inspired by the old blues song “’St. 
James Infirmary,” tells the story of a soldier 
who traverses a world of nightmares to rescue 
an armless courtesan from the plague. Through 
April 10, $45-$85. The Strand, 1127 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


WEDNESDAY 4/6 


Bunraku-Style Theater 


Birdheart, fantastically inventive 
animated theater by puppetmaker/ 
director Julian Crouch and 
composer/musician Saskia Lane, 
returns from Europe with a full- 
length premiere at 7 p.m. through 
April 17 at Z Space, 450 Florida St. 
S.E $15-25; 415-626-0453 or 
zspace.org. 


Art 


Mona Kuhn, Brazilian-born artist 
and independent scholar at the 
Getty Research Institute, exhibits 
new large-scale photographs based 
on the human form at 12 p.m. 
through May 7 at 
EUQINOMprojects, 1599 
Tennessee St., 415-823-2990 or 
euginomprojects.com. 


Special VIP appearances by 


DAVID TUTERA | 


NICOLE MURPHY 


April 10, 2016 
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CLAREMONT CLUB & SPA 


Book your ticket today: 
www.LuxeBridalShowSFE.eventbrite.com 
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BSAA AT EXCUSE ME, I'M TALKING DOW QUIXOTE WITH TERRY GILLIAM 


Fielding Inquiries 


After the British comedy troupe disbanded at the peak of its game, The Mighty Boosh's Noel Fielding goes solo. 


By Zack Ruskin 


Though outlandish costumes 
are an integral element in Noel Fielding’s 
smash BBC 3 show The Mighty Boosh and 
his follow-up, Noel Fielding’s Luxury Com- 
edy, he’s not hard to spot out in the wild. 
When he arrives at The Station in Jack- 
son Square, there’s no mistaking the co- 
median with the eyeliner, black 
feather-lined coat, and shag-glam black 
hair. 

As soon as we start speaking, a 
stranger approaches. “I love your hair,” 
she says, prompting Fielding to laugh 
and flash her a warm smile. 

“T don’t even think I’ve touched it 
today,” he replies. 

Fielding’s look isn’t the result 
of vanity, but rather the visual lens 
through which he approaches comedy. 
As a graduate of Croydon Art School 
in London, he says the space an art 
education offers allowed him to try his 
hand at photography and film, before 
he eventually discovered his passion 
for humor. But even as his comedy 
career took off, he never stopped draw- 
ing and painting. In 2015, he hosted an 
exhibition of his art at the Royal Albert 
Hall, and counts Ringo Starr among 
the collectors of his work. 

Rendering comedy from a visual 
standpoint hasn't always worked to his 
advantage, however. He attributes the 
mixed success of Noel Fielding’s Luxury 
Comedy — the show he co-created with 
artist Nigel Coan after The Mighty 
Boosh disbanded — to the fact that 
the two visually minded art students 
won complete creative control. 

“T felt like we concentrated on what 
it was going to look like so much that 
we got sucked into the techniques of 
the animation, costumes, and make- 
up, he says. “There was almost like too 
much of that, and so the comedy got 
drowned out.” 

In fairness, Luxury Comedy wasn't 
the product of two kids fresh out of 
college with a big budget and a frac- 
tured vision. Speaking with Fielding, 
it’s clear how intensely he thinks 
about the projects he pursues, and the 
myriad elements that go into them. 
Recalling a benefit dinner he attended, 
Fielding giddily relays his excitement 
at being sat next to original Monty 
Python member and animation legend 
Terry Gilliam. 

The two became so immersed in 
their conversation that they failed 
to notice when one of The Kinks ap- 
proached their table to say hi. 

“We were having such a deep con- 
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versation about Don Quixote and all 
these crazy things, and bonding so 
much,” Fielding recalls. “Ray Davies 
came over to say hello, and he just 
stood there, and neither of us noticed 
he was there, and we were just chatting 
away and then after a while he got 
bored and left.” 

Fielding says that when his girl- 
friend later chastised him for ignoring 
Davies, he was devastated. (He also ad- 
monishes himself for “name-dropping 
like a motherfucker,” but Fielding has 
earned the right to rub elbows with lu- 
minaries like Gilliam and Davies. After 
all, The Mighty Boosh was a cult show 
that took the world by storm, incor- 
porating surreal and absurd elements 
into narrative comedy.) 

The show found many notable al- 


lies, including every member of Monty 
Python, who invited Fielding to do a 
bit as part of their reunion shows at 
London’s O2 Arena in 2014. When the 
Boosh played The Bowery in New York 
and The Roxy in Los Angeles following 
the conclusion of their third and final 
series for BBC 3, they found Mike 
Myers pitching them movie ideas, Jack 
Black eager to produce something with 
them, and Robin Williams sharing his 
impressions of his favorite characters 
from the show. Fielding laments that 
the timing was wrong for all the offers 
they received. 

“Unfortunately, when the Boosh 
came to America and it was at its 
height, we were disintegrating. We'd 
been at it for 15 years and we'd kind of 
had enough.” 
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After their U.S. shows, The Mighty 
Boosh disbanded, with Fielding going 
on to Luxury Comedy and co-creator 
Julian Barratt taking on assorted small 
projects while mainly focusing on his 
family. While Fielding wouldn't say 
anything definite, he’s very hopeful 
that a reunion is on the horizon. 

“The magic thing that I have with 
Julian, I don’t feel I’m going to find it 
ever again,’ he says. “So I feel like we 
should do something else.” 

In the interim, Fielding has created 
a new stage show, appropriately titled 
“An Evening with Noel Fielding,” that’s 
toured the world. In typical Fielding 
fashion, it features stand-up, various 
characters, a member of the audience 
being transported into an animation, 
and sketches. While Fielding originally 
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imagined the show as a stand-up en- 
deavor, he says he knew he could never 
do that exclusively. 

“All my ideas, I want to see them,” 
he says. “So it’s not enough just to talk 
about them. In my show, in my stand- 
up, my wife’s having an affair with a 
triangle — but I want to see that trian- 
gle and I want to know who he is, and 
I want to have an argument with him. 

I have to visualize these things for my 
own sanity. Otherwise, they don't feel 
complete.” 


An Evening with Noel Fielding 
Tuesday and Wednesday, April 5-6, 
at the Regency Ballroom, 

1290 Sutter St., 

415-673-5716 or axs.com. 
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RENO 411 


Easter Offensive 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


There are two fears you must 
conquer when traveling to Reno over 
Easter weekend on a bus filled with 40 
drag queens: getting up on stage in a wig 
and a dress — if applicable — and uri- 
nating in a tiny restroom without a sink 
at the back of a moving vehicle after 
drunk people have used all the toilet pa- 
per and sprayed pee everywhere — in 
heels. If you can do that, you can do any- 
thing. 

Den mothers Peaches Christ and 
Heklina have been shepherding hordes 
of queens for 19 years now — not one 
but two busloads-full for at least a 
decade — and Peaches calls the expe- 
rience “magical in its overly glammed- 
up, trashy decadence.” The Mothership 
— née Trannyshack — starts off late 
Saturday morning from Retro Fit, the 
vintage store on Valencia Street, and 
ends at the Sands Regency in Reno by 
way of a McDonald’s off Interstate 80 
in Auburn, Calif. The group performs 
a show at midnight, reconvenes for 
brunch, and then it’s back to S.F. 

While the Mothership is one of the 
gaudiest, most sacrilegious ways to 
commemorate the Resurrection, the 
employees at Mickey D’s seem to love 
it. Let’s say, hypothetically, you write 
about food for a living and it’s your 
first time eating Chicken McNuggets 
since, approximately, 2003. You're still 
going to walk out with two apple pies 
and a refill on your lemonade that is 
then mimosa-fied for the remainder of 
the afternoon. 

The ridiculousness threshold isn’t 
lost on the founders. 

“I think the thing that’s special for 
most of us is that it’s people doing drag 
who enjoy costume and outrageous- 
ness getting together for an extended 
period of time in a ‘summer camp’ type 
of way,” Peaches says. “And of course, 
there’s the unapologetic partying, 
gambling, and garbage-food-eating, 
too.” 

“Reno is so horrific, but in a de- 
lightful way,” Heklina adds. “I’m always 
thrilled to arrive, but 24 hours later I 
can't wait to get the fuck out.” 

It is definitely a party. There’s 
lip-synching on the runway — i.e., the 
bus aisle — using the overhead com- 
partments for acrobatic moves, and 
games of Truth or Dare and I Never. 
The music is loud. People drink early 
and hard, complimenting each other’s 
looks. The roster of bus assignments 
(“Hello Klitty,” “Brandi Heaux,” “Terri 
Twatwaffle”) reads as a sort of found 
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poem, like the list of possible car 
names that poet Marianne Moore once 
submitted to Ford (“Thunderblender,” 
“Regina-Rex”). 

A particularly warped kind of en- 
ergy starts to feel normal, but upon 
arriving in Reno, you realize you have 
left the Bay Area bubble and entered 
America, where this behavior remains 
decidedly out-of-the-ordinary. 

There are three types of people in 
the casino: gawkers whose minds are 
truly blown, giddy onlookers who run 
up to take selfies, and people with 
cigarettes in their mouths who are so 
enraptured by the slot machines they 
don’t even notice the caravan of drunk- 
ass queens filing behind them to the 
elevators. After dinner, a nap, maybe 
some gambling, and two to three hours 
to put together another look, everyone 
assembles outside the hotel to walk to 
the nearby 1Up club together. 

It’s not a gay bar, but a mixed dive 
— as indicated by the lack of a door 
on the men’s room stall. The DJ winds 
down at midnight for the drag show, 
for which 12 or 15 queens have signed 
up, plus a dozen or so members of Sex- 
itude, the body-positive “dance experi- 


ence’ created by D’Arcy Drollinger. As 
drag grows in popularity, the numbers 
have acquired a distinct polish — and 
the audience seems enraptured enough 
— but any vestigial decorum wears 

off the time Drollinger starts drawing 
exaggerated lips on Crissy Field in the 
casino bar by three in the morning. 

While the world’s Christians awoke 
on Easter Sunday to share the Good 
News that He Is Risen, the good news 
in Reno was everybody arose in time to 
get on the bus by 11 a.m. and no queen 
was left behind. Common among ev- 
eryone is eggs: God-fearing children 
are hunting for them in the yard, and 
drag queens are gorging on them at 
the buffet at the Silver Legacy Casino, 
fighting off a hangover with greasy 
food and arguing over whose compli- 
mentary mimosa is whose. 

“It used to terrify the customers,” 
Heklina says, “but now that drag has 
become ‘mainstream, it thrills them. 
We used to get screamed at if we used 
the wrong gender-identified toilet. 
Now the staff of the hotel poses for 
pictures with us and welcomes us 
back.” 

Then it’s back on the buses where, 
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if you are weary of the high-intensity 
party, there is no respite, so youd bet- 
ter give in. Eighteen-packs of Tecate 
materialize, lip-synch roulette takes 
over, rotating co-host Sue Casa is giv- 
ing out makeovers, and LOL McFiercen 
is daring people to eat Peeps soaked in 
pickle juice with a mayonnaise chaser. 

“What really takes the cake was 
watching Tamale Ringwald and Agatha 
Fisty do a mouth-to-mouth transfer 
of a pickled Peep and mayonnaise 
shot,” Black Benatar says. “This drag is 
radical, transgressive, and absurd. And 
that, my friends, is what’s gonna make 
America great again!” 

Being the Sunday of a holiday 
weekend, we hit a lot of stop-and-start 
traffic, which makes using the bath- 
room even trickier than it was on the 
ride up. But it’s time to hand out the 
awards for Best Easter Look, Best New- 
comer, Best Drunk, and Best Overall. 
These are highly coveted. 

“T only started doing drag five 
months ago,” says Cash Monet, winner 
of the Best Newcomer award on Bus 
2. “Three looks in two days sounded 
daunting. Winning Best Newcomer 
was just the cherry on top of my Sham- 
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rock Shake vodka.” 

“The key to being a successful “Best 
Drunk’ is staying glamorous and main- 
taining some semblance of authority,” 
says the ever-inebriated Bus 2 winner 
Crissy Fields. “Even when you're blot- 
toed — by making up shit as pure fact 
and never wavering when questioned.” 

The timing of our departure is for- 
tuitous. Easter Sunday is partly cloudy 
and mild, but by Monday afternoon, 
it’s snowing in downtown Reno. Cal- 
ifornia Highway Patrol implements 
chain controls, escorting vehicles 
through Donner Pass. Considering the 
agony of wearing heels for almost 36 
hours after you've foolishly neglected 
to bring boy shoes, the thought of 80 
snowbound queens reduced to canni- 
balism is almost too much to contem- 
plate. 

But the caravan rolls up to Oasis in 
SoMa at 7 p.m., completely intact, and 
everybody has a lot more followers on 
social media. 

“We get on those buses as a bunch 
of drag queens, weirdoes, and misfits, 
and return with a sense of community 
and belonging,’ LOL McFiercen says. 
“And a hangover.” 
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BUNNY COP SEEKS SOCIAL JUSTICE 


The Zoo Story 


Decades ago, there must have 
been some kind of backdoor agreement 
between Hollywood and American law en- 
forcement vowing to portray police offi- 
cers only as heroes (or, at worst, comic 
relief). But now that racialized police vio- 
lence is getting some much-deserved scru- 
tiny, it’s more difficult to stomach a 
barrage of buddy cops and good guy detec- 
tives parading across the silver screen. 

So I was dubious about Zootopia, the 
new Disney/Pixar animated feature, 
from when I first saw the preview. 
Though the writing seemed smart and 
fresh — somebody got the memo that 
sloths have been trending — I had trou- 
ble getting excited about a kids’ movie 
where the main character is a cop. Even 
if (and maybe especially because) she is 
a bunny. 

While the furry fetishists of the 
world were quick to rent out entire 
theaters to celebrate what may be con- 
sidered Disney’s hottest anthropomor- 
phized fox heartthrob since Robin Hood 
himself, I was excited about it for 
a different reason. 

Zootopia is wrapped 
up in a palatable, 
family-friendly 
package, but it 
easily contains the 
most intensely 
topical social 
commentary in 
a kids’ movie that 
I’ve ever seen. 

The story follows 
an idealistic, small- 
town bunny named 
Judy who dreams of mov- 
ing to the titular metropolis 
— a modern America with animals 
instead of humans — and becoming 
the first ever rabbit police officer. She 
overcomes the speciesist obstacles in her 
path, getting hired by the Zootopia P.D. 
as part of an affirmative-action-sounding 
“Mammal Inclusion Initiative.” Judy 
thinks she should be cracking the big 
missing-animals cases plaguing the city, 
but instead, she’s assigned to parking 
duty, struggling to prove to her stubborn 
ox of a boss that she’s not “just some 
token bunny.” 

In Zootopia, interspecies stereotypes 
and prejudices are ever present, perco- 
lating just beneath the surface despite 
cultural myths about having evolved past 
that sort of small mindedness. Sound fa- 
miliar? As the mystery of the lost Zooto- 
pians unfolds, the film confronts and ex- 
amines cartoonified versions of systemic 
and internal racism and sexism. 

But the cherry on top of this Disney/ 
Pixar social justice sundae is the subtle, 
age-appropriate messages about body 
autonomy and post-heteronormative 
family values. 

Judy’s neighbors in her first Zooto- 
pia apartment appear to be a gay male 
elk couple. They’re casually dropped as 
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normal background characters — no 
special attention or jokes about them, 
just two gay dudes living next door. 

Spoiler alert: Judy ends up diving 
into the missing animals case in between 
meter-maid shifts. (You've seen movies, 
right?) Her investigation leads her and 
her criminal informant-slash-partner — 
a foxy street hustler named Nick — to 
an underground hippie hangout where 
one of the missing animals had taken up 
yoga — because in this world, even up- 
standing otters named Emmet Otterton 
do naked self-care. A stoner yak voiced by 
Tommy Chong leads the two investiga- 
tors past a curtain to reveal a community 
center full of activity, complete with 
bathing hippos and giraffes playing vol- 
leyball, all sans clothes. 

Nick the fox seems to delight in 
exposing the naive officer to one of the 
cities’ more flamboyant subcultures, 
but it is Judy’s discomfort and subse- 
quent anxieties about politeness that 
are played up for laughs more than the 
free-spirited club members. 

In Zootopia, accepting 
one’s neighbors’ alter- 

native lifestyle choices 
is just part of life in 
the big city. 

As a hardcore 
Disney fan, I would 

love to give them 
the credit for being 
progressive and 
thoughtful in which 
values the company 
represents, but it’s 
more likely that Dis- 
ney’s just following 
the market research 
on this one. 
es This month at a SXSW 
panel, the J. Walter Thompson 

Innovation Group panel found that 
only 48 percent of respondents ages 13 
to 20 identified as “completely hetero- 
sexual.” 

The study also found that 56 percent 
of the same demographic knew someone 
who used gender-neutral pronouns and 
70 percent favored gender-neutral bath- 
rooms. Those numbers represent a sig- 
nificant shift from even the attitudes of 
generationally adjacent Millennials, who 
self-reported as unambiguously straight 
65 percent of the time. 

It will be interesting to see what 
those numbers will look like when we 
ask the same questions of Zootopia’s tar- 
get audience in 10 years. 

I know I have a reputation for being 
overly optimistic, but Zootopia has me 
ready to declare that the evil curse of 
heteronormativity has been lifted from 
the land, and soon we may all be free. 

However, I know that gay neighbors 
and tolerance for naked weirdoes in one 
Disney bunny-cop movie may not open 
a whole new world of sexual freedom 
just yet. But I'd say it’s definitely a step 
in the right direction. 
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Marguerite 
Rated R. Opens Friday at the 
Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
Xavier Giannoli’s 127-minute com- 
edy Marguerite would have worked like 
gangbusters at a zippy 90 minutes, but 
it’s a pleasant enough comedy-of-man- 
ners for most of its running time. Played 
with an open heart by Catherine Front, 
Marguerite Dumont — a name which 
can't not bea reference to the Margaret 
Dumont, Groucho Marx’s favorite on- 
screen foil — is a wealthy society lady in 
1921 France. She loves to sing opera for 
guests in her stately manor, but is un- 
aware that she has a terrible voice because 
neither her devoted butler Mandelbos 
(Denis Mpunga) nor her less-devoted 
husband Georges (André Marcon) can 
bring themselves to shatter her delusion. 
When a proto-hipster journalist (Sylvain 
Dieuaide) turns her into a cause célébre, 
she begins pursuing her dream of singing 
in an opera house for real — so Mandel- 
bos brings on the washed-up and quite- 
queer Pezzini (Michel Fau) to give her the 
training she doesn't realize she so badly 
needs, but which won't help. The picture 
manages the tricky feat of laughing with 
her but not at her, even when she doesn’t 
realize anyone’s laughing at all, and is 
sympathetic toward her in a way that’s 
uncommon for aspirational older women 
in movies. Meanwhile, the big-eyed Fau 
steals his scenes like prime Zero Mostel; 
somebody needs to put him in an- 
other Producers remake, stat. Sherilyn 
Connelly 
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Take Me to the River 
Not rated. Opens Friday at 
the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Not that it’s a competition, but as re- 
cent movies by first-time directors 
about disastrous family gatherings go, 
Matt Sobel’s Take Me to the River de- 
serves to get all the accolades that have 
been somewhat bafflingly heaped 
on Krisha. At a reunion in rural Ne- 
braska, gay Californian teenager Ryder 
(Logan Miller) intends to come out to 
his relatives, but his mother Cindy 
(Robin Weigert) asks him to please stay 
in the closet for a little while longer, 
mmmkay? He’s un-Cornhusker enough 
to ruffle the feathers of his uncle Keith 
(Josh Hamilton) and his jock-ish cous- 
ins regardless, but things turn truly 
odd when a trip into a barn with his 
adoring 9-year-old cousin Molly (Ur- 
sula Parker) ends with her running out 
screaming and slightly bloodied. Older 
and darker family secrets between 
Cindy and Keith begin to bubble up, 
but unlike Krisha, every scene advances 
the story — and bros bro-ing out is 
treated here with the disdain it de- 
serves — although exactly what’s hap- 
pening remains unclear. Take Me to the 
River is Picnic at Hanging Rock-level ca- 
gey about its central mysteries, and 
while many of its characters know 
what happened off-screen in both the 
recent and distant past, they ain't 
sharing the details with us, just their 
pain. Which is pretty much how families 
are. SC 
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ISawthe Light 
Rated R. Opens Friday at the Clay 
Theatre. 
Marc Abraham’s I Saw the Light is 
pretty, slick, and empty — three words 
that don’t describe its subject, Hank 
Williams (Tom Hiddleston). Granted, 
Hiddleston-as-Williams is very easy on 
the eyes, but the film itself is the kind 
of paint-by-numbers biopic which Walk 
Hard rendered obsolete in 2007. (If you 
showed someone I Saw the Light and 
Walk Hard back-to-back, they could be 
forgiven for thinking the latter is a par- 
ody of the former.) Abraham’s film fol- 
lows Williams’ career from 1944 
through his pills-and-booze-fueled 
death at 29 in 1953. Major events and 
relationships over the course of a de- 
cade are zoomed through, particularly 
with Audrey (Elizabeth Olsen), his first 
wife and mother to his Obama-hating 
son. There are occasional mundane de- 
tails that could have added up toa 
deeper view of who the man was — like 
Williams’ tendency to put ketchup on 
everything — but nothing adds up, 
and the picture is like an EP of greatest 
hits rather than a comprehensive box 
set. A sing-along of the title song after 
his death comes across as particularly 
unmotivated, since Christianity never 
seems to factor into his life. It may well 
have happened in real life, but like so 
much else in the movie, it doesn’t shed 
any light on who Hank Williams was. 
SC 


“AMAZINGLY, TOM HIDDLESTON INTENSELY 
CHANNELS THE TIMELESS COUNTRY MUSIC 
STAR HANK WILLIAMS. ELIZABETH OLSEN IS 
DYNAMIC. A MOVIE THAT IS EASY ON THE 
EARS AND EVEN EASIER TO LIKE.” 


-Rex Reed, NEW YORK OBSERVER 


TOM HIDDLESTON 
ELIZABETH OLSEN 
CHERRY JONES 
BRADLEY WHITFORD 
MADDIE HASSON 
WRENN SCHMIDT 


“SEE IT FOR THE MAGNIFICENT 
TOM HIDDLESTON, 
WHO HONORS 


, N | HANK WILLIAMS’ GREATNESS.” 
‘: -Stephanie Zacharek, TIME 
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4-Star Theatre. Cemetery of Splendor: A group of soldiers 
in a small town on the Mekong River in northern Thailand 
are struck with a bizarre sleeping illness. April 1-7. Kill 
Your Friends: |In the late 1990s, a drug-addled nihilist 
(Nicholas Hoult) resorts to murder to climb the ladder 
of the London music industry. April 1-7. Where To Invade 
Next: An expansive, rib-tickling, and subversive comedy in 
which Michael Moore, playing the role of “invader,” visits 
a host of nations to learn how the U.S. could improve its 
own prospects. The creator of Fahrenheit 9/11 and Bowling 
for Columbine is back with this hilarious and eye-opening 
call to arms. Turns out the solutions to America’s most 
entrenched problems already exist in the world—they’re 
just waiting to be co-opted. Daily. 2200 Clement, San 
Francisco, 415-666-3488, Intsf.com/4-star-theatre.html. 

Alamo Drafthouse. BBC Shakespeare: As You Like It: Celebrate 
William Shakespeare's 400th anniversary with BBC 
Worldwide. After love at first sight is threatened by a 
brother's betrayal, the lovers Orlando and Rosalind are 
separately banished to the Forest of Arden. But will their 
hearts know who's who when Rosalind disguises herself 
as a young man? Vanessa Redgrave made her breakout 
performance in this Royal Shakespeare Company pro- 
duction filmed for the BBC in 1963. Sun., April 3, 11 a.m. 
Batman v. Superman: Dawn of Justice: It's been nearly two 
years since Superman's (Henry Cavill) colossal battle with 
Zod (Michael Shannon) devastated the city of Metropolis. 
The loss of life and collateral damage left many feeling 
angry and helpless, including crime-fighting billionaire 
Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck). Convinced that Superman is 
now a threat to humanity, Batman embarks on a personal 
vendetta to end his reign on Earth, while the conniving 
Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg) launches his own crusade 
against the Man of Steel. Daily. 2550 Mission St, San 
Francisco, 415-549-5959, https://drafthouse.com/sf/ 
theater/new-mission. 

AMC Metreon 16. Chongging Hot Pot: Three high school 
classmates open a hotpot restaurant in an old bomb 
shelter in Chongqing. The business turns out a glorious 
failure. They find a buyer for the restaurant, but must first 
“enlarge the space.” Digging, they emerge in the vault 
of the bank next doors. Now they must devise a plan to 
sneak into the bank and fix the hole. (English subtitles, 
Mandarin) Starting April 1. Daily. London Has Fallen: After 
the death of the British prime minister, the world’s most 
powerful leaders gather in London to pay their respects. 
Without warning, terrorists unleash a devastating attack 
that leaves the city in chaos and ruins. Secret Service 
agent Mike Banning (Gerard Butler) springs into action 
to bring U.S. President Benjamin Asher (Aaron Eckhart) 
to safety. When Asher falls into the hands of the sinister 
organization, it’s up to Banning to save his commander 
in chief from a horrible fate. Daily. God’s Not Dead 2: After 
answering a student’s (Hayley Orrantia) question about 
Jesus, a junior high-school teacher (Melissa Joan Hart) 
faces an epic court case that could end her career. Daily. 10 
Cloverfield Lane: A young woman (Mary Elizabeth Winstead) 
is forced to cope with her new life after waking up from 
a nearly fatal accident in this thriller from director Dan 
Trachtenberg. After narrowly avoiding serious injuries 
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in a car wreck, Michelle (Winstead) awakens in the care 
of a man who claims to have found her at the scene, 
and who brought her to his home after a catastrophic 
chemical attack devastated the surrounding area. Daily. 
101 Fourth St., San Francisco, 415-369-6207, amctheatres. 
com/movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 


Balboa Theatre. Ben Hur: Charlton Heston plays a Palestinian 


Jew who is battling the Roman empire at the time of Christ. 
His actions send him and his family into slavery, but an 
inspirational encounter with Jesus changes everything. 
Heston finally meets his rival in a justly famous chariot 
race and rescues his suffering family. Thu., March 31, 7:30 
p.m. Popcorn Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets 
ticket plus popcorn and drink! Saturdays, 10 a.m. 3630 
Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221-2184, balboamovies.com. 


Castro Theatre. City of Women: This surreal exploration of 


male and female sexuality follows Snaporaz (Marcello 
Mastroianni), an Italian train passenger who pursues a 
beautiful woman. Trailing the lovely lady through a forest, 
Snaporaz ends up at a hotel populated by women gathered 
for a feminist conference. He soon realizes that he is an 
unwelcome presence and must evade hostile women, 
with some aid provided by the seemingly kind Donatella 
(Donatella Damiani). Can Snaporaz escape this strange 
ultra-feminine reality? Thu., March 31, 6 & 8:45 p.m. The 
Hateful Eight: In post Civil War Wyoming country, a bounty 
hunter and his prisoner (Kurt Russell and Jennifer Jason 
Leigh) are stranded ina blizzard bound mountain cabin with 
a Small group of strangers. As they get to know one another, 
tensions are set to boil over as each individual's agenda is 
revealed. Fri., April 1, 7 p.m.; Sat., April 2, 3 & 7 p.m. 429 
Castro, San Francisco, 415-621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. Jrapped: This documentary follows the struggles 


of clinic workers and lawyers fighting to keep abortion 
safe and legal for millions of American women. Through 
March 31. Fargo: A debt-ridden man (William H. Macy) hired 
two thugs to kidnap his wife for a ransom from her rich 
father, with unexpected results. Fri., April 1, 11:55 p.m.; 
Sat., April 2, 11:55 p.m. / Saw The Light: Tom Hiddleston 
stars as legendary country singer and songwriter Hank 
Williams, whose meteoric rise and fall has become part of 
American folklore. April 1-7. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Eye /n The Sky: A dispute reaches 


the highest levels of the U.S. and British governments 
over the moral, political and personal implications of a 
planned bombing mission. Through April 7. Hello, My Name 
Is Doris: After a lifetime of being overlooked and ignored, a 
woman of a certain age (Sally Field) finds her world turned 
upside down by a handsome new co-worker. Through 
April 7. Krisha: Awoman's attempts at reconciliation with 
her family over the course of a turbulent Thanksgiving 
reveal long-buried secrets and deep-seated resentments. 
Through April 7. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the Explor- 
atorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. Free with 
museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


New Parkway Theater. Locally Grown Docs #3: Come see 


six short documentaries by local filmmakers. Hey Mom 
by Carly McCarthy: A portrait of a filmmaker’s mother 
and her sobriety. Fragile by Nilo Batle: Artist Gil Batle 
carves haunting stories from prison onto ostrich eggs. 
HExposeTheseHoes by Marielle Boland: An artistic look at 
exploitation, bullying, and teenage sexuality. Collecting 
by Esteban Ojeda: A couple finds love through the joy of 
collecting. What I'm Hearing in My Head by Asha Ghosh: 
Musician Mr. Natural teaches music with his unique meth- 
ods. Beyond Recognition by Michelle Grace Steinberg: A 
Native woman struggles to establish an urban Indigenous 
land trust. Sat., April 2, 3-5 p.m. $10. 474 24th St., Oakland, 
510-658-7900, thenewparkway.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. Embrace of the Serpent: The heart of 


the Amazonian jungle is the setting for this blistering 
and poetic tale of a shaman who serves as a guide to 
ethnographic explorers. Through March 31. Born to be 
Blue: Ethan Hawke lights up the screen as jazz legend Chet 
Baker, whose tumultuous life is thrillingly reimagined with 
wit, verve and style to burn. Starting April 1. Daily. Take 
Me to the River: A Nebraskan family reunion couldn't seem 
more backwards to a Californian teenager. If Ryder (Logan 
Miller) had his way, he’d choose a moment just like this to 
show his conservative relatives his true colors, the bigger 
the scene the better. Starting April 1. Daily. 601 Van Ness, 
San Francisco, 415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
market/SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Presidio Theatre. Zootopia: From the largest elephant to 


the smallest shrew, the city of Zootopia is a mammal 
metropolis where various animals live and thrive. When 
Judy Hopps (Ginnifer Goodwin) becomes the first rabbit 
to join the police force, she quickly learns how tough it 
is to enforce the law. Determined to prove herself, Judy 
jumps at the opportunity to solve a mysterious case. 
Unfortunately, that means working with Nick Wilde (Jason 
Bateman), a wily fox who makes her job even harder. Daily. 
2340 Chestnut, San Francisco, 415-776-2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Theater. Bleed: It seemed perfect - a new marriage, 


a new house, and a child on the way. But when Sarah 
and Matt invite their friends to celebrate, an innocent 
ghost hunt turns deadly as they explore the remains of a 
burned-out prison. The ill-fated group encounters horrors 
of this world and beyond. No one is safe - not even the 
unborn. Through March 31. Eisenstein in Guanajuato: Ven- 
erated filmmaker Sergei Eisenstein (Elmer Back) travels 
to Mexico to shoot his new film after being shunned by 
Hollywood. There he has a sensual experience that be- 
comes a significant turning point in his life and career. 
Through March 31. Fastball: This film celebrates baseball's 
signature pitch and aims to definitively answer the age- 
old debate: who threw the fastest fastball of all-time? 
The result is a fascinating dive into the history, physics 
and mythology of the pitch - full of gorgeous slow-mo 
pitching footage, interviews with over 20 Hall of Famers 
including Hank Aaron, Johnny Bench, Goose Gossage, Bob 
Gibson and Derek Jeter; a rare appearance by fastball 
cult figure Steve Dalkowski; and enough chalkboard math 
equations to earn the viewer a Ph.D. in baseball science. 
Through March 31. | Forgot What 8 Was For: The 80s Alt Rock 
Sing A Long: In the 80s, “Alternative” in Alt Rock actually 
meant something. The alternative to pop music, to R&B, 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


to classic rock. Some of the bands that started out on 
the college radio circuit became huge, like U2, REM, The 
Police. Others built giant cult followings like the Violent 
Femmes, The Replacements, Madness and the Pixies. This 
month IndieFest celebrates 80s Alt Rock with a play list 
of some of the hit music videos of 120 Minutes and other 
fringe music programming of the years between punk 
and grunge. Sat., April 2, 9:15-11:15 p.m. $10-$12. Food + 
Farm Film Festival: San Francisco's one and only Food & 
Farm Film Fest offers a place for the food and art worlds 
of San Francisco to collide. We're in this to have fun, as 
well as ask tough questions about our food system. The 
festival is a celebration of food and farming and film, as 
well as a challenge to our ideas about how we think about 
food and farms. All proceeds from the Fest benefit the 18 
Reasons Cooking Matters program, which teaches 3,000 
low-income Bay Area families how to shop for and cook 
delicious, healthy food each year. April 1-3. John Waters’ 
Trash Trilogy on 35mm: Between 1972 and 1977, John Waters 
created three of the most notorious, most noxious, and 
most beloved comedies ever filmed - his Trash Trilogy 
PINK FLAMINGOS (1972), FEMALE TROUBLE (1974) and 
DESPERATE LIVING (1977). Combining high camp with low 
comedy, featuring shocking sex and class commentary, 
these films remain as powerful, offensive and hilarious 
today as they were during their initial release. Just in 
time for the opening of John Waters’ gallery show Home 
Improvements at FraenkelLAB, the Roxie is proud to pres- 
ent the films of Waters’ Trash Trilogy the way they were 
meant to be seen - late at night, in a darkened theater, 
in 35mm. April 4-10. Thank You For Playing: When Ryan 
Green, a video game programmer, learns that his young 
son Joel has cancer, he and his wife begin documenting 
their emotional journey in the form of an unusually 
beautiful and poetic video game. April 1-7. 3117 16th St., 
San Francisco, 415-863-1087, roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2: 


Parenting and marriage is becoming tougher and tougher 
for Toula (Nia Vardalos) and her husband lan. Not only 
has their relationship lost some of its spark, but they're 
also dealing with a rebellious teenage daughter who 
clashes with Greek traditions. On top of that, Toula must 
contend with aging parents and the endless needs of 
cousins and friends. When a shocking family secret comes 
to light, the entire Portokalos clan makes plans to come 
together for an even bigger wedding than before. Daily. 
The Divergent Series: Allegiant: Tris (Shailene Woodley) 
escapes with Four (Theo James) to journey beyond the 
wall that encloses Chicago. For the first time, they leave 
the only city and family they have ever known to find a 
peaceful solution. Once outside, they learn shocking new 
truths that render old discoveries meaningless. As the 
ruthless battle threatens humanity, Tris and Four quickly 
decide who to trust to survive. Tris must ultimately make 
difficult choices about courage, allegiance, sacrifice 
and love. Daily. 1881 Post, San Francisco, 415-346-3243, 
sundancecinemas.com/kabuki.html. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. “The Sprawl”: A video 


installation covering the propaganda of misinformation 
on the internet. Through April 3. $10. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 
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THE TAO OF ‘CUE 


Smoking on Fillmore 





By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Although still confined largely 
to a region of the Upper South stretching 
from Texas to Kansas City to the Caroli- 
nas, barbecue is a quintessentially Amer- 
ican cuisine. It’s simple and complicated 
at the same time: The flavors are broad 
and bold and anything but subtle, but 
the gradations between regions can boil 
down to minutiae. Writing about North 
Carolina barbecue in The New Yorker, 
Calvin Trillin drew a line of demarcation 
at Raleigh between the eastern-North 
Carolina style (“whole hog, chopped, 
with a vinegar-based sauce that is fla- 
vored with pepper”) and the Piedmont 
style (pork shoulders only, chopped or 
sliced, with a vinegar-based sauce 
“turned pinkish by the addition of 
ketchup or tomato sauce”). It can serve 
as a political allegory, too: A multiseason 
plot arc in House of Cards rests on the rise 
and fall of a hole-in-the-wall barbecue 
joint. 

And, notwithstanding the plentiful 
Asian variations and all the accolades 
heaped on Ryan Farr’s 4505 Meats, 
San Francisco doesn't really have 
enough of it. When Chef David Law- 
rence of 1300 on Fillmore opened 
up Black Bark BBQ directly across 
the street from his soul-food-meets- 
fine-dining effort earlier this year, it 
seemed like an ideal solution. If noth- 
ing else, 1300’s Low Country cooking 
(read: coastal South Carolina and Geor- 
gia) would buttress the meat with sides 
like cornbread and collards. 

For the most part, it does. Apart 
from the salads and a few desserts, 

I’ve eaten virtually everything on the 
menu, and the overall verdict, like 
barbecue itself, is simple enough: It’s 
good. 

Ordering is simple. You can get 
meat by the half pound ($7-$10) or 
make a plate with two sides (one meat 
for $12, two for $17, or three for $20). 
The best option, though, is to round 
up three to five friends and get a small 
platter ($69) with a full slab of ribs and 
half a pound each of brisket, sausage, 
chicken, and pulled pork (along with 
three quarts of substitute-able sides 
and six pieces of cornbread). 

Across several visits, there was little 
to no variation in the meats — apart 
from the brisket, which was some- 
times pleasantly fatty and other times 
incredibly fatty. Although the smoke 
ring was solid time and again, it never 
seemed to rise above a solid B+. Of all 
the offerings, the Fred Flintstone-sized 
ribs are clearly the best: They fall right 
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off the bone — of course! — and the 
vinegar-based sauce makes them come 
alive. Years of curing hangovers with 
carnitas burritos has led me right 
back into the arms of pulled pork, and 
although I’m increasingly accustomed 
to putting hot sauce 

on everything — and 

Black Bark sadly puts 


breadcrumbs, but the world has really 
stepped up its mac ’n’ cheese game in 
the last decade. The collard greens, 
whose bitter sharpness is instrumen- 
tal to such a fat-heavy cooking style, 
were even more watery. Elsewhere, the 
sweet potato fries 
were delicious — to 
my surprise, they 


out none at all — the Black Bark BBQ went really well with 
tomato-based sauce 1325 Fillmore St. a bracingly sweet 
worked wonders at 415-848-9055 or Devil’s Canyon root 
cutting the pork’s blackbarkbbq.com beer — and the fact 
density. I liked the Hours: Sun-Mon, 11:30 that the equally 
chicken fine (being a.m.-10p.m.; Tue, closed. good sweet potato 


chicken), but the 
sausage, which was 
chicken links in a 
pork casing, was 
spongy and mild. 

There are also turkey legs on the 
menu, but they can’t be combined into 
plates and platters. What isn’t on the 
menu — unless they just happen to 
have some around — are burnt brisket 
ends, that most special treat. By all 
means, get those hyper-flavorful shav- 
ings if they’re there. 

The sides, too, were mixed. I loved 
the baked beans, but the mac’n’ cheese 
was thin and watery. I understand 
that Black Bark can’t serve individ- 
ually baked portions topped with 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 


pecan casserole is 
listed as a side and 
not a dessert just 
makes me happy 
deep down. I'd love to see more okra 
on the menu, as even that massive 
small platter arrived garnished with 
but a single seed pod, but the pickles 
are otherwise terrific and the sweet, 
crumbly corn bread comes with honey 
butter and a pepper relish that I highly 
recommend combining. Aside from the 
requisite lemonade and sweet tea ($4 
each) Black Bark has a respectable beer 
list, too, counting Firestone Walker 
Pale 31, Almanac Saison Dolores, and 
Golden Road’s “Wolf Among Weeds” 
among its California-heavy selection. 





Black Bark BBQ 


There are six wines, of which I only 
tried the Disenio Malbec ($9), which 
tasted like the very crystallization of 
Argentina. (Again, broad tastes are 
barbecue’s friend.) 

The décor is airport-boring, with 
faint hipster-twee traces, like a heart 
on the wall that says “Every butt loves 
a rub.” I’m not saying that you need to 
use Styrofoam plates and Dixie cups 
to retain legitimacy, but intentionally 
looking like every other type of restau- 
rant everywhere else is disappointing. 
(Black Bark is not especially well con- 
figured, either. On top of the tyranny 
of multiple televisions and the horror 
of EDM, every single time I tried to 
compost something in the inexplicably 
low bins, I got crud all over myself.) 

But the thing to remember about 
barbecue is that it’s barbecue, that 
rare food group to which the over- 
used descriptor “ethereal” will never 
be applied. When I was 22 and living 
unhappily in Austin, I used to roll my 
eyes at family-run Texas restaurants 
like Threadgill’s that referred to mac’n’ 
cheese as a “vegetable.” These days, I 
know better. If the Black Barks of the 
world aim for a cut above that, all that 
matters is that these ribs are good. 


PKane@sfweekly.com 
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A San Francisco tradition 
since 1908 and a favorite 
of celebrities, this historic 
restaurant offers great 

Steaks and fresh seafood. 


John’s Grill was a setting 
in Dashiell Hammett’s, 
The Maltese Falcon. 


Enjoy live jazz nightly 
in the upper level 
dining room, 


c a , 5 7 = “a a7 
Zagat Rates Johi’s Grill - #1 Steakhouse’ 
in Downtown San Francisdb° 
rk = 
2 


(4405, 00 389° 7 . Lateef Deill " 
415) 986-3274 | wwwJohnsGrill. con 


63 Ellis Street between Powell & Stockton 





WORLD FAMOUS 


1938 


F 
f SINCE 
77 YEARS OF QUA 








AND SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY! 


NOW OFFERING OUR 


$28.95 PRIX FIXE 


DINNER MENU! 
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM! 


arf 


roy Om Kaw Ved 
Ny Ret) U rg 


An &9) 


MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 2016 


1 
LITY, SERVICE, 


cNapp Cys 


. 
Dandy? 
SHOW ING 


NCAA 


MARCH 
MADNESS 


3200 24TH ST AT S. VAN NESS | 415-550-7510 
MON-FRI 11AM-2AM | SAT-SUN 9AM-2AM 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


1737 Haight 
|} 415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


2109 Polk $715 Harrison St 


333 Bush 3242 22nd St. 
415-421-0700 415-206-0555 


The Castro 
415-252-1515 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 





FRESH EATS 


The Crown 
Point at 
Capo’s. 


The Crown Point, 
Matt Molina’s 


‘Best of the Best’ 
Pizza at Capo's 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Matt Molina has a bit of a gang- 
ster fixation. 

For starters, he works at Capo’s 
in North Beach — “Capo” being both 
Mafia and cartel lingo for a made guy 
who heads a crew — and he won the 
American Pan division of the 2014 Inter- 
national Pizza Expo with The Dillinger, a 
pie named for the Depression-era bank 
robber. 

This year at the Pizza Expo, Molina 
won Best of the Best for a pizza he calls 
The Crown Point, after the Indiana jail 
from which John Dillinger escaped only a 
few months before his death. 

Top pie out of some 600-700 entries, 
The Crown Point is a cast-iron pizza made 
with cheddar, mozzarella, garlic, red on- 
ion, peppadew peppers, broccolini, wild 
arugula, a balsamic reduction, oregano, 
and grated Parmesan — and Molina 
came up with it on the fly, as the Expo 
presents its Best of the Best contenders 
with an ingredient list, giving them 
barely more than half an hour to create 
something. 

At $37, it’s arguably a bit of a splurge 
as vegetarian pizzas go, but there’s a lot 
to love here, and that’s before you say 
yes to the option to add prosciutto. The 
three-quarter-inch-thick, focaccia-like 
crust — which is vital, keeping this 
topping-laden pizza from sliding into a 
gloppy mess, as so many “supremes” do 
— is far sturdier than a marshmallow-y 
Sicilian yet airy enough that you don’t 
feel like a stone sank to the bottom of 
your belly after devouring a slice. Moli- 
na’s most unusual choice was adding the 
tangy-sweet balsamic reduction on top 
of the already-sweet peppadews, but the 
broccolini balances things out nicely. 

The best feature is outer edge. A lot of 
people simply toss pizza crusts away, but 
even among those who readily eat them, 
they’re probably nobody’s favorite part. 
(This was almost certainly the impetus 
for Pizza Hut’s regrettable stuffed crust.) 
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Peter Lawrence Kane 


Here, though, because Molina bakes 
the Crown Point in cast-iron, he chose 
to extend the cheese all the way to the 
perimeter, where it crisps nicely and 
adds to the chew. But for the fact that 
it’s round, this would be a Detroit-style 
pizza. Then again, that city has gangsters 
enough. 


Capo’s 
641 Vallejo St. 
415-986-8998 or sfcapos.com. 


Nitrogen- 
Cold Popcorn 
at Jasper's 
Corner Tap 


Smitten Ice Cream famously uses 
liquid nitrogen to make its scoop-at-a-time 
ice cream. (Founder Robyn Sue Fisher 
won't divulge every last secret about her 
method, but that nitrogen has to be colder 
than -230 degrees Fahrenheit, or it would 
boil away.) 

Chef Adam Steudle at Jasper’s Corner 
Tap in the Tenderloin has gone down a 
similar Mr.-Wizard’s-Supermarket-Sci- 
ence route with his liquid nitrogen car- 
amel corn ($8). Why? Chilling popcorn 
down to subzero temperatures freezes 
the caramel which, instead of returning 
to a Cracker Jack-like quality upon com- 
ing up to temp, then becomes buttery 
and smooth. (You don’t need to worry 
about a filling coming out, although you 
might have to eat through the fear.) Like 
virtually every salty-sweet popcorn cre- 
ation, it’s impossible to resist wolfing it 
all down, and the serving size is neither 
bar-snack skimpy nor as overwhelming 
as the giant mixing-bowl portion of kim- 
chi popcorn at the Alamo Drafthouse. 

Jasper’s struggled for a long time to 
balance its aspirations with its geograph- 
ical setting. Being at the corner of Taylor 
and O'Farrell, it’s named for Jasper 
O'Farrell, the 19th-century surveyor 
who laid out Market Street and much of 
San Francisco’s grid. But that location 
means an influx of Union Square tourists 
who might not go gaga over pig ears 
(however limey and delicious, yy p36 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
lanoterestaurant.com 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 

2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsegrill.com 
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The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 

getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


LAUREL HEIGHTS 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 


Clay Oven Restaurant & Bar 
2417 First St, Livermore 
(925) 443-4100 
clayovenlivermore.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1/701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 
1135 18th St, San Francisco 


(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


North India 

123 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 348-1234 
northindiasf.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 

385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 731-2400 

clayovensf.com 
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Ed ak. g $9) or Welsh rarebit ($9). It’s a tough 


knot to untangle, so Steudle’s M.O. is 

to take accessible dishes and make one 
major change to them. For example, 
chicken and waffles becomes fried rabbit 
and waffles ($19), the biscuits and gra- 
vy comes with foie gras ($17), and the 
meatloaf is made of bison ($19). Those 
tweaks are par for the San Francisco 
foodie’s course, but the curious sensation 
of sucking on caramel-laced popcorn 


Po DINE-IN * TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 





my ge evils ST a Bake. that was chilled to closer to absolute zero 
415-753-3347 415-346-3121 Y; than to the human body temperature 
Oa sa Oa O c )  =  O O SAN FRANCISCO’S TASTIEST COVERAGE aaa a 
Val jl dl lh lh lhe Jasper’s Corner Tap 
————————————— 401 Taylor St. 
415-848-9055 orjasperscornertap. 
com 


PRECIVA- EYES MURALISTS PRESENTS 


CUALLI YANCUIC XIHUITL NAHUI TECPATL 
HAPPY MEXICA NEW YEAR FOUR FLINT ART EXHIBIT 


BENEFITING URBAN YOUTH ARTS PROGRAM CU ESA Will Fill 
EXHIBITION THROUGH JUNE 14TH the Ferry Building 
With Baby Goats 


. ~ 
: | { : i] | “Charismatic megafauna” is the 
| , term for adorable, endangered animals 049 Powets Sr / S25 Sutter St 
that hog all the attention and prevent even u ——T- 7 7-99 " q 


41 5 . 2 5 5 : 8 2 O1 more ecologically important species from 
the vital protection and funding they de- 
3 4 6 VA L = » C | A S T serve. (Vexed biologists usually cite the gi- 
ant panda as the biggest culprit.) 


Well, unless your militant vegan 
friend starts up again, you don’t need 


@ to feel guilty about loving cute animals 
3S tly er Cloud if you go to the Ferry Building on Satur- 

Restaurant & Bar day, April 16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for 

Goatchella, technically known as CUE- 


SA’s Baby Goat Festival. . — . 
This is the eighth go-around for COLOEN GATE BAR & GRILL 


_—_ > ae 
aT Tie Ti . we this cuteness overload bonanza, and ry AT R00 i) 
“ian a sees GOME Wercr pale the breeds on display include Saanen, ris T - 
tj Nubian, Alpine, and La Mancha goats. Nez QO 
>, Do none of those names ring a bell with ow Lpern 
ey. 7, you? Good! That means you're probably Chee JOO Picors 
an urbanite who may lack a meaningful 


(LORD OF THE SHEDDING) 


SHUFFLESDARD 


connection to the land, and you should QKEERALL + POO 
' be one of the many thousands of people nr 
7 POOSBALL 
who goes and learns about goats and the E 
; OPER TIOAR TO DAR EVERYDAY 
role they play in where your food comes 


from. It’s $5 to pet the baby goats from 


Toluma Farms, the organic sheep-and- 
goat dairy in Marin, and you need to buy 


tickets in advance through cuesa.org. 


There’s also a free market-to-table 
nr demo at 10:30 a.m. with One Market’s 
" a§ Mark Dommen, local goat cheese tast- 
ings paired with preserves from the Fer- 


ry Building Farmers Market, an animal 
welfare talk at noon, and a scavenger 
' - 2 hunt for goat products that starts at 8 
/ a.m. Get a map from the CUESA Info 
‘ Booth, sample some goat barbacoa tacos 
d fa from 4505 Meats, eat Meyer lemon, 
. a strawberry, and goat cheese scones from Ve in 2 ie 
ne chet See . ———= ( Batter Bakery, and go pet some goats. | F F 
saan SPEGIANS) on 
CUESA’s Eighth Annual Goat Festival, | ui a H E : 


Saturday, April 16, 10a.m. -2p.m., at 
the Ferry Building. H ll E R \ i | | H 
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+ “Classic pizza 
is done right ee ae 
at Long Bridge 
in Dogpatch” 


-SF Examiner A e... 
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Potrero Hill 
L RAD a 
sain x pepe 


2347 45rd Street 


415.829.8999 


LongBridgePizza.com 


Mon-Fri: 11am-3pm & 5-9pm 
Sat: 12-9pm 


World Famous 
Original 
"Trish Coffee" 


Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Sie NEW YORK STYLE 


ASSS I: Quality and 
A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 —_ Value Since 1975 


has 

mm served the finest Cucina Toscana 
in the Bay Area. Famous for its 
home-cured prosciutto and the 
freshest caught wild fish in the 


Bay Area, the restaurant is a FRI & ey-VI IN THE VV ss) (O) yb 


| dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 


Downtown Berkeley SF - The Mission 
atmosphere and superb service. 


2119 Shattuck Ave. 509 Valencia St. 


(next to B of A) (at 16th Street) 
(510) 841-4035 (415) 255-1303 


| . Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
~ Valet Parking 


VAAN AL@)ada)elst-lela)ycaxie-lUle-)almeelan 


HISTORY 
SPORTS 


FOOD Every night 
LIVE MUSIC at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 


— , 
2800 Bayshore Blvd., Brisbane, CA The Brazen Head 


415-467-2343 | 7milehouse.com “The restaurant with no sign’ 


Mon-Tues 11:30AM-10PM ¢ Wed 11:30AM-1AM e Thurs 11:30-12AM Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 509m-1am 
Fri-Sat 11:30-1AM ¢ Sun 10AM-8pm @ @ © Tel: (415) 921-7600 www.brazenheadsf.com 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 



















Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 


| 
Dumplings 
| 
Pot Stickers 
_| 
Won Ton he Ve. 
| 


SAN FRANCISCO. 


~ _-e ARUP AM J 





Pancakes 


ALWAYS A GOOD TIME! 





“The Mixtress” 
Spinning ‘80s, ‘90s, funk and disco 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
nin ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com ni 


Michael Payton 


Spinning all vinyl house classics 


NO COVER! KITCHEN OPEN ‘TIL 9, SUNDAYS ‘TIL 6 
- OUTSIDE PATIO - 
VOTED BEST HAPPY HOUR BY [isi VS] AWARD 


AT THE CORNER OF 7™ & BRANNAN STREETS 
MARSBARSF.COM | 415-621-6277 


KING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 











| TUITION * 


JE AMES FARE & PIZZA 4 fe 


FAMILY OWNED Se 
SINCE 1972 , 


, UP TO 30 PEOPLE © 


HANDMADE ~ a a. 
Pits . _ &§ 


4\ “OPEN LATE © 


a 
ax WEEKENDS ~ aoe 


COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 


HAYSTACK 


—— PIZZA & ITALIAN RESTAURANT — 


/\ COME IN AND 
HECK OUT OUR 
YNBELIEVABLE 


VINE MENU 
TAOS 


_ 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF DESIGN IN EVERYDAY LIFE 


Labelmates 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Judging by the labels, there are 
two basic categories of wine: the serious 
kind that comes with a white or cream-col- 
ored label anda heavy use of cursive script 
announcing the serious-sounding Cha- 
teau of origin, and the “grocery-store 
wines’ that rely on bold colors and crazy 
fonts to lure Safeway shoppers’ eyes away 
from Yellow Tail Shiraz. 

Calling it the “one thing we're fight- 
ing against,” Corey Miller, the founder of 
a San Francisco winemaking and design 
collective called Barrel + Ink, 
wants to upend this binary. 

“What we've tried to do 
is say no, that people are en- 
gaged by the packaging, and 
it contributes to their experi- 
ence of the wine that’s in the 
bottle,” Miller says. > 

Giving free rein to 
the winemakers and 
designers, Barrel + Ink 
produces small lots of 
moderately priced wine 
with labels reflecting the 
idea of a wine bottle as 
more than a disposable 
vessel destined for the 

lue bin — something 
to give as a gift, perhaps, 
or later turn into a vase. 
(The first of its four re- 
leases, a 2012 Cabernet 
Sauvignon called Nuova 
Raccolto, was priced at 
$75, but the three that 
followed — including 
its latest, a 2014 white 
blend called Interessante 
— sell for between $25 and 
$38.) Bringing together talent from 
both sides of the equation elevates the 
final product in a way that transcends 
what you see and taste in a typical bottle 
of wine. 

But Barrel + Ink has no guiding 
aesthetic principle for choosing who it 
commissions. 

“It’s a blank canvas for two different 
artists to come together and create 
something,” Miller says. “We generally 
tell the winemakers we’re interested in 
a red wine or a white wine, but we let 
them come up with what they think 
visually represented the consumable art 
inside the bottle.” 

That doesn’t necessarily mean that 
both the wine and the label are pro- 
duced in total isolation from one anoth- 
er, though. For Thief, winemaker Pax 
Mahle’s 2013 Syrah-Grenache blend, 
Barrel + Ink let Mahle take a peek at var- 
ious illustrators’ work. 
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“He really resonated with Lab Part- 
ners, Miller says. “They do a lot of ani- 
mal illustrations and wild scenes, and he 
really liked that a lot.” 

For his part, Ryan Meis of Lab Part- 
ners recalls how Mahle talked about 
his desire to grow grapes in odd places, 
wanting to “bottle all that wildness into 
this great wine.” 

“When we heard that description, we 
thought, “That’s such a vivid way to look 
at what he’s creating,” Meis says. “We 
thought of a creature, like a gray fox — 
this wild animal trying to survive.” 

That led to the label for Thief, a 
silvery silhouette of a quasi-mythical 
creature nearly obscured by huge jungle 
blooms. It’s a complete departure from 
Barrel + Ink’s prior release, You & Me, a 
white blend with a typographical label 
reading “Rain or Shine, I’m on Your 
Side!” And it’s wholly unlike Interes- 
sante’s gold-and-green, Art Nouveau-es- 

que label. (Currently, only Thief and 

Interessante remain available.) 

Meis, who works with his wife 

Sarah Labieniec, values the impor- 

tance of aesthetic design in everyday 

life — even if it’s for an explicitly 
commercial assignment. 
“I don’t have any delusions of 
grandeur that what we created 
is a fine piece of art compared 
to the craft that Pax puts into 
what he creates,” Meis says. “Td 
like to think of us as a partner, 
but I feel like we’re more doing 
a service to the wine. I’m try- 
ing to be humble about it.” 
The curious fact about 

Barrel + Ink’s approach is 

that its own branding is put 

second. (Even on Interes- 

sante’s back label, winemaker 

Andy Erickson and illustrator 

Jessica Hische’s names are 
much more prominent than 
the collective’s own.) 
Miller acknowledges the 
irony, but shrugs it off 
as secondary to the overall 
mission of making wine more 
approachable. 

“You can’t argue with the fact that 
we eat with our eyes and drink with our 
eyes, too,’ Miller says. “Millennial wine 
consumers by and large choose wine 
based on the label, so for us to depart 
from this idea that having compelling 
art as a part of the experience means 
the wine is crappy.’ 

He hopes to ramp up production 
from Interessante’s seven barrels, but 
never to the 1,000-1,500-case level 
that risks its integrity as a handcrafted 
product. 

In the meantime, a Barrel + Ink bot- 
tle remains a special thing. 

“We had a new neighbor coming 
downstairs,” Meis says, “and the first 
thing we could think of as a housewarm- 
ing gift was the first wine from Barrel + 
Ink. It’s a conversation piece and a beau- 
tiful piece of art.” 


Barrel +Ink 
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‘TTOOK IT T0 ANOTHER LEVEL 


Mo’ Buttons, Mo’ Remixes 


By Jessie Schiewe 


RJD2 is a fiddler. Whether 

it’s music or contraptions, RJD2 — the 
DJ and producer born Ramble Jon 
Krohn — hasa knack for taking things 
apart and then putting them back to- 
gether in an unrecognizable way. 
Reached at his Philadelphia studio ona 
recent Wednesday afternoon, he was 
busy cutting yet another remix of an- 
other artist’s song. 

Remix offers are common for RJD2, 
who enjoys tinkering with other art- 
ists’ songs when he has the time. Just 
because he’s offered the chance to re- 
mix a song though, doesn’t mean he'll 
take it. He won't “blindly commit to a 
remix based on who the artist is,” and 
has been known to turn down remix 
offers “because I’ve thought the song 
was perfectly fine in its incarnation 
and there was nowhere to go with it.” 

Remixing a song, he says, is more a 
matter of deciding what he’ll cut from 
a song and what he can do with what’s 
left. “I need to have a path forward,” 
he says. “I need to feel confident that 
I can come off well doing my thing on 
a remix.” 

In addition to tinkering with songs, 
RJD2 is also a big fan of tinkering with 
contraptions. In 2006, while on tour 
with Soul Position, his side project 
with rapper Blueprint, he designed 
a harness to strap a 20-pound Music 
Production Center (MPC) sampler/ 
sequencer to his chest so that he could 
make beats live, while walking around 
the stage. He called the device “Mo’ 
Buttons.” “I wanted to take the nerdi- 
ness out of the whole dude standing 
behind a table staring downwards mo- 
tif,” he says. 

But the invention was plagued with 
downsides. Not only was it “huge and 
cumbersome,’ he says, but the MPC 
had to be plugged in, which meant that 
RJD2 was constrained by a number of 
wires. Plus, it was painful. “My back 
would hurt,” he says. Ultimately, Mo’ 
Buttons was too awkward for RJD2 to 
wear it again on another tour. 

But Mo’ Buttons’ failure became the 
impetus for RJD2’s next generation 
of wearable machinery. By 2010, he’d 
crafted another mobile beatmaking 
device, this one worn around his waist 
(dubbed “Commissioner Crotch But- 
tons”). This iteration was a marked 
improvement from the plugged-in 
harness because not only does it use a 
wireless midi controller, it’s consider- 
ably less heavy than an MPC. It’s also 
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more stage friendly. Using a mixture 
of Gorilla Glue, zip ties, and old vinyl, 
RJD2 created a Lazy Susan twirling 
mechanism that allows him to spin the 
commissioner while wearing it. 

Commissioner Crotch Buttons got 
another upgrade earlier this year when 
RJD2 added a full-body suit embla- 
zoned with LED lights and welder’s 
helmet to the mix. Now, whenever he 
plays a beat on his crotch controller, 
the suit lights up to create a multi-col- 
ored spectacle. “I took it to another 
level,” he says. 

Though RJD2 occasionally tours 
with a bassist and drummer — both of 
whom will be present at his upcoming 
show at The Independent — the crotch 
controller is especially handy when he’s 
touring solo. 

“In a live scenario, I have two choic- 
es, he says. “I could either try to take 
out a 20 piece band or I can work in 
a different methodology where I’m 
taking the pieces apart and using the 
actual source material and stems from 
studio sessions and recreating them in 
different ways using the MPC control- 
ler and the turntables.” 

RJD2 is known for a mélange of 
soulful electronic beats, which provide 
the backbone for instrumental-only 
tracks as well as songs with smat- 
terings of vocals. You've heard his 
music, even if you didn’t know it: His 
composition “A Beautiful Mine” is the 
title track for the show Mad Men. He’s 
also a well-known producer who has 
worked with artists including Mos Def, 
Massive Attack, and Yo La Tengo, as 
well as the rapper Homeboy Sandman 
and the San Francisco ambient musi- 
cian Tycho. 

He started making music at the age 
of 17 and has since released 10 studio 
albums, including his May 25 drop, 
Dame Fortune, released through his la- 
bel RJ’s Electrical Connections. 

But though RJD2 claims that in- 
strumental music is “in some ways, 
[his] first love,” the instrumental 
electronic and hip-hop music he makes 
today is a far cry from his sound when 
he first started out. 

Growing up in Columbus, Ohio, 
indie rock dominated the airwaves and 
speakers, he says. He learned guitar 
and piano as a tween and attended 
a vocational high school where he 
studied jazz guitar in the classroom. 
But when a friend invited him to see 
an open mic hip-hop night at a place 
called The Groove Shack, his world 
changed. Whereas everyone that RJD2 
went to school with was already wor- 
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rying about their future careers as gig- 
ging musicians, no one at The Groove 
Shack had career aspirations. “It was 
just a completely different world where 
very different things were at stake,” 

he says. “All that was at stake was the 
respect of your peers, but it had a level 
of competition that was visceral and 
immediate in a way that music school 
just wasn't.” 

After that experience, his interests 
were recalibrated and he became fully 
invested in the world of hip-hop and 
DJ-ing for the next six or seven years. 
“T spent this whole period of time only 
being interested in samples and beats 
and scratching and drum machines,” 
he says. “Everything else was just off 
my radar.” 

It wasn’t until the early aughts after 
the release of his solo debut album, 
Deadringer, that RJD2 decided to 
return to playing traditional instru- 






Nick Fancher 
ments. “I realized I’m not going to be 
able to do this forever and just be a 
dude going to record stores and pulling 
LPs,” he says. “I wasn’t going to be able 
do everything I wanted creatively if I 
was just using an MPC for the rest of 
my life.” 

He started playing the guitar and 
piano again, and though he was rusty, 
he began incorporating live instrumen- 
tation into his next few albums. By 
2007, he'd created an album entirely 
composed of live instrumentation (The 
Third Hand), and from that point on, 
his aim has been to make albums that 
include both buttons and bars. 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 


RJD2 plays at 9 p.m., Saturday, 
April 9, at The Independent. $27; 
theindependentsf.com. 
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Make-Out Room 


THURS MAR 31 9PM FREE 


CHUB E FREEZ 
w/bDJs FRESH FRITZ & SWIFTUMZ! 
OLD SCHOOL HIP-HOP, ALL VINYL, 
PERIOD ATTIRE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED! 


FRI APR 1 6:30PM $5 


NY 
A ONE NIGHT STAND STORY TELLING SERIES 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, GROOVE, INTERNATIONAL 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
+ SPECIAL GUESTS 


SAT APR 2 6:30PM $8 


LEE BOB & THE TRUTH 
JACOB GOLDEN © TWO SHEDS (1a) 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 
SUN APR 3 6:30PM $8 
LOVING CUP PRESENTS 


SMOKING ZIGGURATS 
HI LO HA (RECORD RELEASE) 
MAYYA & THE REVOLUTIONARY 
HELL YEAH 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


DIMENSION 
w/ pis JUSTIN & KURT 
TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS, SOFT VINYL SOUL 


MON APR 4 8PM FREE 


THE MONDAY MAKE-OUT 


THE CUTTING EDGE OF BAY AREA JAZZ AND IMPROVISED MUSIC 


ACKLEY/HAMMOND/WALTON TRIO 
(CONTEMPORARY IMPROVISATION) 


ZE BIB! 
(STH DIMENSIONAL ELECTROACOUSTIC MUSIC) 
AND THE JAKOB PEK ENSEMBLE! 


TUES APR 5 6PM FREE 


ARCHIVE FEVER! 


HAPPY HOURS WITH DJ ANDY! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED APR 6 9:30PM FREE 


THE WHIP - DICE NIGHT 


w/ DJ SIKK LAFFTER & TENDER LLOYD 
STRANGE HOUSE & COSMIC DISCO, 
GIRL GROUP BUMPS & WEIRDO HUMPS! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 ¢ www.makeoutroom.com 
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


THURSDAY, MARGH'31-9 PM - FREE 
FREE: ASSOCIATION SF PRESENTS 


BERN BABY BERN 
DISCO: DANGE PARTY FOR 
BERNIE: SANDERS 


FRIDAY,: APRIL-1-9:30 PM ~ $5 
TEAM WING-PRESENTS 


PN >)>4| bb) (ele) BR 
SPIN: FOR:A CURE 
LIFECYCLE. BENEFIT FEATURING 
BULLETPROOF:SPAGE-TRAVELERS/ 
SCRATCH:HAMSTERS, 

DJ LADY. FINGAZ cr seuMe DEADLY VENOMS), 
MISTA-B.& BeGAUSE®aoneruunk), 
DJ BAYSIK;<DU-EWOGK: (wonpH LIFE), 
LUKE: SICK*0f:SAGRED HOOP: 
HOSTED: BY-BEAG DAHLIA 
SATURDAY, “APRIk 210: PM ='$10 
SPINNING 60S-SOUL:45S 


SATURDAY 
NIGHT SOUL 
rane 


LUGKY,-PAUL:PAUL, 
AND PHENGREN: OSWALD 


$5 DISCOUNT. AN SEML-FORMAL ATTIRE 
SUNDAY. APRIL: PM= STBD 
SINISTER TWIST 
pts: BOND: GIRL 


MONDAY, APRIL ‘4-EARLY:-8-PM:~-$10:ADV/S13 DOOR 


POWER FROM HELL 


(SA0-PAULO, BRAZIL) 
PLUS INTERNAL DAMNATION, 
MIASMIC, BLASPHEMIG CREATION 


TUESDAY, APRIL-5°9:PI ~-$18-ADV/S20 DOOR 


JAFFA:ROAD 


(TORONTO): 
PLUS LIOR BEN=HUR 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL si FARLY:(8:30:PM - $8 


Y-GUN 
BODAGIOUS ANCIENTS, 
BRETT HUNTER BAND; EVAN: LANAM 


THURSDAY; APRIL’ 7-9: PW =-$19°ADV/'S18 DOOR 


BODYSHOCK 
3 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 


LEATHER-oT RIP 
THE: ZOTH-OMMOG TOUR 
PLUS LUDOVICO-TECHNIQUE 


RESIDENT DUS 
GRAGKWHORE,- BLK: RAINBOW, UNITIT77 
UPCOMING 
FRI 4/8 DUB-MSSION: SOUND SYSTEM 
& ROOMMATE 
SAT 4/9: TORMENTA TROPICAL 
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THAT'S OBVIOUSLY NOT THE WAY IT USUALLY HAPPENS’ 


Dancing to Wait 





Tinashe 


By Jessie Schiewe 


It’s not easy being a pop star. 
Just ask Tinashe. 

On a February morning, a week 
before the 23-year-old singer’s three 
month international tour begins, she’s 
prepping for a photo shoot. By 10 a.m., 
she’s already been up for hours getting 
her hair and makeup done. 

After the photos, she'll join dancers 
from her upcoming tour at a studio in 
North Hollywood for roughly 12 hours 
of rehearsal. Though that sounds like a 
lot of work — and it is; their rehearsals 
typically end around midnight — it’s 
absolutely necessary. 

“The majority of the numbers in 
the show have movement, so there’s 
a lot to do and a lot to put together,” 
Tinashe says. “We waited until a week 
before the tour to start rehearsing.” 

Practicing 12 hours a day for an up- 
coming tour is not the norm for most 
musicians. But then again, most musi- 
cians are not Tinashe. A dancer since 
the age of 3 who turned her childhood 
bedroom into a home studio, Tinashe 
has long been known as a hard worker. 
She wrote, recorded, and produced 
her first three mixtapes herself, and 


directed and co-wrote her early music 
videos. And though spending copious 
hours on dance routines might not 

be “necessary because the majority of 
artists nowadays don’t dance,” being 
the rare singer-dancer is precisely why 
she feels the need to incorporate dance 
into her show. 

“When I was younger, I always re- 
ally loved and appreciated artists that 
danced and put on a show,” she says, 
name-dropping Janet Jackson, Michael 
Jackson, and Britney Spears as a few of 
her favorite entertainers. “So that was 
an important aspect that I wanted to 
incorporate when | became an artist.” 

Long rehearsals aside, preparation 
for the upcoming tour has not been 
seamless. The tour’s whole purpose 
was to promote Tinashe’s sophomore 
studio album, Joyride, a follow-up to 
her 2014 debut Aquarius. Though it 
was slated to come out last fall, Joyride 
has yet to be released due to pushbacks 
from her label, RCA. 

After the first delay, she anticipat- 
ed the album’s release for the end of 
2015, a few months ahead of her world 
tour and just in time for the Grammys 
(“In my head, we’re in 2016 and I’m 
winning my Grammy for this next al- 
bum,” she told SPIN way back in June 
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2015), but now even Tinashe doesn’t 
know when the album will drop. 

“That’s obviously not the way it usu- 
ally happens,” she says. “So we’re just 
going to do it more as a promotional 
tour.” 

She says she still plans to perform 
new music from the upcoming album, 
as well as tracks from Aquarius, equat- 
ing the tour to a sort of prolonged 
listening party. 

To tide fans over, she released her 
2012 and 2013 mixtapes Reverie and 
Black Water as a combined album on 
Spotify this March. Since recording 
Joyride, the singer has also toured with 
Nicki Minaj and Katy Perry, and col- 
laborated on songs with Ty Dolla Sign 
and Drake. 

Her last release, March 2015’s six- 
track EP Amethyst, is comprised of 
R&B-infused, slow-tempo pop songs 
that showcase the singer’s crystalline 
voice over slinky instrumentals. Un- 
like Joyride, which includes features 
from artists like Chris Brown, Young 
Thug, Juicy J, and Mike Will Made It, 
Amethyst is a more humble endeavor, 
featuring a slew of lesser-known male 
artists, including the Bay Area’s own 
IAMSU. 

Joyride, she says, goes in a slightly 





RCA Records 


different direction from her previous 
works, most notably Aquarius, which 
featured upbeat, fast-paced bubblegum 
pop bangers like “2 On” and “All Hands 
On Deck,” as well as slower, sleeker 
tunes. The new album, produced by 

Dr. Luke and Max Martin, was created 
with a clearer idea of where she wanted 
the album to go. Fans should expect 
songs that are faster and catchier, and, 
as she told SPIN, “hooky enough to 
cross over.” 

Instead of a slew of midtempo 
tracks, Joyride, she says, will be com- 
prised of a range of tempos. Though 
there will be uptempo songs like her 
2014 DJ Mustard-produced single “2 
On,” there will also be some languid, 
moodier tracks in the mix, reminiscent 
of her early mixtapes. 

“T like being able to go both direc- 
tions as an artist onstage and in my 
music,” she says. “I genuinely have dif- 
ferent sides to my personality and who 
Iam as an artist and person.” 


Tinashe plays at 8 p.m., Tuesday, 


April 5, at The Warfield. $30; 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 
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: | DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 


SAT, APR 2 
ALBUM RELEASE SHO 
“THE STORY OF FRED SHORT” 
* MARCO BENEVE 
MIKAELA DAVIS 


as 
TUE, APR 5 


CULLEN OMORI 


LIVING HOUR 


FRI, APR 8 


DIARRHEA PLANET 
MUSIC BAND, DINOSAURS 


SUN, APR 10 

BROOKLYN BRASSHOUSE PHENOMS 

074 FRI, APR 29 
BLACK MOUNTAIN 


MARISSA NADLER 


SAT, APR 30 


LATE SHOW ADDED! PARTIALLY SEATED 
PRESENTED BY SQUARESPACE 


DUNCAN TRUSSELL: 
YOU ARE GOD TOUR 

ASTAND UP COMEDY SHOW 
SUN, MAY 1 

WILLING TO DIE TOUR 


GIN WIGMORE 
MATTHEW SANTOS 


WED, MAY 4 
NYLON PRESENTS: 
THE WELCOME HOME TOUR 


ROONEY 


628 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES, SAN FRANCISCO / TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 
OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 
INFO: 415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 21+ / GENERAL ADMISSION / VERY LIMITED SEATING 
PAID PARKING LOT : PANHANDLE PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT - APECONCERTS.COM f FACEBOOK.COM/INDEPENDENTSF 


preje RAN) 74 
MISSION DEUIRIUM 
FRI, APR 15 
DMA'S 

MON, APR 18 
MELODY'S ECHO 
CHAMBER 

TUE, APR 19 
MBONGWANA STAR 
SAT, APR 23 

BOMBINO 


LAST GOOD TOOTH, HARRY DUNCAN 


SUN, APR 24 

ONLY LOVE IS REAL (DELUXE) 
ALBUM RELEASE PARTY 
DEBUTING MC YOGTS 
BIGGEST LIVE SHOW EVER! 


WY Lem (0, C7 


NOAH LEVINE (4UTHOR OF DHARMA PUNX) 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Top Five Parties 
This Week 


By Chris Zaldua 


In case you haven’t noticed, 
dance music is a boys’ club. Behind the 
decks, that is — there's certainly no short- 
age of women on the dancefloor. Disc- 
woman, a New York-based DJ collective, 
booking agency, and movement, aims to 
change that by centering and showcasing 
female-identified talent. And, judging by 
their explosive success and worldwide 
press over the past two years, their strat- 
egy is working. 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


As You Like It featuring Ben Klock and 
DVS1 at Public Works, 9 p.m.-4 a.m 
Friday, Apr. 1. $20-$30; publicsf.com. 
“Ben Klock” and “techno” are practically 
synonymous. The German selector has 
been DJing for decades, but it wasn't 
until his 2005 residency at Berghain 

— the Berlin techno palace turned 
pop-cultural synecdoche for hedonism 
and excess - that he achieved global 
Superstar status. Joining him is DVS1, a 
Minnesotan who may be America’s finest 
techno DJ (that’s not hyperbole — he is 
the realest possible deal). Providing disco 
respite are Jacques Renault and Urulu, 
representing Let's Play House upstairs. 


Push The Feeling featuring Cooper 
Saver at Underground SF, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 2. $5; undergroundsf. 
com. 

If you've partied in LA any time over 
the past couple of years, you surely 
recognize Cooper Saver's name (and 
even if you haven't, you still might). 

The young DJ and promoter has made 

a splash with his underground Far Away 
parties, featuring DJs like Floating 
Points, Anthony Naples, Tim Sweeney, 
and many more. He's a killer DJ himself, 
selecting smooth, cocoa butter-scented 
Balearic jams that exist Somewhere along 
the outer fringes of the disco-house 
continuum. 


Parameter presents Tessela B2B 
Pearson Sound and Solar at F8, 10 
p.m.-4 a.m. Saturday, Apr. 2. $20; 
feightsf.com. 

It's hard to imagine a recent electronic 
musician more vital than David Kennedy 
(aka Pearson Sound, Ramadanman, and 
more). Over the past decade, he (and 
the label he co-founded, Hessle Audio) 
melted dubstep, jungle, and grime 

into slag and re-cast them in techno’s 
form, resulting in the most creative, 
boundary-pushing dance music the 
world has seen since Warp Records’ 
heyday. Here, he teams up with fellow 
bass-music chameleon Tessela for an 
extended B2B set; Solar supports. 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 


Discwoman’s mission is simple: 
Place women in positions of struc- 
tural power (as booking agents, 
promoters, club bookers, etc.) and 
make the dancefloor an explicitly 
safe space for women. It helps, of 
course, that they have killer resi- 
dent DJs — including Umfang and 
Volvox, both of whom will appear 
this Friday. Umfang is a full-spec- 
trum selector, mixing up high-oc- 
tane techno with breaks and the 
occasional drum and bass tune. 
Volvox tends towards moody, melodic 
deep house, with frequent diversions 
into EBM and new beat. Two local ladies 
join them: Dhra, purveyor of broken 
beats and beyond, and Jaqi Sparro, who 
pairs techno with R&B- and hip-hop-in- 
spired sounds. 


Modular presents Extrawelt, 
Ambivalent, Mark Slee, and more at The 
Midway, 8:30 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, Apr. 
2. $20-$25; themidwaysf.com. 
Extrawelt is the current alias of a pair 

of German producers who have been 
producing top-flight electronic music 

for decades. Their early work as Midi 

Miliz and Spirallianz sat firmly in the 
psychedelic trance camp, but was 
relentlessly minimal and industrial- 
influenced, setting them apart from 

their peers. As Extrawelt, they bring 
similar influences to bear on a modern 
tech-house palette, pairing exquisite 
production with loopy, melodic grooves. 
Well-rounded techno producer/DJ 
Ambivalent co-headlines, with local Mark 
Slee supporting. 


RECORD LABEL SPOTLIGHT: 
JACKTONE RECORDS 


Experimental music and the Bay Area go 
hand-in-hand. For decades, the Bay has 
been home to numerous well-regarded left- 
field musicians and artists (to drop but a 
few names: Morton Subotnick; Tuxedo- 
moon; Survival Research Labs; Factrix; 
Robert Rich; Kit Clayton; Kid606; the list 
goes on). Despite San Francisco’s currently 
inhospitable climate towards the arts (es- 
pecially the stranger ones), nothing has 
changed — vital electronic and experimen- 
tal music is still produced right here at 
home. Jacktone Records, a small-but-grow- 
ing record label launched in 2013, has dedi- 
cated itself to Bay Area electronic music, 
providing a platform for new, rising artists 
to share their craft with the world. 

The label is the product of the efforts 
of Darren Cutlip (aka Dabecy) and Me- 
lissa Maristuen (aka Doc Sleep) — both 
longtime Bay Area residents, now recent 
expats. Cutlip is a Bay Area native and 
was a lifelong San Francisco resident 
until a recent move to Detroit to be with 
his boyfriend; Maristuen lived in San 
Francisco for years after relocating from 
Minneapolis, then decamped for Berlin 
last year. Cutlip had long been involved 





Discwoman 


Aurora Halal 


Discwoman San Francisco with 
Umfang, Volvox, Dhra and Jaqi 
Sparro at F8, 9p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, 
Apr. 1. $10-$15; feightsf.com. 


in San Francisco’s noise and experimen- 
tal scene, and Maristuen was an in-de- 
mand underground techno and house 
DJ. The two crossed paths at a Honey 
Soundsystem party (during their legend- 
ary Sunday night weekly residency at 
the Holy Cow), and soon after, Jacktone 
Records was born. 

Jacktone’s first release was a 12” 
by Oakland acid-techno artist Exillon. 
After that came an ambitious 23-track 
double-cassette compilation, featuring 
almost entirely Bay Area artists. “There’s 
a resurgence of bedroom musicians pro- 
ducing really high quality music in the 
Bay Area — not just house and techno, 
just really good electronic music, totally 
pure and uninfluenced by trends,” Cutlip 
tells me. “There will always be an experi- 
mental streak that runs through Bay Area 
music, whether it’s ye olde psychedelic 
influence or just a tendency for things to 
be a bit left-field and raw,” adds Maristu- 
en. “The Bay has always been a haven for 
freaks and queers, for politically-minded 
folks, and what you get from that is a 
strong DIY ethos, and that resonates 
[with Jacktone Records] for sure.” 

Jacktone’s biggest strength is the 
diversity of artists on its roster. “We've 
released industrial, post-rock, techno, 
house, dark ambient, and noise,” ex- 
plains Cutlip. “Our goal is to press in- 
teresting electronic music that we love.” 
Indeed, a jaunt through the Jacktone 
catalog will reveal heavy-duty club-ready 
techno (Worker/parasite); beautiful me- 
lodic ambient (Lavender, whose Mystique 
Youth I selected as one of SF Weekly's 
best albums of 2015); glimmering Krau- 
trock-derived pop (Dechirico); foggy, 
cavernous dub techno (Michael Claus); 
and more. 

What does the future hold for the la- 
bel? “We've been growing up — showing 
up in DJ charts and sets, getting press 
coverage, growing our distribution chan- 
nels, and just becoming more organized,” 
Maristuen says. Cutlip sums it up: “My 
hope is that Jacktone will continue to 
grow and become a household name in 
the underground.” 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar @sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F.,CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
A415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


THURSDAY 31 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Foxing, w/ O'Brother, Tancred, 
8 p.m., $12-$14. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-800-8782. Grow & Twine, w/ Flowers 
On The Fence, Billie Gayle, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $7-$10. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 415-954-0777. Sweet Talk, 10 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
Earthless, w/ Pins of Light, Older Sun, 8 p.m., 
$16-$19. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
415-441-2922. “Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, MARCH 31 


Bag Raiders: W/ Plastic Plates, 9 p.m., Sold 
Out. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Tank: W/ Trevor Jackson, 12Til, 8 p.m., $35- 
$47.50. The Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van 
Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 415-673-5716. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 1 


Anders Osborne: W/ Sister Sparrow & The Dirty 
Birds, 9 p.m., $26. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco, 415-346-6000. 

Elephant Revival: W/ Mandolin Orange, 9 
p.m., $21-$23. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Father John Misty: W/ Tess & Dave, 8 p.m., Sold 
Out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-548-3010. 

Field Music: W/ Hazel English, 9 p.m., $15. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 

The Floozies: W/ Sunsquabi, Sugar Beats, 
9 p.m., $17. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San 
Francisco, 415-625-8880. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 2 


Birds of Chicago: W/ Raina Rose, 9 p.m., $21. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Father John Misty: W/ Tess & Dave, 8 p.m., Sold 
Out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-548-3010. 

Marco Benevento: W/ Mikaela Davis, 9 p.m., 
$20. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Opulent Temple's Sacred Dance “White 
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Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“My So-Called Night,’ ‘90s dance party with VJs 
Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. “Xcess Thursdays,” w/ resident DJs 
Krazy, Becky Knox, and Frisko Eddy, 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. "Class of ‘84,” w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 
p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www.face- 
book.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at-Cat- 
Club/191272240888168. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. "XO," 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/PartyX0. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421- 
8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872- 
5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm 
DJs spina variety of tunes including indie rock, 
garage, electronic music, and more., 9 p.m., 
Free, bff.fm. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco, 415-932- 
0955. Kraak & Smaak, w/ Motion Potion, 9 
p.m., $20-$25. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“#Homo," 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 
facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978-9942. 
“Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs., Fridays, 9 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m., Free. 


Party”: W/ Syd Gris, Billy Seal, Billy Casazza, 
DJ Icon, Brian Peek, ELiKi with Violin Girl, 
Grammar, Mike Butler, and more., 9 p.m., 
$54.24-$101.72. The Regency Ballroom, 
1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 415- 
673-5716. 

Y&T: W/ Don Dokken, 8 p.m., $37.50. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 415- 
346-6000. 


MONDAY, APRIL 4 


Rachel Platten: W/ Eric Hutchinson, Hunter 
Hunted, 8 p.m., $22.50. The Regency Ball- 
room, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 
415-673-5716. 

Yung Lean: W/ Thaiboy Digital, 8 p.m., $22.50. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-346-6000. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 5 


Cullen Omori: W/ Living Hour, 8 p.m., $15. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 

Tinashe: 8 p.m., $27.50-$40. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, San Francisco, 415-345-0900. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 


Aurora: W/ Tor Miller, 8 p.m., $15. The Inde- 
pendent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 

In Memory of Bo: A Benefit for Sweet Relief 
& ALS: W/ Zigaboo Modeliste, DJ Logic, 
Stu Allen, Lebo, Wally Ingram, Reed Mathis, 
Mark Karan and more., 8 p.m., $35-$75. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-346-6000. 
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1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


“FILLMORE 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 


5 es F < : _ 1 
5 | # E = A . ea q | 
KARL DENSON’S TINY UNIVERSE 
PERFORMS PRINCE’S “DIRTY MIND” 
FEATURING ZIEK MCCARTER OF CON BRIO 


SATURDAY, MAY 7 





SATURDAY, JUNE 18 


FRIDAY, APRIL 1 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.00 


ANDERS OSBORNE 


SISTER SPARROW & THE DIRTY BIRDS 


FRIDAY, APRIL 1 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.00 


BLACKBERRY SMOKE 


CHARLIE OVERBEY AND THE BROKEN ARROWS 


SATURDAY, APRIL 2 
1BIO1O) S/N) 5 (0) Se enle 


Y&T 


MONDAY, APRIL 4 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


YUNG LEAN 


THAIBOY DIGITAL 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 
1BIO1O) S/N) 5 (0) RS REULO 


IN MEMORY OF BO: 


A BENEFIT FOR SWEET RELIEF & ALS 


SUNDAY, APRIL 24 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $30.00 


STONE Ay 


AN ORCHESTRATED PERFORMANCE OF BIG STAR’S 
LEGENDARY THIRD ALBUM AND MORE 


FEATURING: 


JODY STEPHENS (BIG STAR) 
MIKE MILLS (R.E.M.), 

DAN WILSON (SEMISONIC) 
CHUCK PROPHET 

JOHN VANDERSLICE 

MITCH EASTER (LET’S ACTIVE) 
CHRIS STAMEY (THE DB’S) 
IRA KAPLAN (YO LA TENGO) 


PAT SANSONE (WILCO) 
DJANGO HASKINS 

(THE OLD CEREMONY) 

SKYLAR GUDASZ 

BRETT HARRIS 

RALPH CARNEY, 

SAMANTHA PEREZ (THE SHE’S) 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


— , Pim 
CHEAP PETE’S f ry = 
frame factory outlet LAGUNITAS, (s Pepst Cl t j 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. Chickenhead Johnson, w/ special 
guests, 9 p.m., $7. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512- 
7493. Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & Landot, 
10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
9294. Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 
p.m., free, facebook.com/peachesladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB. com 


“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave cHarreie - 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415-648- 
1047. Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Jam Session, 
Last Thursday of every month, 8 p.m.., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 
415-831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh 
Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco, 
415-398-0850. Free Live Jazz Music, Join us 
every Wednesday & Thursday evening for a free 
Jazz show by local Bay Area musicians. Shows 
start at 8pm. Enjoy great food, drinks & Jazz., 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8-11 p.m. Continues 


yncH LIMES. 


sau Fee ancis sco aa 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


THURSDAY 3/31 = SATURDAY 4/2 


& CRISTELA ALONZO 


FROM ABC'S CRISTELA! 


WEDNESDAY 4/13 « SATURDAY 4/ 16 


JON DORE 


FROM COMEDY CENTRAL AND CONAN! 


SUNDAY 4/17 


FLULA BORG 


TUESDAY 4/19 


BROOKS WHEELAN 


THURSDAY yn. SATURDAY 4/23 


MAZ JOBRANI 


THURSDAY 4/28 - SUNDAY 3/l 


NICK SWARDSON 


Gee 


THURSDAY 5/5 - SATURDAY 5/7 


TOM GREEN 





TUESDAY 4/5 
RONN VIGH'S 
BIRTH-GAY BASH 


TUESDAY 4/19 


JAMES VEITCH: DOT CON 


THURSDAY 4/21 - SATURDAY 4/23 


GREG FITZSIMMONS 


WEDNESDAY 4/27 - SATURDAY 4/30 


WILL DURST 


WEDNESDAY 5/4 - SATURDAY 5/7 


DAN CUMMINS 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


FRIDAY 4/8 - SATURDAY 4/9 


PIFF THE MAGIC 
DRAGON 


LOSER OF AMERICA’S GOT TALENT! 


FRIDAY 4/ 15 = SATURDAY 4/16 
NIKKI GLASER 


FROM COMEDY CENTRAL'S NOT SAFE! 


915 COLUMBUS AVEN Maa LOMBARD) #18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


ticketmaster 


[Live NATION | 


Ald, MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 2016 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All tickets are subject to 
applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


citi 


through June 1, Free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 
p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-8667. Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 
Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-646-0018. Flamenco Fusion World 


Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Lara Price, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 








THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


oR 
o_ 
-~ WE'RE JUST ASKING FOR 
IT! REQUEST YOUR 
FAVE MASHUPS, SONGS, OR 


ARTISTS! TWEET REQUESTS 
@BOOTIEMASHUP 


‘e “4 
= ee: Be de 


ry ne ae 


T7PM: BURLESQUE SHOW 


“as 
. 
Pe 


” LOUNGE: 


PAR TY KILLERS 


DJs: PARTY BEN & MYKILL 
ABOVE: 


HUBBA HUBBA LAS BAYGAS 


REVUE 
with EMCEE KINGFISH 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


MYSTERIOUS D 
ADRIAN A. - ENS 


DJs: AJAX, LORENZO, TURNSTYLZ 


DAZZLE ROOM: 


DAMN GINA! 


with: DJ FOX a KOOL KARLO 


SATURDAY APRIL 2 


FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - 21+ w/ ID 
OPN-AFTERHOURS : $10 BEFORE $0PM - BOOTIESF.COM 
SKIP THE LINE! $15 ADWANCE TIX @ DNALOUYGE,COM 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TD THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE? 
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415-255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., 
$6-$15 sliding scale, outsound.org. 


ROCK 


The New Parish: 579 18th St., Oakland, 510-444- 
7474. Geographer, w/ The Crookes, 8 p.m., 
$20-$25. 


FRIDAY 1 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Eyes On The Shore, w/ Fritz 
Montana, Down and Outlaws, Coyote, 8:30 
p.m., $10-$12. 

Flanahan's Pub: 3805 Noriega St., San Francisco, 
415-665-2424. Rustangs Garage Club, 8 p.m.-1 
a.m., $1-$7, 415-665-2424, https://rustangs. 
bandcamp.com/. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
Gaz Coombes, w/ Piney Gir, 9 p.m., $26. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco, 415- 
252-1330. SWMRS, w/ The Frights, Pity Party, 
9 p.m., $13. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. Boy Bar," 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Strangelove,” New Wave, industrial, 
goth, and gloomy ‘80s with DJ Tomas Diablo, 
first Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 
before 10 p.m.), strangelovesf.com. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. “F.T.S.: For the Story,” 10 p.m. 

Columbus Cafe: 562 Green, San Francisco, 415-274- 
2599. SOUL TIME! Funky Soul First Fridays, DJ's 
spinning 1960's & 70's FUNK, SOUL, CROSSOVER, 
NORTHERN SOUL, DISCO all on original vinyl 45 
records. Come get your boogie on, on the dance 
floor!, at this exclusive underground rare soul 
party. Come experience a great landing spot for 
North Beach First Fridays Art Walk. DJ Rodrigo 
Scandroglio (Silver & Black Soul Club - Oakland), 
DJ Victoria (Soul Time! - San Francisco)., first 
Friday of every month, 8:30 p.m.-1 a.m., Free, 
415-274-2599, www.facebook.com/BayCitySoul. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421- 
8700. “Flight Fridays,” 10 p.m., $20. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. “Dirty Rotten Dance Party,” w/ 
Kap10 Harris, Shane King, guests, first Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Oasis: 298 llth St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
“Polyglamorous,”’ first Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $7-$10. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-825-0338. 
“OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. 
Free before 1lpm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, 415-431- 
1151, info@ravenbarsf.com, www.ravenbarsf. 
com/. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
0880. “Vittles,” w/ DJ Bulldog Mike, first Friday 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


of every month, 8 p.m. 


Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 415-558- 
8521. Soul Funky,” w/ resident DJ Kevin Garcia, 
first Friday of every month, 7-10 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/soulfunkysf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978-9942. 
“Future Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs., Fridays, 9 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m., Free. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. B. Dolan, 8:30 p.m., 
$12-$15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 


ee 
FRI APRIL 1 - 8:30 PM 


THE FLOOZIES 
QUANTIC (LIVE) 
GOLDROOM (LIVE) 
POOLSIDE 

YOUNG FATHERS 
ST. GERMAIN 

NOSAJ THING 
HUDSON MOHAWKE 
SONNY DIGITAL 


WEZZANOMESE COM | 415.625.6880 | 216 
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7788. ‘‘Basstown,” w/ DJ Special Lord B, first 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512- 
7493. “Elevate,” w/ DJ Zita, first Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo," w/ 
Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415-648- 
1047. The Emergency Ensemble, first Friday of 


INO NITRIC Ip 
101 6TH STREET 











SUNSET SOUNDSYSTEM & WERD. 
SEASON OPENER AFTER PARTY 








TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS. 


MONARCHSF.COM 


JOE-SATRIANT 


MAY 15. 2016 - 7HEF/LL/IOR~ 


A BENEFIT FOR THE PEDIATRIC CANCER PROGRAM AT UCSF BENIOFF CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL 
On SALE FRIDAY AT 10am 


ticketmaster.com CHEAP PETE’S LAGUNITRS, (2 «- iti 


Limit 2 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Buy tickets at LIVENATION.com. 
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every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 415- 
586-3733. Don Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, first 
Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested 
donation per adult. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco, 
415-386-3330. John Kalleen Group, first Friday 
of every month, 7 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Lavay Smith & Her Skillet Lickin’ Soultet, 
first Friday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-552-6066. Conscious Contact, first Friday 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 


OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 





ecoceoeoeeeoee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee eo ee ee eee eee eee ee eee 


SATURDAY, 4/2 - 9PM - $10 


eoeoeeeeere eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee wee eee eee ee 


THURSDAY, 4/7 - 9PM - $10/$15 
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UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 
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of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco, 415-441- 
4099. Wrapped in Plastic, first Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Black Market Jazz 
Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 
Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. ‘Dance Fridays,” weekly salsa 
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& bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 
DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Vanessa Collier Blues Band, Fri., April 
1, 7:30 & 10 p.m.; Sat., April 2, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 415-701-1300. 
Friday Night Blues, weekly blues dance lessons 
and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, sundownblues.com/ 
friday-night-blues.html. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Lisa Kindred, first Friday of every month, 
4 p.m.; Lonnie’s Eggs, first Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981-9177. 


Viaquet 
‘' aa sae 
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Jinx Jones & The KingTones, first Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. Swoop Unit, first Friday of every month, 
6 p.m., $3-$5. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for 


-* CAL fttre 
Ws \ nero), 
» —— ~~. y_ 
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Dance People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Oldies Night,” w/ DJs Primo, 
Daniel, Lost Cat, friends, first Friday of ev- 
ery month, 10 p.m., $5, www.facebook.com/ 
groups/39432821853. 


SATURDAY 2 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Tango Alpha Tango, w/ Cash Pony, 
Mutt, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. TWISTED MACHINE, Underground 
Channel, Nervous Factor, Taotie, w/ Underground 
Channel, Nervous Factor, Taotie, 7 p.m., $20. 


DANCE 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Leisure,” w/ DJs Aaron & Omar, first 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $8, www. 
popscene-sf.com. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Bootie S.F.,” 9 p.m., $10-$20, bootiesf. 
com. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325. “Hard French,” w/ DJs Carnita & Brown 
Amy, first Saturday of every month, 2 p.m., $7, 
hardfrench.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m., 
empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646- 
0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibizadayclub.com; 
“Rel8,” first Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Bounce!," 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-241-0202. “The Prince & Michael 
Experience,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, first Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $5, www.bombhiphop. 
com/PvsM.html. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
0880. “Spitroast,” first Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
6623. ‘Go Bang!," w/ DJs Sergio Fedasz, Steve 
Fabus, Prince Wolf, and guests, first Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $10 (free before 10 p.m.), 
gobangsf.com. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415- 
584-4445. 80's and 90's Throwback Party, w/ 
DJs and MCs., 9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. “Push the Feeling,” w/ residents Yr 
Skull & Kevin Meenan, first Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., facebook.com/pushthefeeling. 


HIP-HOP 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. “Perfect Saturdays,” w/ DJs Beat Thoz & 
MoMix, 10 p.m. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Locksmith, w/ DJ True 
Justice, Outbound, Champlu, Breakadawn, King 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


= 


DEFTONES 


GREEK THEATRE 


at UC Berkeley 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 26th 


= 
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> 


THURSDAY, JULY 14TH 
FRIDAY, JULY 15TH 


PHOS ETS AVAILABLE Al THEPOXOARLAND.CORM, APECONCERTS.COM 4) TICKETMASTER.COM 


Under the direction of Another Planet Entertainment - = 6. 
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Reegz, Legends Live Forever, Hugo Monster, 8 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10-$15. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 415- 
885-4074. “Candy Rain,” first and third Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $3. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512- 
7493. ‘N.E.W.: Never Ending Weekend,” w/ DJ 
Jerry Ross, first Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 415-558- 
8521. “Golden Era," w/ Ren the Vinyl Archaeol- 
ogist, first Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 
(free before 11 p.m.), trueskool.com. 


ACOUSTIC 
Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415-648- 


1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. Damir, 8 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
151-1122. “Americana Jukebox,” first Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $6-$10, shelbyash- 
presents.net. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733. The Smith Dobson Quartet, first 
Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


1015.€om 


PpersarT 


+ MIHKAL + THE PIRATE + KRAKINOV 
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SATIN SATURDAYS + PURACLUS.COM 


Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert 
Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-991- 
1015. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for tango lesson 
(free dance after 1p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 


Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 415-392- 
6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger 

Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 
p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


BLUES 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415- 
648-1047. Blind Lemon Pledge, first Saturday 
of every month, 7 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Vanessa Collier Blues Band, Fri., April 


PUBLICWORICS 


— AS YOU LIKE IT PRESENTS 
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DERRICK CARTER [fh ] 
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DEEP BLUE & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


¥ NINA KRAVIZ 


HONEY SOUNDSYSTEM & PW PRESENT 


STEFFI uve 
THE BLACK MADONNA ¢ DJ MINX 
HONEY SOUNDSYSTEM DJS 


4 


LIGHTS DOWN LOW 
10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 


2MANYDJS 


APR PURA SATURDAYS 

2 ET DJ MIDNIGHT 

APR PURA SATURDAYS 

9 FT DJS SEIZE + D-SHAR® 

APR PURA SATURDAYS 

16 FT DJS SANTANA + MIDNIGH® 
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THURSDAY ¢ 3/31 ¢ MAIN ROOM 
DEEP HOUSE YOGA 


THURSDAY ¢ 3/31 © LOFT 
HUSH CONCERTS: KRAAK & SMAAK bs set 


FRIDAY ¢ 4/8 ¢ LOFT FRIDAY ¢ 4/22 
YOKOO & POWEL AS YOU LIKE IT: DJ KOZE B2B MATTHEW DEAR 


161 ERIE ST. SF, CA * MORE INFO @ PUBLICSF.COM 


TUESDAY 4/19 
THE LEAKEY FOUNDATION: BEING HUMAN 


THURSDAY ¢ 4/21 
SF INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL: OPENING NIGHT 
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1, 7:30 & 10 p.m.; Sat., April 2, 7:30 &10 p.m., $22. 
Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. The Jukes, first Saturday of every month, 
4 p.m.; Daniel Castro, first Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 
7788. “Saturday Night Soul Party,’ w/ DJs Lucky, 
Phengren Oswald, and Paul Paul, first Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 


SUNDAY 3 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Noble Savages, w/ 
Coast Tribe, Fighting Smokey Joe, The Riot 
Professor, 8 p.m.-midnight, $7-$10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. “Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 
7788. “Dub Mission,” Sunday night excursions 
into the echo-drenched outer realms of dub 
with resident DJ Sep and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free 

before 9:30 p.m.), dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646- 
0999. “Sundaze,” 1 p.m., free before 3 p.m; 
“BoomBox,’’ first Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 
10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook. 
com/BounceSundays. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
0880. “Time Machine,” w/ DJ Rotten Robbie, 
first Sunday of every month, 6 p.m., $5 after 
7p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. “Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 
p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Landolt & 
Natural, 10 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325. 
“Swagger Like Us,” w/ resident DJs davO & 
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Desert Blues / Rock 


SONGHOY BLUES 


with JJUUJJUU, 9 p.m., 
Saturday, April 2, at Slim’s. 
$21; slimspresents.com. 


You don’t have to know what Ma- 
lian music sounds like or even bea 
fan of world music to like Songhoy 
Blues. You just have to like guitar. 
The formation story of Songhoy 
Blues, which released its debut al- 
bum Music In Exile on Atlantic Re- 
cords last February, could easily be 
made into a movie (and has been: 
it’s one of the main stories told in 
the documentary They Will Have To 
Kill Us First about Malian music in 
exile). In 2012, the jihadist group 
Ansar Dine took control of north 
Mali and instituted a ban on ciga- 
rettes, alcohol, and music. Three 
musicians, all ethnic Songhoys — 
Garbe Touré, Aliou Touré, and Ou- 
mar Touré, who, despite the 
surname shared with legend Farka 
Touré, are unrelated — fled their 
hometowns and relocated to Ba- 
mako, the country’s capital in the 
south, where they met and decided 





to form a band, adding drummer Nathanael Dembélé to the mix. They began playing shows at local venues that ended up at- 
tracting not only fellow Songhoy, but other northern and southern ethnicities. After passing an informal audition, the band 
was introduced to Yeah Yeah Yeahs guitarist Nick Zinner, who co-produced their debut album. Since then, they’ve performed 
with Julian Casablancas and Damon Albarn, and played a number of international music festivals, like Glastonbury Festival, 


Bonnaroo Festival, and Latitude Festival. Jessie Schiewe 


Rap 


LOCKSMITH 


9 p.m., Saturday, April 2, 
at Brick and Mortar. $15; 
brickandmortarmusic. 
com. 


This half-black, half-Iranian rap- 
per from Richmond first made a 
name for himself in the early 
aughts by competing in MTV’s 
Freestyle Battle Championship. 
Though he didn’t end up win- 
ning — Reignman took the 
crown, along with $25,000 in 
cash and a Def Jam recording 
contract — Locksmith did make 
it to the hallowed final round. 
Since then, his solo career has 
been on an upswing: He’s toured 
with Murs and Joe Budden, col- 
laborated with Hopsin and Jar- 
ren Benton, and dropped two 
studio albums and four mix- 
tapes. Though the Cal alum has 
since retired from battle rap- 
ping, he still sticks to the diss 
rap formula and is known for his 
hard-hitting, candid lyrics. He 
called Kanye West gay in his 
2009 track “Rare Form,” which, 
you gotta admit, takes some 
balls. Jessie Schiewe 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S4 DRAFTS /$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 





THURSDAY MAR 31 $7 ADV 


+ SPECIAL GUESTS TBA 
FRIDAY APR 1 $10 ADV 


+ 


SATURDAY APR 2 $10 ADV 


(members of the MONOPHONICS) 
Feat. * GS* 
JOHN LOVERO (Guitar/Vocals) 
DAVID BARSKY (Bass) 
GARRETT MORRIS (Drums) 


SUNDAY APR 3 FREEE PARTY 
Freestyle Hip-Hop 


THURSDAY APR 7 $10 ADV 


& fe 
Boom Boom Room Presents 


@ NOLA Jazz Fest 2016 
ALL OF OUR SHOWS THIS YEAR ARE 
@ ONE EYED JACKS, DRAGON’S DEN, 
MAISON 
April 21 - 29 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 





THE WARFIELD 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
982 MARKET STREET 
WARRIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 104M - 4PM 


STEVE HACKETT 
3.31 * TONIGHT! 


4.5 TINASHE 


4.9 BILLY & THE KIDS 
FEATURING ERIC KRASNO 
THE GREYBOY ALLSTARS 


4.17 LUSH 
D) AARON AXELSON 


4.23 CHEECH & CHONG 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


ON SALE FRIDAY’ 


FAT JOE & REMY MA: 
A TRIBUTE TO BIG PUN 
MAY 15 
PVRIS 
MAY 24 


THE SMOKERS CLUB 
PRESENTS: CAM’RON 
THE UNDERACHIEVERS 
G HERBO 
SMOKE DZA 
NYCK CAUTION 
JUNE 4 


DONOVAN 
OCTOBER 12 


TANK 
TREVOR JACKSON » 12TIL 


MARCH 31 * TONIGHT! 


4.4 RACHEL PLATTEN 
ERIC HUTCHINSON * HUNTER HUNTED 


4.7 HIPPIE SABOTAGE 
ALEX WILEY * KEMBE X 


4.10 THE RESIDENTS 


4.15 BUNNY WAILER 
PURE ROOTS 


417-19 DITA VON TEESE 
4.20 RHYE 
4.2] RUPAUL’S DRAG RACE 


eI aXs 


SOLDENVOICE.COM 
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TEM P&E 


COA bE N- Dy Ak 


NESSUNNERY 
JAMES 
— MARC/ANO 


FRI 


ie re 


NE NO 


FRI 


STAFFORD 


BROTHERS 


VE 


TEMPLESF.COM | 415-312-3668 | INFO@TEMPLESF.COM 
540 HOWARD STREET. SAN FRANCISCO | OPEN 10PM- 4AM | AGES 21+ 


boy_friend, first Sunday of every month, 2 p.m., 
swaggersf.com. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
mc chris, w/ Nathan Anderson, 8 p.m., $17-$19. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415-615- 
0916. Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., 
free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 








DRINKS « FOOD « MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


THUR 3/31 ALL AGES 7PM & 
FRI 4/1 21+ 8PM 
$20 ADV / $24 DOOR 


THE PIMPS OF JOYTIME 
wit GREYHOUNDS 


SAT 4/2 8PM $22 
FOLKYEAH! PRESENTS 


THE STONE FOXES 
with KINGSBOROUGH 


SUN 4/3 7PM SI6 ADV / $19 DOOR 


THE CHINA.CATS 


Feat. SUNSHINE GARCIA BECKER 
(FURTHUR) - TRIBUTE TO THE GRATEFUL DEAD 


THUR 4/7 7PM $17 ADV / $19 DOOR 
TOM FREUND 


with WALLY INGRAM 
AND CHRIS HAUGEN 


SAT 4/9 8PM $30 ADV / $32 DOOR 
SUPER DIAMOND 

THE ULTIMATE NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE BAND 
SUN 4/10 7PM $17 ADV / $20 DOOR 


HAYSEED DIXIE 

THUR 4/14 7PM $25 ADV / $30 DOOR 
LEGENDARY B-3 ORGAN PLAYER 
BRIAN AUGER & THE 
OBLIVION EXPRESS 

Feat. ALEX LIGERTWOOD (santana, ser 


BECK, DIXIE DREGS, AVERAGE WHITE BAND) ON VOCALS 
FRI 4/15 6:30 & 9PM $60 ADV / $65 DOOR 
MULTI-PLATINUM SINGER-SONGWRITER 
JOAN OSBORNE - Acoustic puo 
reat. KEITH COTTON 


RON@SWMH.COM 
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0012. The Hot Baked Goods, first Sunday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free; Kally Price Old Blues 
& Jazz Band, first Sunday of every month, 9 
p.m., $7-$10. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 415- 
586-3733. Jinx Jones’ Jazz-a-billy All Stars, Sun., 
April 3, 4:30-6:30 p.m.; Sun., April 17, 7:30-10 
p.m., $10 suggested donation. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-649- 
6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 p.m.., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Till- 
man, Danny Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872- 
5160. “Spill the Wine,” w/ DJs Vinnie Esparza, 
Guillermo, and Slopoke, first Sunday of every 
month, 5 p.m., free, www.popssf.com/. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco, 415-974-0905. The Flamenco Room, 
1:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Jules Leyhe, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; P.A. Slim, first Sunday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 
p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco, 415- 
159-7263. Hillbilly Hootenanny West Side Re- 
vue, first Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free, https://www.facebook.com/pages/ 
The-Hootenanny-West-Side-Revue-First-Sun- 
days/341248372565054. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


INTERNATIONAL 


The New Parish: 579 18th St., Oakland, 510-444- 
7474. “An Evening in Havana” With Daymé 
Arocena, 8 p.m., $15-$20, 510-444-7474. 
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MONDAY 4 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Pluto and the Wifcnts, 
w/ Butano, Parking Tickets, Max Gardener, 8 
p.m., $7-$10. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 415-954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
Little Green Cars, w/ John Mark Nelson, 8 
p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs 
Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 
p.m., $3-$5, www.deathguild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. ‘‘M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),”’ 
w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., 
free, www.motownonmondays.com. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. Manic Mondays, w/ Vinroc, DKTRUKT, 
and Mei-Lwun, 6 p.m. continues through May 
23, Free before 1lpm. 

Oasis: 298 TIth St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. “Sissy Bar,” w/ resident DJs Bubbles 
& Christina, first and third Monday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/SissyBarSF. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. The Alabama Bowties, first Monday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. cRossRhodes, 8 p.m. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-441-9758. Terry Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.terrysavastano.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 415- 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 
p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco, 415- 
771-5030. “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free, www. 
kcturnerpresents.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 
p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod 
Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. City Jazz Instrumental Jam 
Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 
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Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ les- 
sons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks, 
www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
9294. “Skylarking,” w/ 1&I Vibration, 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. “Bad to the Bone,” blues night with Tom 
Mounsey & guests, Mondays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673- 
5483. ‘Fried Chicken & Blues,’ 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 
The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415- 


584-4445. “Monday Night Motown Soul,” w/ DJ 
Souljah, 9 p.m., Free. 


TUESDAY 5 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Matthew Logan Vasquez, w/ 
Reverend Baron, Dustin Lovelis, 9 p.m., $15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Claire George, w/ Madi 


SILQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 
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HERE NOW! 
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2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 


TV wv 


415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 





Sipes and the Painted Blue, YOURS, 9 p.m., Free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861- 
2011. Highly Suspect, w/ Audiodamn!, | Am 
Strikes, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
415-441-2922. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles 
Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 p.m., $5, 
facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Cock Shot,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 
$7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 


ROCK 'N 


SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 2076 
7:00AM - 4:00PM « USF CAMPUS, MCLAREN HALL 


Admission is free for students, faculty, and staff. 
$10 Early Bird: special: 7:00-10 am. 
$3: General Admission after 10:am. 


NORCALS 


Wy ir 
RECORD FAIR 





Sle ‘< ER 


FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 4:00 PM 


oe 1906 ;:., 


TWAT (OAK) 

10PM ¢ $5 

RAWKOUS PUNK ROCK 

4/3 §CHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


4/4 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AN ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 

11PM TO 2 AM 


4/5 $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 
TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH 

A CAN OF TECATE 


4/6 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 


$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 
ALL NIGHT LONG 


BIKES TO BOOKS 
BOOK CLUB SOCIAL 7 - 9pm 





BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%*& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
7% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 





INTERESTED IN BEING A VENDOR AT A KUSF.ORG ROCK N’ SWAP? 
CALL 415.386.5873 OR EMAIL KUSF@USFCA.EDU. 


421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free 
with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. “‘Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m., facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
“BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 
p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 
facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 
Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 


WAP 





OO 


STARB 


2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.5821 


TRI 


ie 


TUNE IN! KUSF.ORG STREAMING ONLINE! 





NOW SERVING FOOD 


THURSDAY 3/31 


“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton 
Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 

751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415- 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 
p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
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Ow 
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D WINDOW!!! 


MUZIK CITY (rEGGAE/SKA/VINYL BLISS) 10 PM 


FREE 


SATURDAY 4/2 


SUPA STEEZY (CLUB HITS, HIP HOP) 


TUESDAY 4/5 
SIPS AND BITES _ 


WEDNESDAY 4/6 


[A! WIN PRIZES! 
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Dance, House 


BAG RAIDERS 


Live show with Plastic Plates, 9 p.m., Thursday, March 31, at The 
Independent. $20; theindependentsf.com. 


DJ set with Justin Milla. Doors open at 9:30 p.m, Thursday, March 


31, at Audio. $16; audiosf.com. 


If you're a fan of tropical house and electronic dance music and you don’t know 
the Australian duo Bag Raiders, it’s OK. We forgive you. Though they're huge in 
Australia — their singles continually rank on the Australian Recording Industry 
Association’s charts — they’re still relatively unknown to non-Aussies. (Al- 
though their breakout hit “Shooting Stars” was used in an episode of HBO’s 
How To Make It In America back in 2010.) Formed in 2007 by two classical- 
ly-trained musicians who met in music school (Chris Stacey and Jack Glass), 
Bag Raiders has since released a debut album and two EPs. Their lush, pop-y, 
and upbeat songs are reminiscent of Chromeo circa the mid-2000s and area 
perfect fit for those with a penchant for synthesizer-infused jams. Jessie 


Schiewe 


415-397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and 
Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 
7 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 415- 
861-5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 
Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesdaynightjump.com. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco, 
415-525-3485. Hot Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920- 
0577. “Noche Tropical,’ Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., free. 
F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating resident 
DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 
p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.), underground- 


nomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 415-671-8081. ‘Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 
p.m., free ($10 with salsa lessons), playasf.com. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872- 
5160. “Tropicana Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The 
Whooligan, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras 
Rican, and Stepwise, 9 p.m., facebook.com/ 
TropicanaNight. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387- 
6455. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 
10 p.m., $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Bay City Blues, w/ Chris Cain and 
special guests, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Johnny Foley’s Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
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Sad Rap 


YUNGLEAN 


Fredrik Andersson Andersson 


with Thaiboy Digital, 8 p.m., Monday, April 4, at The Fillmore. 


$22.50; thefillmore.com. 


Consider yourself lucky if you catch this Yung Lean show because the same can’t 
be said for Lean’s fans in Minnesota. The Swedish rapper’s March 27 show in 
Minneapolis was cancelled because — get this — someone posted a poor- 
ly-worded bomb threat on Reddit. Police searched the venue and nearby blocks 
for explosives, but none were to be found. Still, the show did not go on. “I 
wanted to play the show but due to circumstances it won't work,” tweeted the 
19-year-old sad rap impresario. As to why someone would target the Emperor 
of Emo, that’s still unclear. You'd think the depressed and disaffected would 
stick together, wouldn’t you? Then again, trollers gonna troll. Jessie Schiewe 


San Francisco, 415-954-0777. The Stan Erhart 
Band, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m.; Lisa Kindred, first 
Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 
7788. MSK.fm, first Tuesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $5. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & 
friends, 9:30 p.m., free, (415) 647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 6 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Steel and Camouflage, w/ Water- 
gate Sandals, Bully West, 9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-800-8782. Pyrite Sidewalk, w/ Make 
a Scene, Infinite Sleep, Artcls, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Pussy Party,” w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, and 
guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/pssypartysf. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas 
Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-S10, facebook.com/ 
bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 415-339- 


‘mbos 
365 Club® 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


FRI MAR 11 & SAT MAR 12 * $22 * 21& UP 


MUSTACHE 
HARBOR 


FRI 3/11: THE JEAN GENIES 
SAT 3/12: FLEETWOOD MASK 


FRIDAY APRIL 8 * $25 ° 21 & UP 


THE ENGLISH 
BEAT 


THE BASTARD SUNS 
FRIDAY APRIL 15 * $20 * 21 & UP 


POP ROCKS 
WONDER BREAD 5 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS * 2 DRINK MIN, 
GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING, TIX AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
M-F/LOAM-4PM. © TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


BIMBO'S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 ExT. 15 
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8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www.housepi- 
talitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421- 
8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 
Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 

9751. “What?,” 7 p.m., free. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896-6374. 
Stitch - Happy Hour, Nu-disco and deep house 
happy hour with DJ Peter Noble (Tight Pants) 
featuring special fashion related events, 
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m., free, 415-896-6473, 
peterjnoble@gmail.com, clubomgsf.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278-9474. 
“EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512- 
7493. “Mixtape Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Jeanie & Chuck's Bluegrass 
Country Jam, first Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Emperor 


Baw wzeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


~~, le 


OPEN NOON «© 2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 


M-t 12 NOON ® 7 PM 


TT | 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


—_—— 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 
boozeland 
emperornortons.com 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland's Jazz Session, 
The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-398-0850. Free Live Jazz Music, 
Join us every Wednesday & Thursday evening 
for a free Jazz show by local Bay Area musi- 
cians. Shows start at 8pm. Enjoy great food, 
drinks & Jazz., Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8-11 
p.m. Continues through June 1, Free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. 
Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with 
Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Ricardo Scales, 
Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Baobab!,” timba dance party 
with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
621-4434. “Latin Lounge,” Wednesdays, 
5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Bachatali- 
cious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Andy Santana & The West 
Coast Playboys, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-8667. Big Bones & Chris 
Siebert, Every other Wednesday, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


KARAOKE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Karaoke with KJ Paul, 9:30 p.m., free. 


SOUL 
Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074. “The 45 Slew,” w/ resident DJs 
Micah Aza & Al Lover, first and third Wednesday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


ROCK 


Stork Club: 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444- 
6174. The Wooks, W/ Annie Bacon & Her Oshen, 
Ruben Diaz, and Shaun Mason, 8 p.m., $5, 
www.storkcluboakland.com/. 
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JCCSF 


by Dan Savage 


I was honored to speak at JCCSF—Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco—last week 
as a part of their “Uninhibited: About Sex” lec- 
ture series. The audience submitted questions on 
cards, which were ably put to me by Jourdan Abel, 
who was wearing a wonderful uterus-themed 
sweater. (Check out my Instagram account—@ 
dansavage—to see Abel’s sweater!) Here are some 
of the questions submitted by the uninhibited 
JCCSF audience that Abel and I didn’t manage to 
get to during our conversation. 


I had the best sex of my life with my ex. He fucked 
me hard, had a huge cock, and made me eat his come 
with a spoon. I loved it. Needless to say, we were 
incompatible in other ways. My current BF is vanilla. 
Very. Vanilla. When I masturbate, I think about my 
ex and can’t help but wish my current guy would 
make me slurp his come up from a utensil. We are 
very compatible in other (non-sex) ways. 


Am I doomed to fantasize about my ex? 
You are—unless you open up to your current 
BF about what’s missing in your sex life and/ 
or get his permission to get your hard-fucking/ 
spoon-feeding needs met elsewhere. 


How do you combat homophobic remarks 
in a culture that condones and promotes ho- 
mophobic tendencies? 

You combat homophobia—and misogyny, its 
big sister—one terrified middle-schooler at a time. 
Bearing in mind, of course, that “terrified mid- 
dle-schooler” is a state of mind, not an age bracket. 


Got any advice for a bi girl, formerly sub- 
missive, who wants to start dominating men? 

Move to San Francisco—oh, wait. You're 
already in San Francisco. Leave the house—get 
involved in local kink orgs, if you aren't already 
involved, check out local sex-positive events 
(bawdystorytelling.com is a great place to start), 
and let people know what you're looking for. 
There’s no shortage of submissive guys in the Bay 
Area, and no shortage of dominant women up for 
mentoring women who are curious about topping. 


In gay male relationships, what can you say 
about the psychological boundary between 
being Alpha in the world and beta in bed? 

The boundary between Alpha In World/Beta 
In Bed is pretty fucking porous—it’s not studded 
with guard towers, barbed wire, and death strips, 
a la the Berlin Wall. (Google it, kids.) That bound- 
ary only exists in our heads. And once we get 
that fact through our thick heads, not only do we 
discover that the Alpha/beta boundary is easily 
crossed, we quickly learn that crossing it repeat- 
edly—brutally and joyfully violating it at will—is 
a total blast. 


Is Savage your real last name? It’s mine, too! 

My mother kept her maiden name, I took her 
name, and she’s a sex therapist! We’re both huge 
fans. Could you say hi to Dr. Linda Savage? She'll 
die! Hi, Dr. Linda Savage! Please don’t die. 


What do you do when you can’t make your 
partner come? 

Me? I hand him back his dick and go get myself 
some ice cream—but you shouldn't do what I do 
when you can’t make your partner come. Here’s 
what you should do: Keep trying, ask your partner 
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what they need, and encourage them, if need be, 
to “finish themselves off” (without pouting, with- 
out laying a guilt trip on them about how they’ve 
made you feel inadequate, and without treating 
them like they’re broken). Cheerfully offer to hold 
‘em or play with their tits or eat their ass while 
they finish themselves off—or, hell, offer to go get 
em ice cream. Whatever helps! 


Pornis so accessible today. How has it 
affected society? 

One positive effect (among many): Porn’s wid- 
er accessibility forced us to stop pretending there’s 
one kind of sex—heterosexual, man-on-top—that 
absolutely everyone is interested in. Thanks to the 
Interwebs, we can track what people are actually 
searching for (it’s not all hetero), where they’re 
searching for it (a shout-out to the great state of 
Utah, which has the highest porn consumption 
rates per capita in the nation!), and how long 
they’re lingering over it (long enough to finish 
themselves off). 

One negative effect (among many): The ubiq- 
uity of porn coupled with the general lousiness 
of sex education—in the United States and Cana- 
da—has resulted in porn doing something it isn’t 
designed to do and consequently does not do well. 
And that would be, of course, educating young 
people about sex. If we don’t want porn doing 
that, and we don’t, we need to create comprehen- 
sive sex ed programs that cover everything—het- 
ero sex, queer sex, partnered sex, solo sex, gender 
identity, consent, kinks, and how to be a thought- 
ful, informed, and critical consumer of porn. 


What is the one thing that concerns you 
most about the current political climate/ 
election cycle? 

Donald Trump getting the Republican nomi- 
nation. I’m not at all concerned about the poten- 
tial destruction/implosion of the GOP—those 
fuckers have it coming—but with the likelihood 
of political violence. I’m concerned that black 
and brown people—Mexicans, Muslims, African 
Americans—will be subjected to more political/ 
social/economic violence than they already are. 
People will die as a direct result of Trump getting 
the GOP nomination. This is a terrifying moment. 


What kind of sexual fluid or act would 
you name after Donald Trump? 

Trump, as I pointed out in a previous column, 
already has an alternate/more accurate meaning. 
There is no authority higher than the Oxford En- 
glish Dictionary, and here’s what you'll find under 
“trump” at oed.com: “in reference to a sound like 
a trumpet... the act of breaking wind audibly.” 

So remember, kids, when you see Donald Trump 
standing in front of a microphone... Trump isn’t 
talking. He’s trumping. 


What is the etiquette when it comes to 
social media and open relationships? 

It all depends on the preferences of the cou- 
ple/throuple/quad/squad in question. If a partic- 
ular couple, etc., wants to maintain the appear- 
ance of being monogamous, if they want to avoid 
stigma, judgment, freaked out parents, etc., then 
they’re not going to want evidence of their open 
relationship popping up all over Facebook and/ 
or Instagram. If there’s internal disagreement in 
a particular couple/throuple/quad/squad about 
keeping things quiet on social media, not outing 
the person(s) who want to keep things discreet 
may be the price of admission their other part- 
ners have to pay. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60 minutes Awesome 
Full Body, Massage; Not 45 or 55 


spd oX-1a (1a MoleumOlallelUl-mmrelilem Celilo) 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
' NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St./30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 


Gueiieen 


SFEVERGREEN.COM 
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°Pain Relief ® Relaxation 
* Friendly © Certified 


Professional Masseuses 
Quiet Place with 
Private Room 
Free Steam & Shower 
*Foot Massage 
* Body Massage $39.99 
(MENTION THIS AD) 
4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 
San Francisco 


m= (415) 379-9888  [exor) 





(415)345-9793 ‘= 
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SE, CA 94115 415-409-3038 


‘Oomething for 
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Harmony Spa 


Enjoy yourself! 

The finest CMTs 

& soothing technique 
in our private rooms. |” 


Body Massage 

Body Scrub 

Free Sauna 

Free Table Shower \ 
w/ Body Massage Only *45 


415-759-8577 
2450 Taraval St (SF) — 
Free Parking 





NEW SUN STAR 
MASSAGE 
GRAND OPENING 


$40 
Body Massage 


thru Dec. 31 





Open 

10am - 10pm 
Seven Days 
a Week 


2545-A 
NORIEGA ST. 
415-753-9288 


JADE SPA 


San Francisco 


(@ ¥@ BD] = aT 
940 BUSH ST 
Cc . \ 


415-567-8825 
pA XO 4G =7-N INI =D’ 
WING: \ 
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Grand Opening 
Angel 
Health 
Center 


Full Body Massage 


‘ $50 per hour 


Free Shower 
Free Parking 


- 1347 Divisadero St. SF 
| 10am-10pm ¢ Open 7 Days 
‘|(@@ 415.359.9959 =— 


8 All Credit Cards Accepted _aaamms 


or Mh eM AEP 
Zeng's Massage Therapy 
Full Body Massage 


10AM 
UNTIL 
10PM 
$45/hr 
$30/half hr 
Bring copy 
of ad. 


415-585-2222 ¢ Open / days 
a56siis ‘sion St (@ Norton) 





$49/HOUR 


=GRAND OPenint= 


Full Body Massage 
or Brazilian Wax 


$30 Special 





Management 
Tables, Showers 


415-552-6800 Sam9pin 
b/t 16th/17th near, | 6th St. Bart 
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a in this Ad 
DailyailoOAMAlCRM 


266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 





VIP Massage 
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Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 













NOT ANR 


HEALTH CENTER 


MASSAGE 


beautiful, friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 


e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 


‘@Oomething for 
veryone! 


CALL 415-536-8158 
OR VISIT. WWW.SFWEEKLY.COM 
TO PLACE AN AD 


| | 
| | 
1 WITH FREE BODY SCRUB | 
1 & TABLE SHOWER I 
| 


Please bring or mention this ad | 
(ne a si en aE 4 : 


415-658-7886 WEEKLY 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 
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ADULT SERVICES 
SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great 





Massage, 
Call Ally 
at 650-630-3815 


TUE ELLUU EULER CCOECTO 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 


*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 or 


WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 
TTTTTTTTUTPUELUEEELELO TEEPE ETE 


ASIAN TOUCH 
Incall Daily: 
$40.00/Half Hour 
$ 60.00/Hour 
Hotel Calls Available 
(415) 756-9082 


SENSATIONAL MASSAGE 

| like to have fun, relax, and 
enjoy myself. Maybe you 
would too? Available days 

& evenings. 12 Noon-12 
Midnight. Incall/Outcall. 
Mature. CALL: 415-435-7526 


AUCTIONS 


Sweet Home Estate Sale 
260 Gold Mine Dr, SF 
Fri/Sat 10-3 Shel4u.com 


FICTICIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0369627-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Waxman’s, 900 North Point 
St., San Francisco, CA 94109, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
ATLSFO LLC, 900 North 
Point St., San Francisco, CA 
94109 (CA) 

The business is conducted 
by: a limited liability 
company 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
2-26-16 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 

to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Andrew Upton, General 
Manager 

ATLSFO LLC 

This statement was filed 
with the San Francisco 
County Clerk on February 
26, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years 

from the date on which it 
was filed in the office of 

the County Clerk, except, 

as provided in Subdivision 
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(b) of Section 17920, where 
it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth 
in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not 

of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/16 
CNS-2855403# 
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STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT 

OF USE OF FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use 
of the fictitious business 
name: Brezza Emporio and 
Pizzeria, 900 North Point 
St., San Francisco, CA 94109, 
County of San Francisco 
The fictitious business name 
referred to above was filed 
in the County Clerk’s office 
in San Francisco County on 
2-26-16 under Current File 
No. 0368607-00. 

ATLSFO LLC, 900 North 
Point St., San Francisco, CA 
94109 (CA) 

This business was 
conducted by a limited 
liability company. 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 

to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Andrew Upton, General 
Manager 

This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
San Francisco County on 
February 26, 2016. 

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/16 
CNS-2855401# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0369346-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Vita Aperta Films, 1728 
Ocean Avenue #320, San 
Francisco, CA 94112, County 
of San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 
Gregory A. Morris, 1449 
Plymouth Avenue, San 
Francisco, CA 94112 

The business is conducted 
by: an individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 


the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
November 7, 2015 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 

to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Gregory A. Morris 

This statement was filed 
with the San Francisco 
County Clerk on February 
11,2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years 
from the date on which it 
was filed in the office of 

the County Clerk, except, 

as provided in Subdivision 
(b) of Section 17920, where 
it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth 
in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 

this statement does not 

of itself authorize the use 

in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/16 
CNS-2853802# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0369789-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Shirley Kollmann Physical 
Therapy & Pilates, 105 
Russia Ave., San Francisco, 
CA 94112, County of SF 
Registered Owner(s): 
Shirley Kollmann, 105 Russia 
Ave., SF, CA 94112 

The business is conducted 
by: an Individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
07/05/2007 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 

to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Shirley Kollmann 

This statement was filed 


with the San Francisco 
County Clerk on March 8, 2016 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years 
from the date on which it 
was filed in the office of 

the County Clerk, except, 

as provided in Subdivision 
(b) of Section 17920, where 
it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth 
in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 

this statement does not 

of itself authorize the use 

in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

3/24, 3/31, 4/7, 4/14/16 
CNS-2858484# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0369667-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
RTB-Media, 404 Bryant St., 
San Francisco, CA 94105, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

RTB Digital Media 
Corporation, 404 Bryant St., 
San Francisco, CA 94105 (CA) 
The business is conducted 
by: a Corporation 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
4/24/15 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 

to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Anamika Sethi, President 
RTB Digital Media 
Corporation 

This statement was filed 
with the San Francisco 
County Clerk on March 1, 
2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years 

from the date on which it 
was filed in the office of 

the County Clerk, except, 

as provided in Subdivision 
(b) of Section 17920, where 
it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth 
in the statement pursuant 


to Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not 

of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

3/31, 4/7, 4/14, 4/21/16 
CNS-2862364# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0369975-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
DLabs, 1265 Battery Street, 
5th Floor San Francisco, 

CA 94111, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 
Defense Labs, Inc CA, 1265 
Battery Street 5th Floor, San 
Francisco CA 94111 

The business is conducted 
by: A Corporation 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
2/29/2016 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
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declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 

to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/S. Singh, COO 

Defense Labs, Inc 

This statement was filed 
with the San Francisco 
County Clerk on March 17, 
2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years 
from the date on which it 
was filed in the office of 
the County Clerk, except, 
as provided in Subdivision 
(b) of Section 17920, where 
it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth 
in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 

this statement does not 

of itself authorize the use 

in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
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14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

3/31, 4/7, 4/14, 4/21/16 
CNS-2861 189# 
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HELP WANTED 


PROFESSIONAL SVCS 
MOVING TO 
PORTLAND? 


Relocation Realtors 
CALL 503-953-2525 





TRAVEL 
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ACTIVISTS NEEDED!!! 
« Earn $25-$50/hr+++ 
* No Exp Nec! 

« No Sales/Phones!! 

- PT/FT/Anytime!! 
PAID DAILY!!! 
(650) 337-1113 


Senior Research 
Associate (Req# 
I1C1103) in San 
Francisco, CA. Design, 
execution & reporting 
of lab experiments. 
Req MS+2yrs rit exp or 
BS+5yrs rltd exp. Mail 
resumes to Peter Korzen, 
Illumina, Inc, 5200 
Illumina Way, San Diego, 
CA 92122. 

Ref title & req#. 


TekValley in Pleasanton, 
CA seeks Software 
Developer. Work with 
GUI software in design 
of ATM Screens and 
flows using advanced 
technologies. BS 
degree plus 5 yrs. exp. in 
software development. 
Mail resumes to 4695 
Chabot Drive, Ste. 200, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 








SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES, 
INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 


1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 
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MARIJUANA DOCTOR BEST PRICE ¢ BEST SERVICE 


~ MUNI VAN NESS_ 
EXIT BY MARKET 





MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


1855A Haight St. SF REN 


















a ‘er nsocarceearusc (Mi) 

/o. ) (415) 831-1032 |) Bey 
WWW.MMJDOCTOR.COM sfgec.com |# 2 

ALL PATIENTS WITH THIS OFFER renewals o> AS 

We VALS 
with ee », $39 new patients 
Pe Nya 

pecTerk 415.554.0171 § IDC CARD 24/7 Onin bay VALIDATED 

OPEN 7 DAYS 1lam-7pm ©1884 MARKET ST, SF 94102 iE a iicle-erie). | | \-7f PARKING@KEZAR 


~« 4 a J = Vr r= ~-> a a = 
| Compas ate He alth Options | 





* Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * 
* Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 

* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * 
* Fri-Sat: Noon-2am * 


r : . 
Medical start Evaluations 
\| 

; _ 7 

We Price Match | 


te — ne hoameter 
vor ¢ 





1 


oer LEGAL! | 


BG iccocrbeoris . 
in Moorthy Cottcarta 


a 420MD. 


Oakland 
2633 Telegraph Awe. #109 
(510) 832-5000 


[- S.. Berkeley 10AM-6P M 
? SS Telege raph Awe OPEN 7 DAYS 


oe 510) 204-999 





| 14877-PROP215 | 


a se a a Se 


RUN YOUR LEGAL 
AD WITH US! 


~ 


Bay Area/African Hair Braiding: 
Braids, Weaves & Locks 


256 Taylor St. San Francisco 






Fiat ~ \\ 


LD 
GOLDEN, Call 415-314-1835 


my goidengateway.com or Visit Sfweekly.com 
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Priceless Se, a 


S535 


Td QUALITY PHOTO)ID Carde lixeJia WAN, 4 = 


Walk-ins, Welcome ae > 
e BEWARE! Some Clinics Come \and Go and\your TRUSTED 
Recommendation Will be Worthless 


> . -_ cad = 
° Don’t Take a Chance. We are the Oldest and|Most Song : ; tC u 
D only Our Doctors Will Support You in Court/at OurExpense if Needed! 


2533 Mission}Street WE 3 158 Tpm 
A15'9710'2236)San|FranciscoNCA\OFI1O P| n8 soo aww y. coe osf weekly 


www.PriceLessEvaluations.biz 


